This 18 the sec‘nd issue of GIGO, ‘whieh I never thnught I'd
_ get out mostly becatse of my eelumnists, "I" am Greg
T Costikyan, NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS; “1675 Ysrk Ave, NY, NY,
10028, : )
I am probably insane, but certainly not manie depressive in
any case; you can read on with becomlng depressed by my
ravings., I intended tes make this ~6 pages, but it only
came to 32, pius a: pnssible Star Trek column, betause I
ran osut of ink, columnists, and stencils, not necessarily
in that order, A $hame; I have some book and game reviews,
which I didn't have space fors, and some convention listings.
No matter o {{ ‘
6IGN costs 1/50¢ ar 6/47°50 (not going to:get many subsptibers
that way---make that $°,50) and 1s most probably well worth
1t, 1if yeu don't mind a8 lousy mimeograph machine and mddiocre
' typing, and a nonexistant cover---there, I knew I was fnrgetting
snmething, - "E
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STAR TREK CON REPORT i - 4
Letters T
Boskone Con Repnrt . 10
~ Fanzine Reviews--Ted Pons - 14
~rfFanzine Reviews--~-Me 17
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The Star Trek Column may or may not be invluded ag an insert.
See my comments on page 28, :

Everything lLerein common law 2opyright (thats a jcke) by
me, with all rights assigned to the- varicus suthers..., as far
as I'm concerned, you can reiprint anything, ((That's kind os
useless, eh what?)g

7/
TRADE! TRADSE? SUB SUB? RLVIZW PG, SAMPLE HERE 1T IS!
OTHER FOLD SPINDLE MUTILATF COUGH UP TEZE CASH CONTREBUTE

CONTRIBUTE ? SINGLE ISSUE WHY NOT? ILLEGLTIMATE ACCESS-w---




‘Well, glary bel This 1s the second 1ssue of GIGO, and on time,

*

yéb! _ s -
Or at least I'm tyﬁing this stencil up on schedule, I den't know
if the zine will actually bé printed on schedule,

I certainly hepe sn, But I haven't recleved my cemputer column
yet, and my Diplemacy columnist hasn't done any wark, and says
he wan't {(he's going to the East Cnast Mndel United Natinns
Conference, as 1f that somehow exempts him from hla responsiblli-
ties,) and I haven't gotten the Star Trek enlumn, yet, elther,

But I dms have comlicolumnist (yurg), at léast; and John swears
up and down that he'll have the c¢olumn, If he deesn't, you wan't
see him in these pages agaln,

Well, as ynu can no doubt note from the first page,fI have mnved
ta 1675 YORK AV, NY, NY, 10028, and, in case you care, (°297°)
860-8818. So please don't write to me at My former address,

I've alsn gnt some letters, and a couple of zine reviews frem
Ted Pons, and no artwork----but then, I'd have to do artwork

on electronkc stencil., Or get a light table, Why? See the

table of contents for the ad fro the Mimeo Mytheos Soclety.

The idea far the Mimeo Mythos Soclety grew out of a quote or
ammething I saw in OUTWORLDS (I know don't know exactly what
1t was,) that said something about ofrset being excellent,

and better for printing a zine, unless one was 1into the Mimen
Mythes,

And now, you too, can be part of the Mimeo Mythos, fight agalnst
Evil, in the ferm of The Offset Press, the Evil One,

Very faanish, I suppose, Mimeography is, in a way, more human;
it 18 leas perfect, more subject to human failings (as can

be seen by the execrable spelling and, no doubt, worse printing
nf this zine,) more basic to the needs of Chod and man, If
man was meant bo offset, he'd have been born with Lliquid Paper
on his fingertips! :

Ah, well, never mind,

Ivire recently Jnined N'APA and am thinking of Jjeining ABA-H,
though I'm not sure why I!m telling you this., The main reason
I don't want to join APA-H 13 that both John Liberman and '
Adam Kasanof are thinking of Jolning, and I don't really know
1f I want tm be in the same thing with them, But, hepefully,
they won't get armund to it, and I'1l be able to Jeln,

I'm tnld that Cara Sherman is thilrking about starting a Star

Trek APA (STAPA ? APAPLEXY? Never mind----) If anyone i1s interested,
I'd suppose they could write her at Longwood House, 154 The River-
way, Boston, MA, 02215, If she does get around to it, she's got

at least nne prospective appllicant. ’

T~
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Speaking of Cara Sherman, everyone sheuld send her sSeme money
for her zine, ROMULAN WINE, so .he can read a stoery cs-authared
by me, entitled SPAR SEX----about Rigeilian Impotence, of
course, which 1s rampant on Daisychain 69, of course, Lots
of bad puns, if you like that sort of thing. '

6h, yeah, by the w:y, Adam and John have permanently Junked
THE INVERTED GRAPEYRILT, as I predicted., Afier several

months of not dnalig =2ny work, and talking a lot of uaing

Hugh Carey's account on the NYU Univac 1170, th print up

TIG on the lineprinter, they decided it was better tmn fold
the magazine, rather than te risk being put awey for Theft
over the Phore Lines, Or, mere likely, they declded it wasn't
warth the work, Lazy bastards,

Aa I cemmented last lssue, 1t really gives me a great deal

of egoben, The enly time we printed a decent issue of TICG
was when I nagged everyone, and did all the work; after 1
resigneq, they folded, because there was necne else to do the
work,

If TIG ewed you any money, and you haven't been refunded it
yet, I suggest you write John and threaten him wilth the
Attorney Geuneralts of. (ce, '

Actually, thet's probably pretty futile., Enowing the genaral
efficlency of the givermmant of New York State. it'd take
half a mlllenium befors they investigated the [{rezud, and
ancther three quabters o 2 thuueand yeara befuvrc chey Junked
the 2as8e on eome techrico:ivy, Yould prcravly o beveer
informing ths Better Bus-imess Buvesu,

Although John will probably ccug up; halu not one to risk
an expensive law sult over a lcusay ouck or two,

His address 18 300 Central Park West, NY, NY, 10024, I belleve,
Oh, no! Oh, no! ©Oh, Jesvur shlte~-e-the cat has just dumped
over my GLOBAL WAR counter-~box-«-=-that's siz-hundred fucking .
counters all over the bioody floor.

Oh, bloody hell.....be back in a&n hour.

Unnecessary outburst, Never mind----filled tha page nicely.
THE PCLILOWING IS SPACE-FITJTER~~-~—meem SR i o e e e

n what mood does cne addres: siliecre based life?
The hortatory subjunctlve, cf couria,




. THE STAR TREK CONVENTION, or
NEXT YEAR, THEY SHCULD HAVE A QHRINK ON THE STAFF!

Ive 8een two con reports for THE ST CON to date, neither of them
favorable, But, as I uai a good time, mine 1s, .
The reasons for disatis? actidn with the con are obvious; the main
ball raom, where the major events were held a 2 maximum eapécity
of some horrlbly small amount ----about half of the total number
of attending pecple, I'd $uy. About 7,000 people attended, '

The committee had goned that enough people would have been drawn
off by the movies ard the Art Show and the Dealer's Rogias to
avold overcrowding in the Ballrodms, I assume, bui ary such hope
was in vain, During any poﬁularly interesting event, say,
Asmhov's speech, Or shatnerls a - the Main Ballroonm
was 80 crammmd that é%e commf%tégﬁfg?qﬁfkﬂosﬂ off most of the -
entrances,

But, overcrowiing rotwithsﬁanaing;-the ST Con was definitely a
success, at leart by my svandaxds. As ¥ stoted in ny con report
last issue for the Int, ST Com, I do not attend cons s0 much as
to be-tmused as7t~ amuce myself; T don't a“tend coms so much for
the movies, and tho capits’i ece Events as fir the people, and the
unexpeﬂted thlngs that happen, ‘And T had a view from the Inside,
reldatively speaking----I wos a Telper (cut from AEWNSIS IT---
"Welcom® tc the renks of the Heiperd(whirr)--*-AAAAAAAAAnAA')

Make that a closc guoBes before the end of the parenthesis,

Good God, why wauld anvone want to he & Helper? Too much work,
no authorlty, no mcnetary remuneraticn,

Why? A streak cf masoohiﬂm, I suppose, At +ho age o fmo, my
mother, then the Leader <f the New Democraiic Club \wh 1 2ugust
instituition's mimecgraph this zine is prlﬁﬁed on-w~-Lo* the

very reason that my mother wai the Leederr of the New ucmoc*“11"
Club, and my father bercre her, and & gond friend rew, T suppcie,)
put me to work stuffing envelopes Tor nime femcnated exeation or
other, (Lessee--can't have been preuluenuial——-wor well,)

Since then, I have volunteered for work for a number of campalgns
and things, and have worked for.a number of charity things for
short periods, for no pay. (Like the Lung Agsoclation, and NFT,
and things 1like that.)

I dunno---somehow its fun, It must have been conditloning in my
childhood, "Here. Greg, hHereis a Unke--stuffsome euveliop:r,"
"here'!s a candy-bar; stuff some envelcpes." Pavloviai, or 1rmething.

Never mind, I can fe~1 my mind Jdeganerating. I shall attempt
to get back to the subJect at hand,
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So, I stupldly sent my name. off to BRartsra Wenk, mdi got &
questionnaire of some sert to f£111 (ut, which I Aid, and
became & helper, (An hal:ar?) And scnswered phones, and blecked
doorways, and got lickeA cut of they «porway when I tried te
prevent Committce from getting through, ani got nkecked teo
shit attempting w~ rrevert jeople from tearing bits and pleces
of living flesh of William Shatner, But that's ceool, to

use an euitworn, iusiyid, dated clichet,

Friday evening, . nlissed most everything at the con, (first
school, then plagszating at SPI,)end actually got some sleep,
surprisingly encugh;: Scott Rosenberg siaye” =t my house rather
than retreat ton Queens for the night, buc Adem Cilinsky, who
was supxesed to have stayed at my bouse, 8lept the night at
the con.,

Saturday was ssmcwhat better, I spent most of the time
wrrlcing, but I did manage to hear Pavid Guorold, and viglt
the dealer's raom, (I managed to find RCMULAN WENE, waich
18 why I know &bout the most recent issue. Bub, blcodly be
damned, Cara Sherman husn't sent meé my freecble yet. Nor
Aédam, Ah, well. Cstokian, air your grievonces elsewhere,)
And annoyed Jerdy Paulsen, who was gtulrling the Dealers
Roors by cncouraglng zaople to ¢all him a Jew-balter. (If
you know Jerry Paulsos, you know that he ig the epitome of
nen-goylem, (I almost saji yiddism, but that might orfend
geme readers, Shadzs of Lenny Bruce, ad nauseunm,)

That night, abandoning ©il hope of ever finding a one-six-
tcenth decent party (vay i3 1t that ST fands den't atay up

as long 8 S¢ fenct), T wend dewn to cha 1obby, whsre I found
most of the youager cet of Rizlomscy Toniom's Evil, Diabelical,
~amd Sinister, Mcnolithic New Yol Congpiraclieas, llost were
wandering arrund, and trylng to “Aucide whether to go heme or
not.

