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This hyar 1s GIGO (Garbage In, Barbage Out), Palantlr of the wise, Journa
of the learned, gulde of all gifted scryers. It 1s avallable to all the
lesser people of the world for 50¢/1 or 6/$2.50 (NOT 5/$2.50, as Scott
keeps inslsting whenever he plugs me in his zine), and is availabde fron
Greg Costikyan of 1675 York Av, NY, NY, 10028, . It 1s a multi-fandom
genzlne, reflecting the edltor's interests. The edltor isn't really sure

- what is golng on, but he thinks things are golng well, generally.
Also avallable from the same person at the same address are;

Urf Durfal, a Dipvariant playtesting zine and wierd wargame zine, avallab
at cost plus postage (ie, send me some money and I tell you when it runs
~out.) There are openings in numerous games at the moment.

Fire the Arquebusiers!. a fantasy. wargaming and D&D zine., Avallable fot
the same fee ag GIGO, X

The following Diplomacy variants: Excommunicationt, Diplomafla, Utter
Chaos, Near Utter Chaos. Any or all for an SASE.

Rules for a varlation on-the board game Frigate, entitled Frigg It?

,also for an SASE,.
! The house rules to Urf’ Durfal, also also for an SASE.,
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Hallelujah. Here I sit. It's pow 1:30 PM, 7509.21. I've been typing for
the last 8 hours, off and on, and this is the last stencil. I never thought
I'd be done--=-and neither did you, l'm sure.

Well, this only makes GIGO six weeks late.

The post offal has pulled a quick one on all us third class users. Third
c¢lass used to be 10¢f for the first two ounces and3¥ for every ounce therea-
fter., Now it's 10% for the first two ounces, and é¢ for every ‘twd ounces
~ thereafter. I ’

This_fact, coupled with the fact #hat I'm doing a lot more than I used to,
~and Ivve also now got school to eat up my time, forces me to go quarterly.
- I'11 remain nomimally 36 pages for the next while, although the new postage
thing means L can print up to 4B pages and mall it for the sam price as

36, So issues wlll be somewhere between 36 and 48, '

I'm gorry GIGO i1s 36 late. The reason it 1s, is a combination of:poor
planning (11ke not having enough paper to print the damn thing at the
beginning of the weekend=---ever try to find mimeo paper on a Saturday?).
laziness and overwork. = o

But here i85 is at last. .

At present 1t is pouring outside, 1f that makes any difference, and I feel
rather exhausted., If I can get bhis last page done, I can go to sleep.

Curiosly, I cannot remember half the things l've sald_thils issue---which
i1s a rather dilsconcerting feeling. ‘I.feel sure that I've made a &o0l of
mugelf on numerous occasions. S o

An, well, If I've made a fool of m&self, my friends will be the first to
noint it out. _ - .

Next 1ssue, in keeping with the quarterly schedulre, will be printed (I hppe)
in December. Preferably in the vacation, when I'11 have a little time to

do something. In the meantime, those who cannot bear to go without my
inane maunderings for such a lengthy period of tlme can contrive to get.

Urf Durfal of FTA!, g ' 7

I went out a 1little edrlier--ground 11--to get some Coke. There was nothing
Arinkable in the fridge. That i1s to say, there was a little orange julce,
but I've heen drikking orange Juilce all afternocon. At that time it wasn't
raining yet, and the full moon could be seen, almost directly east., Down

at the foot of 88 5t, past East End avenue, I could see Gracle Mansion

1 ooklﬁg a blt like a forlorn duck. The streets were redatively empty=--
two or three people walkind up and down--but traffic was falrly bisy.

The Dell waz somewhat dimly 11%t, and, for some reason, there was water on
the floor. T side-stepped it somewhat gingerly, and hunted around till

I found a large~sized bottle of coke. I took it to the counter, were I
pasged over nmy 79¢ bottle of coke, and recieved in return a paper bag and
a receipt. After & was out of the door with the bag, I though 1 ou%ht not
to have taken the bag. Waste of paper, don't you know. But then, o
was already out the door. - o Y L :

Why am I telling you this? Well, it fills spaces | |
Dosvidanya. See ydu next issue. Only the issue 1s only beginning for

you. Well, Pajalwista. Drasvichye. Not that I know what any of those’
words mean, but Russian always sounds nice. - o



RESPONSES Té THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Why, haven't you subscr! b(=u:31‘> Or why hava you subscer bed f-~r that matter?
6 ;Not sufficlent materiel of interast to me:WHat's 1t to you Jack?;
Cause I can get 1t for frea;I have som spere money at the moment & I owe
you something for those two samplés. I'd subscribe to the Nazi Party of
America's Jjournal if théy sent me two sdmples; I dés't need to. I get
a fredble, remaber? Howevér, i1f I dign't gét a free issue I would subscrit
Why ? Who khows? Maybe I'm a glutton for punishment.
What, i1f anything, do you 1like about GIGe?
' Zero, Its humor and reviews; It's absurddty; Flippant remarks - it annoys
the Post Office - it Kas a lot of  ghite paper good for the. guest bathroom -
. 1t -doesn't gmell up the place too badly; The Tdlklen expose, most of the
-columns., Do more game reviews, please; ‘As a whole ~- the comics column
{{this one 1s from the comics columnist)}) the fantasy eolumn, the Editor
Fills Space, and the wargamimg column; - , {1
What don't you like? :
My name and address on your mailing list I don't dlslike anything, I
-merely lack lnterest in some features; the mimeography; I'm not a comic
freak & rather ((undecipherable)), but it's all pretty ((undecipherable))
- REPROPUCTION!! The worst I've ever seen; That crazy women's libber, the
~computer column, people who print APA without telllng you what 1t means,
Do you know what GIGe® stands for? No? Illiterate swine.
Literate swine?; Yes, you've been explieit; I love you, too; Cras 1is,
erazy are; Since you finally mentioned 1t 1n your editorial, I assume this
1s & trick question desighned to see 1f I read the 1issue. YOU CANT FOOL
THE EMPEROR OF THE FRENCH EM®IRE, ROMAN COW!: Yep! doesn't 1t mean "billion:
Gigofahrad? Gigotan?; The fact that you don't run previous 1ssue clrcul-
atlion figures. I am a freak for things 11ke that. Come on Greg ~be
a statlistician,
((In reponse to tHe mext six questions )) YES! Anything to get you out of
my hair! - _
Do you think a computer column 1is necessary9
No;If you think so., Are computers necessary? Is the. word necessary9 Ah
Horatio; 1f'I knew the euestion to thils answer, I would truly be a cueer
poung -man; No;Well--- John does a decent Job an a computer column but
hg takes for granted that everybody understands the baslc elements of
computers., True, some of us are ignorant swine, but we can be helped. Just
ask Johm to start of wilth a serles of simple language computer lectures
dealing with basic computer terminology. working up to the difference bet-
ween analog and digital computers, then working up to the ultimate-: how
-to rip off computers without gettling caught. Thlis ®ype of set-up would
be appreciated. ((Good lord, yoy wamt him to teach you Fortran?)) [
Po you think a fantasy.column 1s necessary?
Yes, Are you trylhg to tell me something ((from my fantasy columnist))
oi+vPefinately! Gerard Houawner is fantastic! If I could write like
him, I'a be all set. If you dump the fantasy column, I'1ll scream---amd
burn your Dpp board., S - o -
Po youthink a Star Trek columm 1ls neeessary? ‘ '
No;No (Actually, yes--a column ot Trekkies marching into thg Hudson River)
An an irregular basis: It's hard to tell. I haven‘t Seen oOne in 7 1ssues
Bo yourthink a Piplomacy column is necessary?
No;Yes; Yes: Touchy. As I have -stated before, I have yet to play my fivst
game, $10 1# kind of stiff. Sti11, I am determined. However. since you
are planning to do a ¥lpzdne on Diplomacy variants, why not relocate -
the Pipcolumn ( (Recause in Urf Burfal, it wouldm't be telling anyone .
anything they didn't already know.)) To create an equal badance; do the
~ zine on varilants, then 40 & ” or: ? page colume on normal Diplomacy. - '
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a NERE
DO 9011 think a wargaming COlU.mn j_S hpCpssafy