Since I had left my Jacknt In the Helopee!s Rrom, wnlch was
now leckad, that preblem was sclved for me; X1 I tiken,

I could walk ten blecks threough the Februsvy woathaze to my
house, or I ceuld takoe the asubway, rttenut to avold heling
ax-mudered, and then walx thiee blcoks firom the srbway
statien,

Se I atayed, And spent mosat ef the night calling up Dovid

. @ladstein, a Dip fand and computer freak, with the rest of
Dip fandem, He was staying at the hetel, ani se we used hém
as a kind ef answering service, se we ceuld keep 1in toeuch with
each other as we wandered arsaund the hotel, He 4didn't
eapeclclly appreciate thiz, but he weuld have aprreclated 1t

a 1ot less had he know that e vere renlly wn the 1lobdy ef

the Ceomodore 3a stitches, tuxlng turas calling Ldm up.

Finally, we tolid David thwt ye werve all goling t» meet at his
reom (ever his protestatians,) and frurd a bunch of other
people wandering around, kho were alse locking for a party.
We directed them to Davids reom, and told them there was a really
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hot party in Gladstein's room, They went off merrily, and I don't
know what happened them,

In any case, Sunday morning found Matthew Diller, Scott and I

dozing off on the stairs betwecn the mezzanine and the lobby., T
took off for the Grand Central Station Dell, vhere I found Adam
Gilinsky and a comnlttee person (Devra iangsam, I think), (G,8.8S.

1s 1mmediately under the Commodore, for the unenliglhitened barbarian,)
They were purchasing food for the committee and the assistants, and,

being a diligent worker, I tagzed along and managed to get myself
a free breakfast.

So I worked rather unsteadlly until Sunday afternocn, when I collap-
sed, and borrowed the key to Paulsons room, I slep” for inree
hours, and made 1t back in time for some panel or other,

So I went and had dlnner, and came back just as the

Main Balliroom was Dn=2ing cleared, Apparently, the seats in the
Ballroom had to be moved in wpreparation for the Masquerade, and
the Ballrcom had tn be ¢leared to do so. The commitsee cleared
the area by t2illng everone that nothing was up until some time
or other, and tc = eat,

All fine ané wall,. About half an hour after the area was elear,

a line --- or, ruftr-r, meb -~ began to form un the stalrways leading
up %o the ballrc:u arex of pecple who wantzd to get back in.

Thevy all groaned yhan they were told that they weren't to be

allcwed 1n until 8:30-,

Meanwhile, mcre p..ple arrived, The crowd grewv larger, halpers
were gtationed all over the place, and tension develcped a3 that
got lrritated at pecple who were cutting the line, or ware really
continving upsialrs, or whatever, but looked as if thoy wore
cutting the 1lino. And tha people in tne line began to get lrrita-
ted at the apparent Inability of the Helpurs to keep aryone in
line, Admittediv, 1t was rather haf#d for the Helpers (nedlan

age fifteen) to deal with older people who souaded like they

had some valld excuse,

Just a¥ the Helper's vcliece began to rise and become shriller, and
the crowd began to becrme wore angry, a comultioe member came

to the fore of the staiye, and asked emeryone to mive bask, to
make the llne more compact and to leave 2 lire exit., Ailter much
shouting, the 1line was inched back, It io, of course, against
anyones 1instincts to move backwards, so cthe line moved very
gslowly, and tempers rose, -

So, finally, I weund up an a landing, guietly attempting to
explaln to rigiiteouvily angry peopl® why they werea’t to bz
allowed in until 8:C0, Then they ware let in,

At 7:30, Great, Telt llke a Tool.

Arrgh . ' .

After the Masquerade, I left, I was still rabher tired, and I
had a book report due on Tuesday on Huey Long, and I hadn't read
the book or done any researcii., So I didn't come back on Monday,
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LETTERS

David Singer, Buck 2?1 - Box 264, R,P.I., Troy, NY, 17181
Dear Greg; |

I must be crazy; I'm loccing your zine ahead of TITLE, I don't
know what the significance of this is, but who cares? A few
general comments, and then I'1l get down to the meaty part of
my letter, First, LEARN TO USE CORFLU{! While I can understand
your making typces (and, as you can tell from this letter, I

am not above them myzelf,) there is no excunz for "correcting”
them by oversiriking--not on a mimeo'd zine, anyway. Corflu
doesn't take that long to use, and the results are a hell of

a lot better, Second, if you're goling to use the same mimeo
agaln, you should replace the ink pad (or, better, yet, persuade
the owndrs tc¢ replace it;) that shouid avoid the problems you
had with spcis which dld not ink too well on many pages. Along
with thls, take the time to flatten tle stencil before you clamp
it; this will give you much better inking....agaln avolding
white spots. deps,..now I Just noticed your mention of a lack
of &8 new irk pad on the first pape...sorry about pointing out
what you &lrcady knew, Third, you seem {7 be hAving margin.
problems; 1J voutre geing to staple the ziune together, you need
to leave wildrr» right-hand marging on even-numbered pages, and
wider left-l:and marginsg on odd-numbercel mages, I get very
annoyed when the text of 2 line runs into the gutter between
pages, as it d1d on many even-numbered pages,

Moving on te your note about Rebecra Baggzett's note about the

»sig of a "neuter" proncun---itm fcilowing a suggestion which

..t Schenk made to me, and using”them" (and "they", "their,"
ew:,) as a generic, non-sexist personal, singulisr prciioun, Note
that it's no% a neuter pronoun,..the singular'they" is te be used
only for people and animals,.,,when you know that what you're
talking about has a sex, but youlre not sure which one. It geems
much ieaz awrwer?d (at least to me) than using "he/she"”, avd

it regularizes 3 fairly pooular usage, to wit: "Each of the
chilér=n ¢percd their booiz."

Now, o move con Go wu.@ ccnrater colwan, I'm not sure how many
IBM 360/370 systems John Liberman 1s familiar with, but he's
oversimplifying the accounting sf¥stem irn 0S8, Th2 fMlrsy thing
that you need to know 1s that the individual installation writes
most ol the accounting itself; therefore, there mav be holes in
my sr3%em that aren't in hls, and vice versa, It cCcesn't hurt
to try to look for some of the more common ones, though, For
exsmple: 1f your installatlon runs batchers, such as WATPIV,
SPASM,. or PL/AC, you may be able to £ind and Jdisasrounia thelr
accounting modules,,.this may »oint ycv at the ac.cunting flles,

One time, here at RPI, I made a JCL errow which presented me
with the entlre 1list of account nuibers as 2 free gift, T was
running & FORTRAN compile-and-go, but I hxé specified NOICAD to
the FORTRAN compiler; when the loader opened SYSLIN, i1t flagged
each record as 'NOT AN OBJECT MODULE RECCRD," Quite true...it
was the old version of SYS1l, ACCT,..but net all that- old....
maybe 24 hours. What security?
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IBM teleprocessing systems are a bit harder te erack, true, But
not &mpossible, Let's look at T30, -for example, I've never used
a TSO system, but, looklng #brthe infermation in the FE Manual
(5229-3169[-3]) on page 320, we £ind the Tcer Queue Element desc-
ribed. Among the flelds in the UJEL is the adoreuss of accounting
Information; I wouldn't be surprised 1f the ascount number and
rassword hld there, Or, lookling at a competiiior!'a system, take.
ALPHA, ALPHA 1s a product of COMPUTER KIWCHK TORP., of Washingt-
on, $.C, and 1z the teleprocersing systom i vie here at RPI.
A1l of ATLPHZ'a account numbewrs can be round in a . dataset which:
goes by itz wame of ALPHA VALIDATE; 1t's pavewcerd-protected
here.,..but There are ways arvound that sort of thing,

I will a7mlt that Z0U's not eary to get . inters on TBM systems;
but once you have onho number (even a leziuvimate one, )} 1t becomes
much easler to find a second,..and a.thiid,..,and a fourth.,,

One point about tr.. Univac 1108; a friend had given me a legltl-
mate number on SUNIA'sS Exec 8 system [State University of lew
York at Altsny] last year., I dlaled in, and as snon aa I put
the coupier on, the tcletyne gave:me the last llnz of the prev-
1oug user's sesgslon; this Incivded his aczount number, This
geems to be a particularly vicious cace of a float! Moral: when
using the Exec 9, pray that your iine doesn't get dropped....or
change your accuunt number dally, Good Luck, .

({Thr. major problem with using 'them' as a singular, undetermined-
sox oronoun la that 1t makes one sound 11literate,. And 17 1s
illsveratic, The purer forms of the Amerlican branch c¢f the English
langis.e 88111 do not recognize the use of the pronoun "tioy"

4n s:ingular situs!ions as proper, And a senteuce auch £z "Each

of the chilldren opened thelr book" merely makecs orewant to cry

in agony.))

- >
((The following note 1s by John Liberman, in repponse to the
2bove letter: :

({"Indeed, securlty 1s often installation dependent: however,
one can make certain general assumptlons, @For example, NYUis
370/145 job card lcoks Jike this:

JOBNAM JOB {aaaa,bbbb), NAME!,CLASS,.vs0es.