"

No; w11, 1f by ' necessary, Fou mean dOPS -my 1ife depend on 1t T would -

have to answer in"th negative.” Ofi the othgr hapd, 1f you mean "Would I 11ka
‘to see it contifiued, 2 of a Bl1Ufs"M ﬁday Would~I. say™no, and on a Venilia Friday
. - I'd say "cherries 19559 " WYgs, geg' Yes: Yes.. Very firm on that. ¥==
. am just gettling st rted on the Wargaming: hghbyn and the last bhing I need
15.t0 be left high d¥d~dry~ I~ npecf' to know what is goTng on, what ¥s cAm-
~1ng out new, etc. “Yes, ledve Etn.. |
Do you think a Comics column 15 QeZesmany? = : e “
No; I don't even think comics Hrp peepésary Yasas What have I Aver doﬁa
to you? Ar& yod trying to make me. loSe m¥§ only. stpady 1ob? POf courss
I think its ngcepsagy.' Not only from a Personalpoint of view. But bec-
- 2use comlcdom 1is- ragldly beCOming g cancer---spreading to a®™ areas of”
= the world., YouP comment on Canada’ startxlg its own comic company proves
my point, Sinch comicdom 1s 1mportant to fandom 1t would v 1dhacv to

cut the comic colUrn. : .-
Would you like to see-&-f1lm column9 J? e AT - '

Yes, Dut I seldom> ;ps £1ims® Yeah, Know whprp I é‘an fTnd on Qrgran' ‘lr—

regular baslg; Sura. .z, JIf you do a cdlufn, make~sure that nrard Hou=

arner- is made awatra that he can "§6111. revhew fﬁlms..:.. - @
Wouwl® yolr 11ke to see. an -APA column: '."- L . A

»No:Ne, why do ¥you agkﬁ An. APA 11s%, parhaps wnat'sﬁAPAo A Coffputer? -
Ameriéan Policé ASsoclation?: Aﬁ.; uﬁberstand 187 onTy fafizine ~ditons
would be interested; in APA, ., WHy al?“ﬁatn your. othpr ?oadnrs¢ T e i

Whateother columns would- you’iikp tq See? .- @ T o

Bome about 8ld-time. sf aqthors A column oﬁ:snxual dpﬁiaﬁions {whiech T ~
- would gladly" ‘do---1t would g1¥e mp = cdnee todo . s8mA raSearch afid maybe

. evenl earn credif t0rwards a Pegree’.  DonTt ask what, dpgrpp ‘cauge T'd -
only answer “thé Third."): How_about a record column? How about nne wr-
itten on more general hobblas?:" - ' .

Should I junk the column system? : = L
No; NO: You do and IT11 #dit as” your column1st Hou are trying to put™me
(and a coupla of other pPrfpct’y hnnast fam: wr*tdrq) A1t ~f a Job, aren'tw
you? N sl

Wouldeyou like to writp somptﬁing for GI&O” ERP AR - R
Yo;*Mow about a2 column on Zeﬁpelinso ‘How aBout & "Fans of “T+bet™ column 2.+
Yes--I dckl™t krnow, Everytimp I try to writp somathing dncnnt Absvnthn
and Cannabid comes out -

Would you 1ike” £o have a demmnstration gamn ef Diplomacy p?ayod 1n GIGO¢
No:;No;YessSure. Whi¥ not ?

Do you consider yourseL; primarily am sf fan a wargaming fan a comﬁcs fan af
a fantasy fan, a Dip’fan, a computerffwaaks; or.what 7~ -~ '
(("Comics: fan’, "ST fan", and "compute? fréak" crossed but. Below ¥ fan
is written;)) ST- -yes, but I'm not a ‘Trekkie:-n sf /fantasy fafl with strong
desires to screw around: A-fantasy fan: & wafgaming fan; I guess T "am
generaldy a sci- 1 /Star-Trek fan, with heavy pmphasis on comi®s, T &m
howe budding. WaFgaming, Diplomacy."fantaay and computars afe“”
beginMng to look appeSlifig.- . ot o e o

Should I cut back ‘on 7ine rewlewS? 77 Toemt o T - o o

Na;No;No:Who caPes? “Migth as well kPPp thpm fiilpr and you might TUn Soma
ads into ((undecipherablp))

Why do yypu read GIGO? If yéu don't wﬁy aPe you Spndjng fhis to mp° , S
Because you very kiIndly sent 1t to me: Bécglse 1ts tgore . Because' Timod-
1terate. I'm answéring s®*you'll Rfiow bpﬁ'% than té pulld stich a: dumb
stunt 1n the future Vanity I 1ike to ‘See 'm stuff 1n pfint. _,.’