Most securlty 1s pfeupacked. All 370's store Accounting for
SYS1,ACCT. Talk to T, Wnelan at IBM 1f scmething is wrong with
your 1installation's gecurlty, o

{(("Aboui. 203 look at SYS1.PASSWORD. The UQEL can't be ((the
next word is undecipherable, Used? Accessed?)) by anv SVC

unless ogerator-enabled. It's used, yes, but it can'® be dumped
or read.™)). - '
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Arthur Asprematis, 45 Sereham Dr, E,, Dixz Hills, NY, 11746,

Thanks foqﬁ‘ﬁﬁr recent issue of GIGq; (While I'm writing,
I might a8’ well throw in a few comménts. Se...)

In sum, GTGO 15 a very nice gzine, Poer printing however
makes geme pages 4ifflcult to read, and, therefmre, detracts
from the quality..,.but having worked with mimeegraphs myself,
I know how difficult 1t i1s (which gives Pise te that old
saying: THERE'S NOTHING LIKE OFFSET;.((Pariah! The Evil

One in eur very midst! Stene him!)

One thing did disturb me though - the attack on Richard
Gels over his "REG Journal." I weuld think that Mr, Gels
1s requiring the "over 18" statement not for céoncerns af

_ An inflammatory reaction (1f so, he probably would not

publish at all,) but as a sageguard 1n chie nf legal complica-
tiens, X :

8h, by the way, there 1s no need to return my rejected
reviews, Thanks anyway, T

Ted Pons, 317 High Street, Northvale, NJ¥, 07647,

Thank you much for GIGO #1. Found 1t to be & BIG improbement
sver your prevlious magazine, which, I might add, was pretty
ferrible (we all know 1ts name, €06 why dredge up »ld
memories ?) With some work - better printing, the use of
11lustratlons ((I know, I know)), and improbed writing -
. GIGH could become ong of the better informal genzilnes -around,
The stress should, however, remain on the fantasy
(and all 1ts sub-genres) d8pects of the f£1lm/liteérary worlds,
rather than branching eff into toplcs which may not hold
the Intepest of the majority of the readera, I'm reforking
specifically to the computer column and to the somewhat
nver-extensive coverage given to wargaming and the like,
(Altheugh I must admit to belng a wargame afdict myself,
particularly when 1t ecomes to Avalon Hill efforts.¥

My own preferences in lssue #1 were torward (erard
Houarner's fantasy column, and your Con Report, You're

L certainly right in stating that the entire C Schustercon

had an alr of crass commerclallsm abeut 1t, Nowhere was
this manifested more than during the auctions! whoever that
person was who handled the bldding had all the appeal of a
pooped-out side-whew hawker trylng to appeal to the "rubes"
in attendance, T mean, when the auctiorzer haas te confer
with someone elseabout which Trek stara were in a photo he
was trying ¥o sell, things are hitting rock bottem, This
plua the fact that they kept disccovering more than one copy
of "one 4f a kind" 1tems was enough to send me running for
the Pepto-Bismol. I have fond memories of the first two
Star Trek Cons, particularly the second one, ZEverything had
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an air af enthusiasm, camaraderie, and concern that rapidly dimi-
nished after that until we ultimately reached the assembly-llne
atmesphere af the latest con. ((Pardon me--hate tp-interrupt some-
ones: letter, but I seem to have gotten the stencil in crooked.))

((There, that's much better.)) | ]

I shudder to think what will be in store for us next ﬁeér, and
ggteg ;he Star Trek movie 18 completed and released to the
eatebs,

Overall, a good issue,,.with room for improbemént,..but a good
issue, Thanks again, '

As you've probably notlced, I've included some fanzine reviews
which you might be able to use In the current issue, Hope you

llke them, I'm also enclosing a stamped envelope for thelr
return,

Good luck with fur] ((bloody hell)) future 18SUeS....ceeves
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Betcha didn't know that my typewriter had a paragraph (9) key.

I left school at 172:50 on Friday {tsk, tsk, cutting again, Greg?)
and proceeded to the George Washington Bus Terminal via the
Broadway Local subway, notoriously the most crime-ridden subway
in the city. John Liberman, c¢omputer freak and sf fan; Adam
Kasanof, same, and wargaming fan, though more sf than elther;

and Eric Ladenheim, whose stake 1n sf conventions I haven't
qulte figured out yet (he's a computer freak, but very much not
into sf) were my companions as I beat off the ax-murderers,
muggers, raplsts, and other fantastical beasts with my
Nun-chueks cum gattling gun. ‘

In any cas,e we arrived at the G,W,B, Bus Terminal with little
mishap, where John proceeded to turn off every escalator in the
place, I talked lmudly about childish behavlior, and threatened
to talk to the Transit Authority cops accross the hall, in an
effort to shame John in to stopping his juvenile behavior, but
to no avall. He peraiasted, -

Sinee the G.W.B, Terminal is operated by the Port Authority,
which 18 a joint New York-New Hersey authority, John was commit-
ing a Federal crime, But never mind,

We managed to drag John away from the escalators, and onto the
bus, As our baggage consisted of 1little more than our school
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bags, and, en my part, a c¢ouple dezen coples of GIGH #1,
we had nothing te stow In the bus, We qulickly seated
rurselves in strategle positlons, and broke out same
readlng materiel,

Once 1n Boston, we managed to get ourselves nlcely lost in

. the below-freezine weather, but oriented ourselves using the
defenestrated Hanceck building, (Defenestrated? The

Hancock Bullding, wonder of archltecture, was deslgned sn

that, in even the slightest wind, 1ts windews would disengage

themselves from the bullding, and come crashing te the ground,

in an attempt to lighten the overpopulation problem,)

Eventually, we found the Sheraton-Boston, after walking
through some kind of mall-shopplng center, John turned off
any and all edealators we met, of enurse,

I reglstered for a single ronm, and, w»robably wisely, the hotel
made me pay in advance, The bellhop took me up, and John

Adam, and Erlc tralled at a suitable distance behind, After
seeing the walk-in closet that passed for a single, I became
convulsed in laughter; four people were golng to sgeep in
that? One In the bathtub, maybe, and one on the ledge out the
windoy. Wailt a minute---no bathtub, only a shower stall,

Be we managed., Hohn, unwllling to pay for a cot, nosed around
until he discovered where the cots were held, and tonk 1t,

I fnllowing, spouting communist propaganda, and saylng semething
about our need belng greater than the hotel!s., By piling

the chalrs 1n the closet, we were able to fit the cot in-
between the bed and the television set, whth enough room for

two people to sleep on the flocr, : '

There dldnt't seem to be much doing at the hotel, so we
went to a disgustingly pretentlous, bourgeous restaurant,
I'm not precisely a snob, but anyplace that has a six-foot
television-sceen blow-up, sShowing "Sanford And Son" in

the middle of the dining area 1s never going to make it 1Into
Micheliln, exactly,

We ate something at extortionate prices, then returned te the
hotel, watched some movlies, vislted the computer games room
(which was running a rather loudy version of Star Trek, and
some kind of alpha-wave cycle prediction program,) Then

I noticed that there was 2 signh up on the bulietln board

announcing that a Dungeons and Bragons game was belng played
in room 18 19018,

Supressing the urge to break into "La Marseilles: and

"Deutchland Uber Alles" at the door of 1918, Adam and I entered,
with Bric, and played a nearly excellent game, Nearly excellent
s 1s 1t ? TI've never played In a better dungeon, Adam was

John Carter, Col,, C,5,A,, ret,, Jeddak of Jeddaks, Warlord

of Barsoom; Erlc was "Truckie," a cleric (we all have our
personal fallures,); and I was Cheech Wizard, a maglc user,
(Magic User? "Coke, mostly," Never mind---)
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According to some special rules the gamesmaster had invented,
John Carter was attractive to members of the opposite sex. So
much so that a female giant ant fell in love with him,

Not that the ant wasn't useful; 1t dldn't dle until after Carter
did, and only then because 1t was greatly outnumbered by orcs.

Everyone but Adam survived, and we emerged from the dungeon at
five 1n the moring, tired but happy; in terms of the game, no
richer, but with a good deal of experience,

I got about 4 hours sleep total (unusually high for me at a con-
vention,) and John woke me up at thn (TEN IN THE MORNING for
Gods sake---thought he was more clvilized than that) because he
wanted someone to go the to fifth flioor of the hotel and play
pinball with him, I refueed, naturalily, but couldn't get back to
sleep, so got up around 11. As I refused to go back to the
aforesald disgusting bourgeous restaurant (I'd name it if T
could remember its name, so you'd be sure never to go there),

so I parted company, and wandered around until I found a Burger
King. Swallowing my distates, and attempting to convince myself
that Burger King was better than the disgusting bourgeous
regtaurant, I went Inside and had some Soylent Brown.

When I returned, I permanently (more or less ) parted company with
the rest of my group, as I usually do, eventually, at conven-

tiens, I don't know why, really; I get irritated at them, and
go off by myself,

So I wnt and aaw both of the "Flint'" movies, and caught the
Guest of Honor speech, but missed all the other panels, to my
chagrin, (Anne MeCaffrey sounded like a real person, suprising-
ly enough, [Why suprisingly? Getting sexist in your old age?]§‘
So I wandered around, visited the Dealer's room, posted a notice
for a Diplomacy game, and wound up watching someohne mangle

"The Circus of Doctor Lao" into a comparatively awful movie,

So, anyway, three people Smgse&-up for the Dip game, and John
Vanible, a (horrors!) comics fan agreed to play, and I figured
I could_make up the difference among my friends and passersby.

But none of the three people showed up, and Vanible motioned

me away when I tried to disengage him from the (female) person
he was talking to, and none of my friends wanted to play, Sso

the only person who wound up Interested was a passing wargaming
fan, And you can't really play Diplomacy with two. So I sald
"screw 1it," and packed up my set, cursing D, Undecipherable of
room 919, Alice Murphy, and Ann Severissen, the three people who
had sigend up for the game and who had falled to show,

I returned to room 1918, and the GM gracefully let me take -
over the persona of a third level wilizard who had been found
wandering around in the dungeon. The game wasn't .as good as
1t had been the night before, but still reasonably decent,
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On sunday, at least, I managed to get to all the panels,
The major lousy one was a speech by Gordy Dickson in which
he spoke a great deal about some idea of his whiech had something
to do with oral history, and the gap between fans, editors,
writers, and academe, As I said, he spoke at great langth,
but saild nothing, At the end of the speech, I had no more 1dea
of what the speech was about than when 1n started,’

And there was 2los an excellent presentation by Bonnle Dazell
of the allen animals she designed for a Smithsonian exhibit,

- So, eventually, we 1eft. At the bottom of the escalator in the

hotel, John tumned, and flicked a little switeh inset Iin a metal
circle on the egealator,

I exploded; God only knowg, I'd had enough of his stupid
antics dvuling the convention,

So I went to the bus terminal on my own, And caught the
right bus, .

They didn't, of course, and didn't get back until 2 in the
morning, incompetent bastards,

I arrived at the Port Authorlty Bus Terminal with precisely
33¢ in my pocket, Ah, well, the ephemerality of cash,

*

It's been a couple of days since L told you about my progress
with the columns, to me, at least., John, too, decided to go
. to ECMUNC, and, although he had two months warning, wasn't

able to do a proper column in time, So he wrote %HAND wrote)

something for me ‘that dcesn't look foo long, but looks amusing,
hopefully. Scott's column 18 non-existant, and I haven't
recleved Rebecca Baggetts yet. I think T told her the
deadline was April 18, not April 11, Ah, well, If I don't
"get her column by the 12, I'll have to delaying printing GIGO
two weeks, Why two? Because next weekend 1is [UNACON, and T
haven't time during the week,

*

TITLES I NEVER GOT AROUND.TO, BUT RAY YET,
or,
MORE SPACEFILLER

--"What Can You Do With A Tribble?"

--"A Tribble's The Only Love Money Can Buy
--"THE STARLUST"
--""THE SEX MILLION DOLLAR MAN

Sorry about that last cne----




14
FANZINE REVIEWS by Ted Pons

Black Oracle #8: Published semlannually by George Stever, PN Box
10005, Baltimore, MD, 21204; Ed by J. Barmm

BLACK ORACLE has been labelled the "little gem of fanzines," and
l1ssue #8 proves with finality that such a title is not mere
preaention, Editor Parnum and Publlsher Stover manage to pack
an astonishing amount of Informatiwe text inte what 13, in terms
nf dimensions, a very small magazine, Complementing the articles
and flctlon pleces are photos, film-poster lllustratiens, and
well executed artwork, all of which comblne, more often thah

net, prefectly to fit the general layout,

Letters of comment, or compliment, (most notable being that one
written by 1969 Hugo winner for Best Fan Writer, Harry Warner,
Jr.) to kilck of ORACLE #B8, followed by an amusingly caustic
artlele by Steve Vertlleb which casts a critical eye on the

much publieized ewinions and reactlons of "The Exorciat” viewing
audlence, T

Marc Casslno's sword-and-sorcery fictlon plece, "How Rar
Tokler Became the Wizard of the Flaming. Sword," 1s the weakest
offering of the magazine due to 1t's somewhat underdeveloped
apppnach and plot., With some expanslon and c¢larificatlion of

the actlon, however, the work shows édefinlte promlse &s a
serles,

By far the most interesting and lengthy single portion of BO #8
14 the Dave Aqulno/George Stover "Chat With Forrest Tucker, "
the famlliar star of such memorable 'Fiftles horror outings

a3 Hammer's "The Abomlnable Snowmen of the Himalyas," "The
Crawling Eye," and "Cosmic Monsters," and, more recently, of
televisions successful "F Troop" series and net-so-successful
"Dusty's Trail." ((Two all time greats.)) His straigntforward
answers present a valudble Insight into the making of his
fantasy films (marticularly his Hammer effort,) and reflect

a genuine love for the medium and an interest in the horror
genre,

Book/f11m reviews, endpaper 1llos., and a short Vertlleb fictilon
plece round out &n excellent issue, At forty-cent, BLACK
ORACLE is undoubtedly the fanzlne bargaln of the year, and
should 10t be missed, =

NYCTALOPS #10: Edited & Published by Harry Morris, Jr., 500
Wellesly S.E., Albucuergue, N,M,, 87106; $1.50

Harry Morris' 'Silver Scarab Press" haz done 1t 2gain -- publl-
shed another lssue of the most consistenily outstanding
Lovecraft Meird Talas-circle magazine ever mede availlable to the
fan readershilp. The current NYCTALOPS exhibits the professional
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standards in both appearance and-content that have been 1te
trademarks curing i1ts long literary:lifetime. Why the
magazine has never managed to pick: up a Hugo Award along. the
way remains a mystery. (The only péssible explanation being
the unhappy fact that efforts .of this type, deveted te the
. horror.genre, have long. been peglected by the large body
. of ‘fans whé inevitably express with their Hugé votes &

distinct preference for sclence-flction oriented 1zines.)

_The ¢optents of NYCTALOP #10, consiating of work done iy
_many. preminetib~fan writers,. vary as to subject mattér ahd .
are much too numberous to inspect individually, The most
notable pleces, however, bear mention,. "Lovecraft in
Astunnding Stories," by Robért Weinberg, (¢omplete with the
original pulp lliustrations), examines the impact of HPL on
the pages of the 1930's magazine .of the title, and the a1-
_Ghbtomous feedbac Lovegraftis storiés received from the .
@%ays not-quite- n-agreement readers, - weinberg's smooth
writing style; research, .and topic chlioice are a rawarding

change gf pace rrbm the uaual pedestrian gamut of Lovecraft
..tarticlga ,_ _ ' .

Mike Garoia an amazingly polished new talent, provides anothe
stunning. art follo -~ & follow up to the one. presented in
the srévious issue of NYCT, His work exhibits such fully’

- developed talent that it shouldn't be surprising if such,
afferts .are soon placed on a2 par with the best of Spursin,
Fabian, and Kirk, o ' ‘

John J. Koblas' “Search For Rick's Lake,‘ and. entertaining
‘account of the author's quest, in the ¢ompany of Alan
Gullette, for the watery locale of August Derleth's "The
Dweller In Darkness,” should be of interest not only to those
ardent aficionado's who have searched for some hidden speck
of truth in the HPL/Derleth mythos, but to the sasual

fan as well. (A rather injudicious aside ~-- they never

414 find the lake, bust. such efforts are the stuff of which
fandom 18 made, )

A Sizeable lettere section featuring miasives from such
luminaries as L, Sprague ‘deCamp, E, Hoffmen Price, Robert
Bloch, and Harry warner wraps up: the issue. warning" '
NYCTALOPS has ‘a tendsency to sell out at an ineredidly fest
rate -~ such excellence, well: worth £he price, does not
long remain in. print.. .

- GORE. GREATURES #23: Published annually by Gary Svhhla,“
5906 Kavon Ave,, Baltimﬁre, MD, 21206; $1.00

An. apprOpriately ghouliqn ccver héralds GCRE CREATURES #°3,
‘the most. attractive, lavishly illustrated 'issue of this

- magazlne . to date, . GC Is now.near the top of the surprisingl:
‘competetive fantasy-film publicatlor field, and reflects the

care that only an interested edltor, knowledgeable writers,

an annual appearance schedule can bestow,




Gary Svehla contributes another of his enfoyable surveys, this
time centerihg on the- relatibnship ‘of violerice to clnema hnrr—
or, a3 “the introductory préce. 'Fallowlfig thls Is B111l - -
Littman's scholarly article on the Max Steiner score for the
clags¥e King Kdng, whiich successfully brings to mind the pri-
mitivée rhythms 'of Skull ISland and- 1t 's prehistorle denizens,
Hopefully, .similar f{imusic ‘[sic]: ‘egsays will be fnrthcoming
in the pages of GORE CREATURES and oLher fantasy 'zines.-

Doh Smith's Sptﬁitedf“Defénse of Witchfiﬁder Genera1"~w111 be
of ‘mére than pagsing irterest to- admirers of the AIP Mishael
Reeved /Roger Corman-Edgar . Alldn Poe  Tilm seBiles, while the
more ¢lassic<sriented redders will find satisfactlien in the in-
clusidn of a Colin Clive: tribute, a eritique. of Lugosits:
"White ‘Zombie,” and a'Ron Berst:retréspect-of 'The Sereen -
Career of the Second Maddest Doctor,"” -~ Lionel Atwill, -Gary
‘.Svehla's inspection of f1lm characters Y%ho have found their way
“te Eternal Life:--"1f ‘only until the last reel;". rounds oum
‘an iSSue of wide appéal and uniform ex&ellence.'u;,_
That- GORm CREATURES is*alive and well after twenty~threea;asues
should be eévident, ®ebplet- itsr publishing ‘schedulé reduction
tn once a year, The fact that 1ts standards af- superior ety
quallity have not at all dlminished provides ample guarantee
of- a. long and prbsperous life. ' : L o S
g . I’ ) ‘r .‘"*"_._ e S T .-".',‘ -. n "_T.'_". a
Tty v s e

‘ aINEFAN #1- Edited ami. Published by Pmdall D. Larson, Farrﬂom

 Unlimlted “Enterprises; 774 Vista Gran&e Ave Los
“r Altms, GA 94009; $1 50 o :

CINEFANR$A'13 a fiftv-ciﬁht page, profusely 111ustrated
carefull: T”SeaPCheu and written, superbly arranged maatenn
wmrk..NM,M if you're a skeptic 1llke me, you're probably of
the opihicn” that no publication can ‘be: that pvaiswworthy, ,
Right 9 Werng,  Anyote: who may think that I am-being -ever~
cnmplimenﬁ v=has butito. ¢rder a copy of this alnems
magazine wiith,’ with 1ts: wery first ‘issue, has:;abtained: the
level®s ‘of ‘excellénge ({goddemn--that's "levels of -quallty' "))
displayed by such established genre-lepders.as. PHOTON, - -~
GORE CREATURES, and LITTLE SEOPPE OF HORRORS,

A complete run-dowh ol CINEFANS'!s: contents 18 nnt possible due

to space limltatleéns, but the méore prominent pieces -are a8

follows: Greg Shoemaker, editor of THE JAPANESE FANTASY FILM

JOURNAL; contributes "A Romantiec’s View .0f the Toho Légend,"

. an in-3epth scan, complete with rare stilis; ofithe famed .