Fi -

X
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Notes on the change in typeface; My mother's typewriter has been broken
for the past year, While I was away. she, for some idiotlic reason, deci-
ded that there was something wrong with my typewriter. True, the back-
plate was falling off, but there was nothing really wrong with the
thing. In any casge, she had both mine and hers carted off to be mended.
Az you can see by plancing at the previous page, when I type an "e"
on my typewriter, the bottom half of the upper case letter is typed
a line above where I'm typing the "e."

So I'm switching to this Coronet Electric portable. It will do me until
the IBM electric is fixed.

Additional comments;
Is Devra Langsam Tibetan?
How about a 358 award for everyone who answers this?

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZéZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ&ZZ&ZZZ&ZA&ZZZ&&&&&Z&
Z(Interesting typewriter; the "x" isn't repeating. but the "z" is.)

SAURONS 'S DWIMMERLAIK : ot
a fllksong sung to the tune of "Johneon s Motor Car."
By Scott Rosenbérg .

-And once we e got our flier
‘we'll make haste to Orthanc.
And when that Sharkey's - done with
our masters we will thank.
Over: the flields of Gondor
A 1ltt1e ride we'll takey
;fand we'll glve those there a
' bloody bad scare
- On Sauron s dwimmerlalk.

Oh, down by Nen Hithoel
One mornin' I did stray.
I met a fellow Nazgul

And to me he dld: say,
"We've orders from the Witch King
Towards Orthanc haete to make,
but how are we to get there
without a Dwimmerlalk?"”

"Oh, Rider dear,: be of good cheer

It ll tell ye my black plan. o
We'll travel through the Marshes
Ne'ter .to be stopped by man.
Through ‘Dagorlad we'll hasten
and when with mud we're caked
We'll wish we'd died or had a ride
on Sauron's Dwimmerlalk.

When we approach the Morannon
We'll glve the lads a shout.
We'll tell them all to hurry,
And what it's all about. .
We'll send Lugburz a message:
'Prepare, for Morgoth's sake,
a steed for us to ride on--
like one o! your Dwimmerlalk."

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\{K\ﬁ\\ﬁ\\\\\

NOTE: The word "dwimmerlaik" appears but once in the LORD OF THE RINGS,
in the following quote from Eowyn: "Begone, foul dwimmerlaik, lord of
carrion! Leave the dead in peacel' She says thils to the Witch King or
_to his mount; 1t is uncertain which.. The "Guide to Middle Earth" inter-
prets 1t as being sald to The Witch King, and thus interprets "dwimmer-
1aik" to mean him. I disagree; 1t seems to me most likely that a 'lord

- of carrion' would be a bird. Thus, the dwimmerlailk: reffered to in the
_above filksong i3 the mount of the Nazgul.

B H
,uuw“,
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Shit, man, I need a hit. Quick, mimmee anything ya got, I'1l]l even take
dried insect turd if i1t'll get me hikh. C'mon, c'mon, hurry it, will
ya. Yeah, sure you can have my sister.
WELL, MBR. CONSUMFR, YOU'RE IN LUCK TCDAY, BECAUSE I JUST HAPFEN
TO HAVE A NICKIE BAG OFeesssrns

**ABSYNTHE AND CANNABIS#%
(KING OF KINGS, HALLELUJAH HALLELUJAH!)

Gerard . Houarner
How many of you will cop to the fact that you haven t read the c:lassj.mf.}"P
T.don't mean The: Story. of O or Prarie Fire, but the biggles in fantamy
and science fiction. How many of you have read Frankenstein (I have'nt
but I'11 get around to it, really, Mr., Professor, 1 promise I'1l have
it done next week) or Dracula, or Alice In Wonderland, or the major w
works of H.G. Wells and kdgar Allen Poe. Well? :

You really should, you know. Not only will you be a crashing bore at
the next party you attend, telling everyone how Wells was an idealist
or Poe a necrophiliac (thereby in the same stroke revealing your ig=-
norance), but you will have some basic knowledge Wlth which to evaluate
current worku.