. Orlental film' company's many fantasy outings undertsken. between
: 195# and 19“9 {the rerio& genera*ly apceﬁteﬁ aﬁ being the ‘Toho
Pquality" yearsy, " .

X I l""
Sy o . . . ‘|.

Randa1ll Larson's qur¢s and uhndis Son of Blob and Schmock,"
provides Interesting and informative reading for fans of the

Jacxk Harris Enterprlﬁes f£iims (The Bleb, Dincsavrs, L-D Man,
et nos | fhe most rarsant naf whicrh 1hn1uar TAan AP Tiah Y
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"Dark Starf" and John Landis' widely publiecized horror/
satire , "Schlock.,"

Howard & Clegg's length analysls of "Perfmrmers In the
Horror/Fantasy Cinema: 1950 - 1960," and an intensive film
review sectlon comprise the body of the remalnder of the
magazlne. ' ‘

BINEFAN #1 1s not to be missed.

({(I'm scrry 1f I sounded unpleasant in typing this up.
I interjected two comments -~ one remarking on the greatness
of "F Troop," and one saying "sic" to the 'word" "Fillmusic,"

((I didn't mean elther of these as a reflection upon the
taste or English of the author, I'm sarry if they sounded
that way,))

Since we're on the subject of fanzine reviews, I might
as well dn some myself,

KARASS (Linda E, Bushyager [mever seen her name without an
"E" -- strange], 1614 Evans Ave, Prospect ¥k, PA, 19076.,
L4L/$1) 18 one of the two best mimeoed fanzines I know --

in fact, its probably one of the best !'zlnes I know period,
Although mostly a newszine, the personality of the ed 1is
greatly felt -- which 1s what makes a fanzlne, after all,

I can't really deflne what attracts me te the thing, but I
like 1t, If you waste 40¢ on 1t, and think it's not fit
too read, and too rough to use for tollet paper, you can
aiuiays blame me,

NOTES FROM THE CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT (Denis Quane, Box CC,

E. Texas Sta,, Commerce, TX, 75478, 1,/30¢) i1s the other

one o my two favorite mimeoed zines, Its critlcism,
commentary and the like, ((Feel illiterate, It's criticism
ete, of cource,}) I know what draws me to this one, though;
it's printed well, the artlcles, letter, and so on are from
people who think, the ed's personality 1s pleasant, the
artwork 1s good ---in fact I can't find a thing wrong with
1t. Except that it's too short, of course. I'm nominating
it for an Hugo, and the FAAA as well, ({is that one A or three
or two, or Ilmaginary five, or the cubed rnot of two, or What?5

({(Looked 1t up. I was right; 1t 1s three,))

((By the way, "its" is The Fanzlne Activity Achlevement
Award, a sort of fan-Hugo. If you want more info, ----
bloody hell, can't find the address, T dunno, maybe 1if
you wrlte KARASS, they'll give you info.))
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BOOWATT WEEKLY-ed, by Garth Danielson, 20-3?7 Edlson Ave, Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, CANADA, R?G OL9

Is it a put-on or isn't 18? Someone tell me before I make a
fool of my self,

Well, in any case, the thing is very definitely worth 1ts price
-- gratls; the questlion is, is 1t worth more,

If 1t's a put-on, 1lt's one of the best Joba I have ever seen,
and one of the most amusing., If it isn't ---- wall, I still
like 1%,

BW 1s something of a personal journal; each "Chapter" is about
four pages of Danielson's thoughts, and a general descriptlon
of what he's been doing, and an anecdote or two,

THE FLYING BUFFALO's FAVORITE MAGAZINE (Flying Buffalo Computer-
Confliet Simulation Inc, PO Box 14@7, Scottsdale, AZ, 85852)

1s a zine devoted %o Richard Loomisz' computer wargames, He's
presently running NUTLEAR DESTRUCTICN, wcrld war three; BATTLE
PLAN, world war two more or less); RAUN&RIEG tactical space
warfare, MOONBASE, tactical combat on the moon; TIME TRAP,
tactical time travle combat; DIPLOMACY; and BOARD OF DIRECTORS
whic 13, to my knowledge, some sort of economlcs game,

If youtre interested 1n any of them, you can get information
about them at <he same address,

TFBFM vrinte playeor ratings for the various games, articles a
about ,rmn, ods, eaitorial blatherings, and the 1llke, Last
issue wus 18 rages. - aich, offset ((AUGH!)) reduced printed
comes -0 quite a ~iv or materiel. If you aren't Into Loomls'
gams5, 1t probably lanit worth it, And, 1f you're & computer
“rezlk, 't s8tlll prcbably 1sn't worth it, as the zine is
gam=g-crlanted, rather than computer-orlented.

Somethlng In the same line but more general 1ls the same companles!
WARGAMERS INFORMATION, It contains news, articles, that sort

of thing., Pretty decent, although the graphics leave alot to

be deslired, Even having the zine typeset by the computer would
be desirable to the horrible-typefaced typewrlter Loomls uses
((1ook who's talking.)) '

THE NOSTALGEA JOURNAL (PO Bex ~U42, Lewilsvllle TX, 75067, free-
for-nothing,) and THE JOURNAL (Box 1286, Essex, Ont, $2.75/1°)
are zines of a feather; comlcs adzlnes, They sent me review
copies, zo I suppose I ought to review.

I detest adzlines as it 18 -- no useful information, no person-
allty -- and these are no better or worse than any others.
Unless koure a comics fan, stay away from them,
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UNIVERSE (Kelth Justice, Rt, 3, Box 47, Unisn, Miss,, 39365)
shows a lot of promise, It's a sllck offset (oh that - :
word) semi-prozine (although 1t ®ays 1t is a fanzine attempting
to become a prozine.) It 1s devoted to using academic
standards of crilticlism to review sf books, and its eventual

goal is to give at least a short review to every book as it 1s
published,

The first issue 1f mostly repetitive statements by the edltor,
saying that he 1s a fanish nothing (I mean, he's never partic-
ipated in zine fandom) that he hopes to make UNIVERSE into

an honest-to-God review prozine, and deflning what he considers
a review, About the only thing worth reading is his review

of MALEVIL by Robert Merle, But since that is what future
lssues are golng to consist of, mostly, there i1s hope. If

he gets the support and submissions that he wants, UNIVERSE

is going to be an excellent fanzine,

Oh, by the way, 1t's 754 per issue,.

KABALLAH (Gerard Houarner (my fantasy columnist, in case you
nadn't noticed), 25-33 48th St, Long Island City, NY, 11103)
1s an excellent offset ((thls 1s getting me down)) fantasy
genzlne, The meat of this issue 1s an excellent article,
"Mervyn Peake: Fantasist,' When I first read Peake, I was
2ppalled at the slow pace, and the sheer poredom that he
induced, The article has convinced me to try agalin, but I
Acn't knoaw how leng It11 keep up with it.

Aogway, wne owr: of the zlne 1s reviews, letters, and comments,
Giinga like b, Very nlece artwork, herrible mrssage-
linear-separat

~vi, ala Lipton, Well werth 40¢, or 5/42.

&
L L
-~ s o IO .
a2 p‘:":‘:‘_“:‘s} j-d- ‘)?.'l.n. b mid B2,

TEE POOKET ARMENIAYN {Scett Rosenburg (my Tiplemacy columnist)
182-31 Radner R4, Jzmailea NY, 11432) is coedited by myself,
ccevh, datthew Plller, and Ajam Kasanof, TIt's the best

Dippy zlne L've seen, with the pciesible exception of GRAUSTARK,
(ne, really, I'm nat Jvst belng prejudiced. For instance,

the last lssue exntained four variants (Stab-Happy Diplemacy,
Paciflea I, Dilluvian ®ipl-maey, and Dilatory Diplomacy),

a number of chess varlants, the Epttaph for Da Rhymekrieg,

a poetry war whiech had been geing en in our august pages,

an article en The Imperial Diplemacy Assoclation by Robert
Sacks, some very funny press, zine reviews, and, of course,
games, We only have $15 in the treasury, which 18 encugh

to print one 1ssue, so0 subscribe, already, It's tri-weekly,
and's 8/%2, Gamefees are $6,50, but we enly have variants open
at the moment, And variant openings are free with sub,
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LILLIPUT {c/o me or Adam Gllinsky, ~40 CHOB, Washington, D.C.,
20515) 1s another of my ventures. Jt is the world's smallest
magazine -- printed on one, sometimes one and a half sides of
a pnstecard! 1It, too, 18 a Diplomacy zine, and, since it carries
‘ne articies, 1ts' kind of s8llily for ysu to subscribe unless
ymsu're planning on joining a game, We'lre stlll trying to
apen sur second game -- I think we can flt two games on 1 and
1/2 sides -- and it's probably the cheapest you ean get anywhere;
1n/$1. There is no gamefee; just maintaln a subscription,

SOL III (e/p Rebecca Baggett (my Star Trek columnist)8008 0148
Stage RdA, Raleigh, NC, 27603) 1s an excellent fanzine, nn matter
what type,. It contains the besgt fletlion, more nr less, that

I have seen in any fanzine in the past two years, Theartwnrk,
especlally that on the cover, 1f nnt as good as it was fnar the
first issue, but most of it 18 reasmnably successful,

Mostly ST fmﬁtion{ rne rezl (sorry, I don't mean that the way
1t sounds ~-"real", I mean)sf, and a couple af LOTR short-
shorts, a3 well as a bunch of mostly pretty lmusy pmems, And
revliewe, and some speculation and criticlsm., And a transepipt
of Leonsary Nlmoy's speech &t last years'! "mit ST Con. My only
real wguarrel with the thirg is that Retsze '3 etory, "Lest

You Forget," 1s the same as half-a-dozen ¢ her storles, except
re-written in the ST universe, A planetl I: Jdiscevered wlth
humans whe are all female, and have learncc hew to replicate
anyway, and, have, from necessity, develeried an homosgex soclety,

But, all in ail, 1t 1is 105 pages af excellent, well written
offset ((I fecl a caronary ceming on)) fanzine, very much
worth thts dauntirg price af $1.75

RIGEL (9031 Manchester RA, Silver Spring, >, ”0001) 1s a Buge
zine (146 pages,)} and not all that good., It contains s~me
editarial stuff, an excellent comic strip ("Star Bleepers,')
some hapbible poetry, and worse fiction., I single out "Rift
Crnssing: An Obligation Between Unilverses" not because 1t 1s
the werst story in the fzine, bub baiher the best.

It partrays a ynung wsman who 1s on a patrol for the Space Pairal,
sr semesuch, whn gets tossed Inte the Star Trek universe from

her universe. Her unlverse 18 really our's, and the Star Trek
universe is portrayed in a televisisn show in aurs. (Why nat?)
‘She falls in love wiih Mr, Spock, and Spock, fnar some obscure
reason, is going into Pon Farr prematurely. Nurse Chapel
transferred out some years ago, so her pathls mpen, She

acts like a helpless adolescent schmuck for half the story,

the marries Spock.

All right story, decent ldea and all that, not ton badly written,

but the characterization! My good Ghod, what a sterectype!

Hysterical female type all over, and yet she's rumming her own
Scout Ship, and the blaody storg's written by a female!
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Ah, well, should get better,

Hallelujah! Just found the address for the FAAA's, It's Moshe
Feder, 1472-34 Booth Memorial Ave, Flushing, NY, 11355

Robert Brggn Lipton (Box 360, Lafayette College, Easton, PA,

18042) mentioned me in THE MIXUMAXU GAZETTE, so I suppose I
should do the same,

TMG eontalns mostly press, letters, and games, wlth commentary
by RBL, and an occaslional plece of poetry or play by REL.

It used to be one of the best Dlp zlnes in the hobby, but
seems to be geiilng worse, I stilll 1like it, though, and it's
certainly worth 1C/42, (He's offering a special thing at

7/$1 for a while, 8o you might try that.) No game openings
at the moment, to my kncwledge,

1

I don't have space to review all the other Diwpzines that
I've recleved recently; 1'll do scme mor:< next i1ssue, and,
if you want more Informetion, you can w. .te me as a last
resort,
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It's really very fnay. They key immedlately above the "2" on
my typewriter is an 6{ocops) §, or so it says above it. But,

when I press 1t, 1t comes out as 9, Ah, well, the vagaries
of TEM.

§558555556855555555660888555508585556555555556665555555556656658

gWhat 1s above the six 1s suppcsed to be a ¢, but 1t's really
, too, The way I make a ¢ 1s by making a "e", backspacing,
and making a "/".,)

$5558555588885555555535535555585. - 5808 I005443855085938588888

I wasn't geing to review any mere zines, but I Just got o wory

af CENTURION in the mall, with a plea to "plug" it, I trv«xt

te piug zines; rather, I try te review them, Thus, I eccrircaaLy
give one a bad review,

CENTYRION (c/e Russel Fux, 5160 Donna Ave, Tarzana, CA, <.756
"I theuglt only Edgar Rice Burroughs lived I1n Tarzana}j LD
anether Dippy Zine. It's rather new, and hzen't been abls

te get eneugh people for a game yet, and doesn't have many
articles, and most ef these are rerxrinted, but the editor dces
seem falrliy intelligent, and, though I can't rouch for the
quality of the gamesmasterling, the games are cheap; 1 free with
a sub ($2/8), and $1 fer every game thereafter,




COMICS
by Charles Jacquss .

The first quarter of the year, as 1ig the custom among comle book
publlishers, brought the release of the major sales gambits for
the year. Thun@ing through z stack of the new releases, I
notliced wnat could b= called developing trends., If these trends
make 1t, and are 4 blg success, several editors and writers

have thelr acrreers made., If they fall thrsugh, these same
people are going to be hard pressed 1or work for awhile,

In truth, nelther of . thege trends is new. The first, the Sword
and Sorcery magarine, 1is trying for the umpteenth time to make

a come-back, ZEarly in the history of comics, S&S wag a big thing
but 1t didn't last too long., The previous attempt for a come-
back, engineered in 1367-70, brought about such short runners

as D.C.'s "WIERD WORLDS." As to how this revival trend will

go, I can't predlct, but I will say that it has gotten off to

a good start, Atlas and D,C, seem fto he the major contributors,
currently putting out 1iike 7 S & S comics between them, with

more 1n the works,,..of the Atlas works, the vest seems to be

"Ironiaw," the adventures of an uncouth berl. rian wanderer,
containing some of the most revealing cex seoncs and language

I have ever sean usged in comices,...of o+ . C, vwoiks, two stand
out in my mind,..."Becwuli, .ne Dragon S:uy.ﬂ,” which 1s baged

on the oldest survivirg plece of English Tiicrature., "Beowulf"
has been adapted vabe twlce before, but the D.C, adaption is the
best T've see:.... '“he Stalker," the other outstanding D.C,

Job, 18 about a man out to recover his stolen soul, A virtual
masterpiece.,...Sacrd and Sorcery 1sn't actually a newborn trend,
elther, Two Swcrd and Sorcery comles have exlsted prior to the
current trend that are doing well. Gne is Marvel's "Conan

The Barbarian," and the other 1s Gold Key's "Dagar.", nelther

of which are as good as the new releas=ss,

The second trend 1sn't new at a&l, but just a follow-fip to the
high sales of maga-ines like "Tarran " "the Jungle Twins," and
"Korak"....you guessed 1t, the Stones fLge comi-s. The maior
contributors to the 7@~ond round of {7 ¢ cave DO,
Chariton, and Gold Key....Charitcn's Z..1 &g2 wirks are
limited strictly to adaptatlons of the arimatad t.v. shcus
"WValley of the Dinosaurs," and "Korg: 70,000 B,C,," or at
least so far, Perhaps they'll expand to original matnriel
Soon. 0Of the two, "\falley‘7 is the best, but both are pretty
good, considering what the wrlters were handed to work with.
....0301d Key has come up with an original stone age comic,
something &hey aren't noted for (original comics, that is, )
Their new comlc is "Tragg and the Sky CGods,” about a mutated
caveman out to repel the alien invasion of Earth, The allen
one beneficial gods, are now land'slave hungry 1lnvaders who
threaten Earth's very survival, The art isn't thz hest, but
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the storteg are excellent,...l.>.!s r=w works run a close
second to "Tragg." They have iticu3.2 two new StoreAge
comics, The first ®s "Tor of One Million Years Ago," a
revival of the fabulous Joe Kubert caveman /semi-superhero
that was quite popular so many years ags., The other D,C.
work, "Kong, The Untamed," 1is as yet unpreviewed,

Or course, ihere 1s a logical reason why publishers,

editors and wrilters are stlcking so much out on what at best
is a good bet, Sales are down ((rszaiiy? In times of
depression, I'd think comic boo#s would thrive)) and the
country is in the middle of severe troubles, The comic
companles need sales to avold bankruptcy, and the public
needs escaplsm, What better way to excape than to become

a knight or caveman for a short while, Nobhing like bringing
down a dragon or "Thunder Lirard" to avoid worldly pressures,
right?

Tidbits
D,C., insplred by the auccess of a coi'c book adaption of the

pulp-hero "The Shadow," 18 trying ags? 1, this time with
'Justice, Ine.," starring The Avang.r, :nother pulp hero...,

Marvel 1s getting into this act, tc: . Starting soon "Doe
Zavaga, Man of Rronze" willl be avei. le in a 75¢, black-

and-white magazire ~f his own,

D.C.,, ¢riven by plunging sales, has turned to criminals for
a 1ift. "The Jcker," Batman's arch-foe, 1s now appearing

in his sun magazline, The whole idea 1s this; the Joker

Is an eprt237, Sow ehn crooks start bragglng about how
great they ave, he busts cut cf the asylum for the criminally
Insane in which he 1s committed, to shut their bragging
mouths, Issue #7, Seaturing Willy the Weeper should be on
sale now.

The o0ld D.C, magazines "Showcaze" and "D,C, Special,"” have
been revived, "Showcase" is now "First Issue specilal,” a
monthly comic, “Showcasing" new comic 7 aturces as Pllots for
their own stri;s. Issue # f{es..: .z Ta:icilirl and Robin

(I think) should be on sale as you read this,..'D,C.Special
has been revieved as a quarterly, 50¢ glsnt, The firsc
revived 1ssue(#16) should still be on sale,..,its theme?
Super-gorrilias vs. superheros,

Next issue we willl take a look at Charltons!' effort to
revive its Superhero line, an effort spearheaded by tic
comic "E-Man",,,,,untll them..,.Pax, Live Long and Frocs..r,

((And may your children live in interesting times, and Dry

Up and Blow Away, and Klck Me, I'm Klingos, and Live Loose and
Pay Later, and Rikloy Swa Rhee, and Elen S1la Lumenn Omentilmo,
and Make War, Not Bullshlt, and Loose Lips Sink Ships, and
iike that. Never mind ......thls Kindly Pretenscious Parting
Phrase bilt that everyone is doing is getting me down.))
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((Sativa, Ir7ica, or horvegica? Or don't you care?))