Take Dracula. Please. I contains a wealth of information on the vam=
pire, including his powers and habits, and yet how many of you have
passed it up in favor of the latest DRACULA funny book on the stands,
or the latest Chris Lee entry into the Halls of Hammer?

If there is one thing Dracula has, it's mood. The four opening chapt-
ers, though somewhat wordy, are beautiful in that they slowly reveal
the danger and conflict situation through subtle hints and some nohi-

o=-subtle action. The focd Jonathan Harker eats in the area of
Draculal's castle (Stoker takes the trouble to give his readers a full
account- of what the man eats) 1s full of strong spices, and everybody
knows Vamplres hate garlic (which, one assumes, is in among all that
pepper and paprika,} The terror of the Roumanian peasants as they
travel in the night, the sound of wolves, the warnings Harker recieves
about Dracula, all lend to a very fantastic atmpsphere.

There are, however, severe problems wit the book. One of them 1ls the
constant melodrmmatics that is so common in bad 19th Century novels
(and bad novels in all periods, for that matter.) Every second page
someone is breaking down and weeplng or sobbing, or worse yet, groaning
at someone else weeping. It gets pretty seedy at times. Another pro-
blem is the way the diary and Jjournal keepers always manage to put
down conversations word for word, even down to the'Cockney accents, or
Van Helsing's peculiar speech mannerisms, I wasn't too thrilled with
th ending, elther. There is a long chase as Van Helsing leads his
band of vampire hunters against Dracula, and, melodramatic effects
aside, it's not a bad segquence., Unfortunately, old Drac 1s so easlly
lkilled that it hardly seems like it was worth all the trouble., His .
gypsy aides prove so incompenent that it is a wonder he survived all.
those centuries with help like that. But the crowhing moment of lit-
erary blindness comes with the useless death of one ofi the major char-
acters. The man was never that well defined anyway, so the reader is
neither shocked, nor left with a feeling of “I-told—you~%o." It's a
sour ending, not worthy of the power of Dracula. :



And 1f I can bother you with anotherproblem with the book, let me tell

you about the "good" characters. I have rarely seen such a collection of
emotional, simple and blind heroes in one book. It is truely amazing.

One woman, a friend of the Helsing group, is turned into a vampire and

1s destroyed by the group. They are thus acqualnted with Dracula's power
and influence over minds (especially female minds--~the women are oh so
dellcate that it makes me sick,) they know that one of his "bases' is right
next door to where a wife of one of the vampire-hunters is staying, and
they have good reason to suspect that Dracula knows he is being hunted,
yet they talke no precautions in guarding this woman. Not only do they
fall to notice her change in habits, but they have to wailt until a lunatic
spllls the beans before they discover that something is wrong with the
woman. Even she fails to notice that she is falling under Dracula's

gpell (and believe me, that is something you'd notice.)

But don’t let these problems put you off. Dracula has some very good -
moments, and it bs one of those books you really have to read 1ln order to
get a decent understanding of a) the vampire and b) how not to write.

Listmn, even Baird Searles (paragon of medlocre:itaste in film fantasy for
F&SF) admitted that he had never read Frankenstein, and that's been filmed
so many times that. beople are beginning: to believe that what they see on
the TV screen is true! Everybody knows (or should) that Mary Shelley's
version is the one, original and truest story of them all. -

AND NOW FOR QOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFEBENT' A MAN STANDING ON HIS HEAD
AND BEING CASTRATED BY THE FEMALE MAN i