({Gerard Houarner prints & zine which sheuld be reviewed
somewanerae, ))

Judging . vho regponse I got from my first column, I wnuld
guess thze there are three people who read it; me, Greg
(well, he has te, 'cause he has to type 1t up,) and the

guy whn erdexed « sample 1ssue of ¥aballah, Now that ain't

much of a readershlp, or 4 response, 30 I can enly assume
that mnst of yeu cither krow nothing about fantasy and

are awc’ by my minigcule am..at of knowledge on the
subject, er ysu (urt don't care.. I you belong to the
latter group, buzz off and leave me alone, ((The origl-
nal version says "fuck off", but Houarmer changed 1t to
buzz #ff. Iet that be a leuson to ve.. [To whom? /Don't
econfuse me/]}) I veu are of the forme ", then give me

a llsten,

A gout Intrcaw.ticn uo fantasy 1s, o0 ccurse, to read
the filthy find-ictiing garbage. Lcliiea has to be put
at the Tow of your reading list, not only because he ex-
emplifizcs tne 1rdgainary world fantasy-and-quest theme,
but becaure everycne elge has read him, too, You don't
want to cwund like 2 complete 1730t at the next sf
eonventlen, do yo.? Leogaw, wii. ooy, ell yeu might
plek up the covive RBallsantine Aduit fanteay line (the
books with the funny 1little uvonlecorn noads oo the upper
left corners,) edited by Tin Carter, 1t has 1is problems
(namely, the editer's introducticns, whilch sometimes
zontain more fantasy that the bocks themselvesg, and the
way he has of breaking up and ¢ditli, =ome ¢l the books,)
out 1t is s8till worthwhile 2= 7~ Iintrco icticn to fantasy,
Unfortunately, Ballantine has ¢ .o 1ne serles and
sarter 1s nut of a Job, but some ook dealera stlll

s=ock them, and wvou should be able to ITind used coples

at conventlonsg,

But fantesy 13 a llttle more than what Lin Carter publi-
ghed in the Ballantine serfes. Thers 1s, for instance,
norror, Lovecraft 1s the currekt favirite for fans of
the genre, but there's still Edgar Allen Poe to contend
with, along with Raobert Chambres, Ciark Ashton Smith,
Manly Wade Wellman, and a whole bundh of pecple I either
daon't know yet or haven't gotten around to reading. If
vou 1like horror storles, do yourself a favor, and read
the authors other than Lovecraft as well, You'll only
be limiting your 1life 1f you dedlcate yourself to Lovecraft,
as some fans have done,



"5

Then there's what Richard Lupoff 1ikes to call faz ' Jock-

strap stories: sword and sorcery fantasy, The premise is simple
by ght this real strong dude who 1s Jjust a 1little dim going
against some sorcerer or withh, Sounds boring, doesn't 1t?
Most of 1t 1s, Robert E, Howard 1s the chief god of this
category, and, like Lovecraft, fnas thnd to think he's the only
cne who could wrilte the stuff, If you like heroic type of
adventure, then I suggest you immerse yourself inh some myths
(personal prejudice makes me suggest &he Celtlic and Welsh
myths,) A godd primer for s&s 1s the Flashing Swords antholo-
gies edited by, once again, Lin Carter, The %wo books will give
you a general 1dea as to who 1s dolng what and how well (or

how badly) the stuff is being written, Michael Moorcock is one
of my personal favorites and 1s one of the better writers of
S5&3, but even he has severe lapses of technique and plotting,

Finally, there are the epics, Tolkg&en, naturally, belongs to
this type of fantasy, E,R,Eddiscn, C.8, Lewis and perhaps
Mervyn Peake (depending on your definitien of eplc) have all
written some damn find eplcs or hlgh fantasles, A word of
warning though; E,R, Eddison and Peake are stylists {(alon
with Dunsany, Morris, and a bunch of oi'. r fantasy writers%
which means that 1f you are not used t¢ them you will find them
difftcult to read. They are well worch the effort of reading
and, in my humble opinion, the epics cire the best type of
fantasy. They comblne sword and scrcery adventure, myths,
horror and imaginary worlds, asc you get a little blt more

of everything, and the characters are usually more vivid

than 1n other types of fantasy.

I have done a lot of generalization in the above paragraphs,
but, quil®e Jranlly, T z2ould wrtse o Lol tust intorducing the
various writers, thelr styles, themes, etc, As a matter or
fact, such a tvosk nhics been written, Tnaginary Worlds, by

Lin Carter (yes, He does get around a“ET%, doesn™t Eej 18 the
first book, to my knowledge, that has been written as a general
gude to reading and writing fantasy., ILike a lot of things
asgoclated with Carter, 1t has 1ts faults, but 1t is the only
book of its kind and is still in rrint, .o T suggest you plck
it up, It will give you a general idea of who has wrltten
fantasy (and especilally what has been publlished by the Ballantine
Adult Fantasy ser#es, sinee it 1s part of that serles and tends
to plug 1t shamelessly) and what kind theytve written.

If you want to find out more about fantasy (reading reviews

and critical articles to figure out who you might be interested
in---a vary sane policy, considering the price of hard cover
and paperback books these days), I would suggest you subscribe
to some of the fantasy magazline floating around, AMRA 1s for
the sword and sorcery freaks, It publlshes some good articles
on Howard, Burroughs, etc., along with medloecre poetry and some
nice art., The only problem with the mag is that 1t 1s somewhat
irregular, and you ten 1issue subscription, costing six bucks,
18 likely to last a few years, ©8Still, it is worth you while,
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It 18 avallable at Boy 0044 Flidladel, 123, PA, 19101, A sort of
companion magazine to AMRA is ERB-do.., published by C,E, Caze-
dessus, Jr. (Route Two, Fox 119, Clinton LA, TO7~",) ERB-dom
gpecialized 1In articles and art pertaining te Edgar Rice Burr-
oughs, The art is excelilent, as i1s the procuction, and each 3%
issue contalns The Fantaosy Collector, an advertising supplement
full of ads for books and related matter. A sample issue will
cost you $°, and a five issue sub 1s $9.

The Mythoplec ({er--Mythopeic)) Society is an organization de-
dicated to the works of Tolklen, Willlems, and Lewls ( the

big three Christian fantasy writers.) It is a very active group,
wlth several fan discussion c¢lubs scattered acress the country,
and a newslietter csglled Mythprint., The newsletter lg very use-
ful, and is rumored to be monthly (though I haventt heard from
them since February,) and costs 60¢ a copy. T suggest you send
for a smaple and ask for information on how to become a member,
on thelr other publications, adn if they have a discussion
group in your area.

FANTASIAE 1s the monthly newsletter of The Fantasy Associatlon,
g more general snd lesg active fantasy organization than the
Mythopeic Soclety., It features reviews of “antasy books (inclu-
ding children's fanta- ;. ) critical reviews, and other things

of interest, Right ncw 1t costs $4 for . vear's membership

and subscriptlion, bubt due to filnanclal .roobadds({sic)) the
Association is tlakinz of railsing the duss to §6. This 1is

a little high when you donsider the amount of materiel they
present, so if you waut to check these pecple out, do 1t now.
Send yourmonay to PO Box U560, Lox Angeles, CA 9007k,

There 18 one problem with reading gonvesy, and that 1s, where
do you find the beocecks? A quick wupvey of come of the big book
sotres reveals &nd acute lack of the more exclic fantasy publi-
shing houses ana Looks., If you have a scisnce fiction book-
spore in your area, you might try that, Lut with a wopd of warn-
ing, Most sf bookstores tend to fjack up prices on certaln
books, especlally forelgn (British) beoicis, and boolks that

have just gone out of print. If yeu Live I the bcondocks,

or you don't like your local sf bocr iz, yoa wight try

T-XK Graphics. They have just releace. thelir Spring '75
catalog, which contains most of the major sf and fantasy bocks,
The T-K Graphics people are effilcient and very helpful, and

T receommend their catalog to both af and fantagzsv fans, Junst
gend a post card telling them you want to be cn thelr malling
1ist. The address is PO Box 1951, Baltimore, MD, 21203

I hope this 1ittle survey has pparked some Iinterest in you,

the reader (you are reading thls, aren't you?) and that you

will follow up some of my suggestlons, I algo hope you will
gaad in some locs so I'll know whether or nct I'm boring you
all to tears., Until next time, happy frog-hunging.
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MIMEOGRAFHUS VIVHET ET SUP:RAT .

ANNOUNCTING THE FeoiNoATICON OF THE
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* ¥ * %
*% MIMEQ MYTHOS SOCIETY falal
* % %%
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The Mimeo Mythos Soclety 18 a soclety devnted to the
preservation and furthering nf the cause of mimeography.
Its underlyinz principle 1s the unalterable fact that the
MIMEOGRAPH I35 LSSENTTALLY 400D, and that OFFSET IS
INTRINSICATLY kVvIL,

The Mimeo Mythos Scciety intends t»o

*rrint a zine, now slated tn be entitled GREEN EGGS AND HAM,

*print an updated Shhillist every 1ssuz of GEAH, updating the
1ist of all officialy Evil publighers=s,

*issue Seals cf Approval to all Pura publications,

*Stomp out offset whereever it may we found,

*encourage fandom and the world to turn lncreasingly torwards
the humble mimeagraph,

*Print artlecies about mimeography

*egtablish ¢ central clearing house for the distribution of
wholesalis mimecgraph supplileg,

You too can help in our Holy fiuzads zgainst Offsetism.
Merely clip the coupon belw, and send us Two (2) dollars
($) and nc 2ents (&) for a years membersnty 'n the MIMEO
MYTHOS SCCikryY, and a six issue subsoripiicn to the MMSts
societal organ, BREEN BGGS AND HAM,

(Note; really, honest to Ghod, the zincve 18 not a Joke,)

. —— g e . - =y v S b e A TP m— e e = e m o —  am m r a — r E — d— o v A

Brother in faith;

I, too, believéd in the cause of the lowly mimecsr -ph, I
belleve that the preservation of mimeography &and tne
ruthless extermination of offset 1s esgential for the
continued survival of all that 1is good in mankind, 1T
therefore and forthwith, posthast, ipse fact and quid p:
quo (what ?) include the sum of Two(e dollars ($) and no
(0) cents (¢}, to help further your Good Weopk,

NAME
Address

Clty, Stete Zip. '

Mail to G. .. %likyan, 1675 York Ave, NY, NY, 100~" or Scott
Rosenberg, 17°- 1 Radnor R4, Jamaica NY, 11432 GEAH's first
1ssue should be out in June,
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A1l right, this shcould be the last bulletin on what I'm
doling with my recalcitrant columnists.

Scott Rosenberg, and Jchn Liberman, my Diplomacy and
cemputers eolumnists respectibvely, falled to come up
with thelr c¢olumns by the deadline, for one reason or
another, I extended the deadline by three days, but
John dldn't g=t hls 4in by then either; or rather, he
had given me a two page hand-scrawled thing by the
firast deadline and hadn't Iimproved on it by the second,
Scott got his in, thankfully.

Rebecca Baggett, my Star Trek columnist, still hasn't
gotten hers into me. As she hag to mail 1t, 1t may be
that she mailed it to my former address, and the effici-
ent post office has not ferwarded to me yet., As well,

I have disccovered that an alrmail letter I malled her

a week ago was never malled----1% sat under a2 plle of
shit on my table, and I never came acwoss it to deposit
1t 1n a mall box. Thiss issue will :1ly be 34 pages long,
and, 1f I get her column before T stovt mailing GIGO

out {(that won't ve until five or si« days after today,
when I'm printing it---Lunacon, ¢. . © you know,) I will
print 1t up in a separate flyer and .nclude 1t. If you
don't get 1t with your l1lssue, I'll aunounce whather or
not T got 1t 1n GIGO #3, and you can send me and SASE,
i1f you like, feor it.

Arrgh,

ARRGHARRGH ACTRGHARRGHARRGHARRGHAREGHARRGH ARRATARRGHARRGH

THE 3SC-CALLED COMPUTERS COLUNN
scrawled by Jcohn Libarman

ol Sy G s e g R e PR O S e

T was worried, Dead worried. 1 :=zemed to me that there
was a great deal wrong, And all I had o go on was my
friend's last words. Juszt befnre he was croacked under
a Mag Tape unit, my friend gasped "F3!"

Now, I had heard of F3S. It was gcing to be IEM's new
machine, I called up a girl I know who worked there,

A rather affusive and bubbly person, she ftalked all the
time. But I clammed((oh---she clammed up [illegible]))
when I mentioned FS off the cuff.

I 4du didn't 1ike that., It mmelled 1ike a cower-up to
me, I don't care about corporate politics, but when my
friends dle because of it, I get anzry.

Some people call me a shamus, Others call me a morcn,
I'm just a businessman in a very dirty ovusiness, 1
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have a tltle, so 1f you're going tc¢ c¢all me anything, call me
Computer Securlty Investlgatlons, My name Is Friday. I don't

work Mondays, and my girlfriend gets off Friday.(sorry) ((I should
hope so---why am I printhtg this??9))

I went over to IBM, Not my people however whose the HQ is ({
illegible)). Its . Da Nang, I flew over on World Afrrlines.
When T got there, they captured me, I was knocked out in the
scuffle, I was trapped in a glant register (General Purpose 13)
I gsaw to my horror that scmeone was golng to wrlte over me,

gso I Jumped over to the onsole and shutdown the system,

I was safe, And angry. I stomped Into Walter Gemans office
and demanded an explanation, He told we, wisely, as I was
pointing a gun at him. I went home to tell the world what FS
is,

((The author was gound with multiple gun wounds, a garrotte
around his incapacitated head, and a knife 1in his back, Pro-
nounced suicide, the body was committed to an insane asylum))

Note that the abdve double gquotes are not mine (the editor's.)
I believe they are meant to mislead you inte thinking they are,

IDATDATIDATDAIDATDATIDATDATDATDATDATDATDATDAIDATDATIDATDATDATDATIDA ?

DIPLOMACY ORGANIZATIONS
by Scott Rosenberg

newyorkconspiracybritishconspliracysandiegoccnspliracyedibiraanrodw

Yes I know, last lgsue's column wds on a similar toplc, but when
you et right down to 1t, there are only two major topics worth
discuassing in the hobby: tactlecs, and politics, lnecluding slander
and scandal., Well, T don't consgider myself that great a tactical
expert, nor do I enjoy reading or wrlting tactics artlcles; so
you're all going to get a large dcse of lcbby rrlities in here.
And before we start in with accusatlions . 2 slanders some
background information on hobby-wlide and mcre local organiratlons
is 1in order,

The first hobby-wlde crgantzation was THE DIPLOMACY ASSOCIATION
(TDA), a group mf autocratically run by John Beshara. Not that
that's necessarily good or bad; but it 1s autocratlc. The
1ndividual will have to draw his own conciuslcrs on thls one;
while outwardly 1t certainly seems to be aiding the bobby wilth
articles and ratings systems, there have been many accusaticns
on the part of some people that i1t 1Is worthless er detrimental,
I don't think so, but on the other hand I don't think 1t is that
important,
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In 1977, some peopie got angry at Beshara for the way he ,
TDA, and : .11t off to form THE INTERNATIGNAL DIPLOMACY
ASSOCIATLON (IDA.) The IDA is the majtor hobby arganlrzation
a%t this moment, With over ~C0 members, it 1s about the
best-qualified spokesman we've got, The IDA, as a sort of
backlash reactlion to DA 1s rather overly democratic in its
procedures, very often leading to foul-ups and slander-
lobbying, but 1n nonetheless at the moment proveds the
hobby with more serviees and pronjects than any other group.
Electlons are held annually for a "Council" which does most
of the work, There is z large amount of internal dissensicn
at present wiihin the current Council,

Besides thege hobby-wlde organizaticns, there are the regiona
groups, The aargest and most influential of these is the
British National Games Club (NGC) wnich is really more than
a Regional group; 1t's 1like an IDA Jcr Great Britain, al-
though I'm unczrialn as to how demcocratic it is., It also
runs games in its 'zine, scmethi i neither IDA nor TDA
dees. Back here in the Stateg, . :re are a number of
regional gameimasters! groups. Canada's got one, Southern
Californian's got one, Michigan's got one, New York's got
one, New England's got one, ((Septt says "a pretentious
one,” but that's a matter of opinion, I suppose I should
let him write his column, though----))}These arganizations
run the gamut foom simply insuring each otherst!games to
setting up elaborate legislative nrocedures and complex
protoncecli; in most cases, they simply try fto represent thelr
area's lhnterests to the general public.

Bvery year for the past eight years, a naticnal Diplcmacy
Convention has been held (TipCen). This convention has
recently created many problews, in that ist status and
site have in the past heen = -~ ¢r of default but are nowx
being competed for; the only . ~¢blem i3 that the people ar=
commeting, but no one has the rinal authckity to dartide.
The IDA holds 1ts General Meetling there, 50 20me say 't

can decide, Others say that the guy who's run it for v
past few years owns the thing. Yet others cay that ik -

the property of all past attendees, And so forth...

Science fiction and other fans may be amazed at the

general cut-throatedness of this whole thing. More t.un
many times, law sults have been threatened; I some coses,
legal firms have been brought in to work on aspects cf some
of the problems, My theory on all of thls si simply that
the game attracts thls sort of person. After all, if the
game 1s so competitive, cutthroat, and generally rife wlth
distrust and decepticon, why belisve that the people who plax
it, and thus their groups &and organizations would Lo any
different ?
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WARGAMING COLUMN

Although I was able to find someone for the comics column,
I wasn't fer the wargaming column, so it looks like I'm
stuck with it again.

Since last issue, 1've come accross a Set of miniatures
rules known as DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS. For the uninitiated,
minlatures are miniature soldiers, A group of people some-
what larger than those involved in board-games have grown
up around miniatures.

What do you use minlatures for? One creates a battliefield,
often 1n three dimensions, then uses toy soldiers (or
tanks or whatever,) to recreate a battle. Or rather, to
play a battle,

A number of phAmphlet rules-boocks for various types of
miniatures have been published. Most rules are far from
complete; they provide gulddgdines for the player to
develop his own game, rather than at-cmpting to cover all
contingencies, as, ssy SPI games do,

BMUNGECNS AND DRAGONS, although & " siatures rulesg, can be
played without miniatures, All tiat is necessary 1is paper
and pencll, dice, and a vast amount of time on the gamesmaster
part, and somewhat less on the player's. Or rather players?.

The gamesmaster must invent an entire world, ala Tolkien, ar,
at the very l=sast, a dungeon in that world. His dungeon
sould te drawn on graph rpaper, d=taliling rocms, corridors,
stalrways, and 890 on, preierable wich g=zveral levels. And
his world chould be drawn on graph paper, detalling citles,
castles, marshes and 8o on. Usually, in my experience, tha
gamesmaster will have a plain map cof his world, and a hex
sheet for smaller areis of hls world, with perhaps a
graph-paper map of the larger cities,

Before beginning a campaign, ¢ ' Ziay2y rolls three dice
for his Strength, Intelligence, Jisdoum, Dexterlity, Charisma,
and Constituition, Strength 1s a fighting-man's prime
requisite; Intelllgence, a maglc-user's; and wisdom, & ,
clerics., These three (fighting-man, magic-user and cleric)
types are the three basic types of people, although I've
added a fourth class, Martlal Artists in one of my dungecrns,
One wohld most probably choose one's type by one's prim=
requisite, i.,e., onw would choose fighting-man if one wuas
had a high Strength,

If one becomes a fighter, one may use all weapcnsz, but cannct
uge magic; a maglc-user, all non-clerical maglc, magic
treasure, but the only weapon, a dagger; a cleric, all cleric
al spells, some maglc treasure, and all non-edged weapons.
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One beglins with no experlence, and gradually gains experilence by
killing people and things, sruviving ordeals, finding treasure,
and the llke. As one gains experience, on becomes more adept
at whatever one 13; a fighter can fight better, a magic-user can

use more spells, a cleric can use more spells and can do away with
undead more easily.

Of course, things ~ther than men areincluded. In you trek through /
across the dungecti wilderness, one may meet kobolds, goblines,
hobgoblins, ores, undead, lycanthropes, medusad, basliikks, griff-
ong, hoppogriffs, pegasi, giant animals, ginat insects, dragons,
wyverns, green slime, rocs, invisible stalkers, ogres, glmats,
ents, trolls, gorgons, nixles, pixles, drgzads, and the Dhevill

along knows what &lse., As well as men of all shapes and sizes--

I suggest you treat Evil High Priests with great courtesy.

And the weapon rules Include provislons for mornling stars, flalls,
daggers, short swords, vattle axes, lances, halberds, bows and
a lot of others,

And the rules have great flexlibility., I've included Lirpas,
Knung-~chucks, garrottes, sehlats, gattling guns, pilla-----

The rules are, at points, unclear however:; bot then, they are
minlatures rules, and wike no pretence of being complete,

And the combat rules ars really fucksd ur; 22 far as I can tell,
the combat system does not differentiete ve.ueen a thrown stone
and a sword. But cne can always make up cnes own system,

D&D (which, by the way, 18 probably the second best game I've
ever played {the firsi being Diplomacy, of course)) costs an

extortionate $10 fre.: --oh bloody helil--I can't leawe out the
addregg------ and I can't find it-—--Ah well, 1ts:

_by2 SAGE, 1. GEVE A .

Greg Costilkyan

1675 York Ave

NY, NY, 10028
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