‘T
When I fir t read The Female Man » 1 was afraid to review it. I didn't
know what to make of it. Surely Joanna Russ, the deadly critic and staunch
supporter of women's rights wasn't advocating the castration of mankind,
was she? T hoped, I prayed that it was all some kind of mistake, or may-
be a joke, Unfortunately, the dust has settled, and. apparently The_
‘Female Man is for real;y Or I should B8Y, it exists.,

For reality has very little to do with what goes on in Joanna Rusgs

bock or characters, and fantasy must have a base in reality 1in order to
be effectige. The dildo 1s a device for female stimulation (read mastur-
bation), so why two women who are intent upon making love to each other
whuld resort to an artificial device when they have tongues (I believe
‘4t is called "frenching®, thereby explaining a subtle pun in the name
Flying Frenchman which nobody ever got. Oh well) amd fihgers is a mystery
beyond my imagination. But this is just being plcky (Just as Joanna Russ
‘was being picky when she pinned Philip Dick for portraying a sadistic
woman that also collects bondage photo S.) It is the least of Joanna
Russ' problems.

The Female Man is to the women's movement and humanity in general what
Nixon was to the government of the United States. All Nixon wanted to do
was make this country the most powerful in the world, but he got a little
over=zealous. (So what's censorship, elimination of politicadl enemies and
the degtruction of the 1ndividual compared to belng the most important

man on earth? I wonder if Nixon is impotent. ) In the same way, Joanna
Russ seems to have taken on the task of elevating all women to a level
where they don't need men, where they han exist 1ln a female paradlse
(Whileaway) in perfect bliss and happiness and without any of those filthy,
alchohol~smelling, largely endowed and pgenerally porky males hanging
around, thank you. To quote a woman's movement party-line, "you're for-
getting about the other half of the population.”
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Joanna Russ' male characters are so openly agressive, so bellligerent, so
worldly (in the way a man from the South Bronx can be worldly=-fuck 'em
and leave em}, that they are nothing more than gross caricatures. The
men are portrayed as the self-confident and assertive dominants and the
women are portrayed as having nothing hetter to talk about than fashions.
My God, 1if things were that way, then men really should be in charge aro-
und here, and the women should be nothing moe than slaves. But it simply
ain't so. Men have hang-ups, just like women. Most guys I know are rat-
her shy and nervous when they start talking to a woman, and they wouldn'y
dream of rubbing themselves up against her and making snide insinuations
and advances like the men in Russ' book. And we have ego problems when
dealing with women, just as women have ego problems dealing with men.
Yet JO0anna Russ seems to ignore this. and instead 1ndulges herself in.a.
black and white, "I'm good and you're evil" fantasy. She ignores. basic.
human pqychology (anima and-animus, anyone?); she laughs at plotting.i
tension, characteriszation and interplay; she gives.the women's movement .
a kind of Hitler Youth image, and she manages to allenate any middle-of-~
the-roaders with insulting images of male oinkdom that went out with Dor-
is Day plctures.

Let me try to be, once again, specific. Joanna and all her other "selveg"
have problems. There 1s not one passage in the entirse book where ane of
the-female characters relates to a man as an equal. The Joanna femalss

aré either deferential towards men, or, like Janet from Whilemway, s0 su-
perior that men must run from her or fall to their knees and kiss her ass.
That 1s an oversimplification of male/female relationships, to say the
least :

I suppose Russ hopes that, by beilng dogamatic, by mouthling the party line
of-the most radical branch of feminism, and by tagging a little disclaim-
er. on so that any male who canne@® her book would fecl properly guilty, s
she would pull off the literary bombsh&ll of the year. She failed. Her
intentions were bad, her execution was terrible and her reasons for writ-
tne this turkey are, for me at least, very cloudy. It's a lousy feeling.
when you see one of your heroes (or heroines) fall apart under pressare.

PS= In the grand tradition of the above authoress, I will now proceed to
write a diseclaimer. I read The Female Man in March, which i1s quite some
time azo. The only reason I talked about it here i1s because Greg chose
to publish two really shitty reviews on the book. I don't think I did
such a2 great job, but I do believe I pretty much stuck to the book and m
more or less presented my view of why 1t falled.

AND.SO, RENFIELD, YOU CHOSE TO IGNORE MY WARNING,. EH?

Alas, some poor loccer in the last issue of GIGO has not been reading the
entire text of my column. Douglag Carey (no relation to New York's ex-
zuse for a governer, by any chance?) has complained that I did not pro-
vide any prbces or titles of famous fantasy classics, yet I clearly re-
member 1listing the address of T-K-Graphics (PO Box 1951, Baltimore MD,
21203) which publishes a free and very complete. fantasy and science
fietion 1list (they even have prices, and would you believe every bdock
on the 1list is for sale?) He also compléined of not being able to tTell
the difference between one of C.3. Lewis' theology lectures and his fan-
tasies. Well, I have the same poblem. I can't tell his fantasies from
nis lectures, even 1f they say fantasy on the cover. However, I don't
think too many of his non-fiction bookk are floating around in bookstores
to accldentally pleclkt up, and anyway, you can always apen the book and read
a page 850 you know what you 're getting.,

HEHH
Wow, that was some trip, man. Remind me never to buy anything from you
azain,



EPISTIES FROM HITHER AND YON

Note on the following letter:

in the days of yore, the was a Diplomacy fanzine edited by four high
shhool kids=---Nick Ulanov, Gil Neiger, Duncan Smith, and a mythical
being who was the 1lnvention of the previous three, Penelope Naugh-
ton Dickson. Two of the three were also wargamers, and thus often
appeared at the gates of Simulations Publications Inc on Friday
nights to playtest.

There they met a number of other, younger perqonn, and converted them to
the mystic creed of the Diplomacy hobby. .
T

Eventually two fo the three passed on (14, went to college,) but the other
stayed on, and took over the relgns of that magazine. A number of young
New Yorkers grew . put of the bunch from Simulations, and they'formed what
was, essentlally, a third New Iork group. ((The other.two being the TDA
group and the older fans.)) TR o

In any case, this group grew and continued to grow. And magazine spawned
magazine, intil the magazines printed by "The Pouch group," as it was known
after the magazine of yore, reached the number of----well, . quite a few.‘.
anyway.

But, in its latter days, "The Pouch group " became afflicted with the name
"The New York Conspiracy."” Misnamed, I might add.  The tuarm New York
Conspiracy was originally invented by Rod 'Walker as an appelation to the
TDA group, headed by John Beshara with ‘whom Rod Walker had been feuding for
years. _ . . .

In any case, dué to the unfortunété'tendency-to saz "dud", and shorten
names to a miniimum, the Lingua Nova Yorka Conspiratoria was invented.

The word "dud" was the first word in thés language---and some feel it will
be the ultimate word. "Dud" according to its dictionary definition means
flat failure. It has come to mean a number of things; '"that's too bad,"
"that didn't work out as I had plannedy" "Moron," '"that's strangel",

and so on. It can be used as a verb {("dud out!"), a nound (That's a

dud, ") and an adjective ("He's a dud player.") In various forms it

has even been used as an adverb ("He played duddishly,") an ejaculation
("DUD}Y and a pronoun. ("Dud dudded out.'") Noone has been able to use it
as a preposition, yet, though.

And then game the names. They began when Gil Nelger attempted to lis
Nick Ulanov's name as "Nick'The Dud' Ulanov," and instead typed ”Tud-dud."

Nick became known as Tud-dud.

Soon, others had kniclknames; Gil was Glam; John Boardman was Borp; Bob .o
Liptén was Bipt; Scott Rosenberg was Dot; Matthew Diller was Dil; I was, -
in quick succesion. Grog, Coste, Cost and Gust; and the list goes on and

Ol s

The. listﬂgoes on énd bn; Diplomacy han; like science fiction fandom,
bepun to develop & Jargon of 1ts OWn . ’

Anyway, all this may help explaln some “of -the usages in the following
letter. ((Oh, yes; the nickname to the zifi¢ Ginnungagap 1s Ginnunganung-
-anunganunganunganunganunganunganunganunganunganunganunganunganunga etc ))
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((Scott Rosenberg, 182-31 Radnor Bd, Jamalca, NY, 11432))

Dear Short-amd-pocket Armeninn;

Since you fired me for not writing reams and reams of materiel for your
dudzine (a new fannish term?) I now fegl compelled to write reams and reans
of materiel for your dudzine----showing you up as a dud.

¢ Richard Loomis' comments. about mimeos growing up into offgets: this only
occurs when the user performs unnatural acts on the machine (such as using
it so print computer games and. the like.) - In any event, any offset machine
produced by these unhcly processes should be shunned as being the worst of
the worst of the offset machines. :

Re Rod Walker's commehtS: no, Greg, I knew about the PD& and the N3F Games
Bureau~~I did not leave them out from ignorance of hobby &vents previous to
my entry. Simply note that all the organizations Walker mentiohns have one
aspect in common: they didn't do anything. " The N3F games bureau, as I und-
erstand 1t, was not strictly Diplomacy anyway. In any case, as far as . :
most people were concerned, TDA wag the first FUNCTIONAL hobby-wide organ-
ization (not limited to GM~publishers.)

Bod probably responded to my article because hié 1s involved in a feud with
John Beshara who heads up (and IS) TDA. My treatment of TDA in the column
verhaps offended Walker because I tr&éd to make it neutral*., Well, irf it
w11l make Rod feel any better (no pun intedAded) I will state personmllymerec
that my opinion of TDA is that its the biggest farce in the hobby, that the
nobby would be better off without it, and that 1f John Beshara ever makes
me miss Monty Python again I will persongilly start ‘a ten-year feud with him.

Ditto machines are inherently more fannish than offset, and therefore more '
acceptable---but the Mimeo Mythos Sociefty does not particularly support
their use.« Ditto machlnes require less work and less TLC to operate than
mimeogs--=-hell, it's reached the point where I can't let anyone else use ny
mimeo because only W know its strange quirks and habbits. The relationship
hetween the user and the machine process becomes wery close--and no unnatur-

Al act.jokes here, please!\

Greg, no one will ever write the definitive history of the Dip hobby=--it's
impossible. The closest thing would be to have ENEIYONE write his own per-
sonal hobbyhistory and then tie them all together with a chronology of known
facts. ((The known facts 1s all that has to go into an history. Personal
npinion and interpretation of events is irrelevant. Only a few people are
g0 emotionally involved with the events in the Dip hobby as to let it cloud
shelr judgement to that extreme,))

Tach person has hig ouwn idea about what's happened---pecple can't even agree
on what's happened within the past few days, let alone months or yearsl

Somecne tell William Bl¥ss to eilther write letters when he ig NOT high, or
7o gee a psychiatrist.

As to Gerard Houarner's comments, he 1s obviously so ignorant of the situ-
ation in New York that he has no right to comment about it. (I suppose

3IGO is the only New York zine he gets.) He doesn't realize that I publ-
iah a TRIWEEKLY (REALLY triweekly, you know, once every three weeks?) zine

2 just _bee nch-hitting publishing Diplomacy Review (IDA zinej%%jgj_I__
%%¥%E%E§ﬁﬁ%ﬁ—%ﬁ§%“§ﬁﬁtt A% Jlrice efsencially Fouh s hat In on € Walk-
or slde of the feud; issue 19/20 of The Pocket Armenian, Scott's zine, dc=-
wounced TDA and John Beshara.,
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copies, 24 pages), am working on an Anniversary isgue of my zlne .
(36 pages,) and am working on an IDA Handbook (60 pages, elite.)
Besides this, I am in eight Postal Diplomacy games, go to cons,
play in Dungeons & Dragons campaigns (( and now co-gamesmasters
one)) GM 4 Diplomacy games ((now somewhat more)) and also occa-
sionally go to school a 1little, or go tow work when the mood hits
me. Who has time to write a dumb Diplomacy column? It'm too busy
publishing two Dip zines and a Diplomacy bocCk.
{(This is an editorial insebted comment, the lind that everyone hates so
much., I believe Gerard was commenting on the lack of fan activity in New
York. If is true; aside from a small group centered around playtesting
at SPI, wargaming fandom is essentially dead in New York; aslde from cons,
like Lunacon, put on by some real old-timers, sf fandom 1s nearly non-
exlstant in New York city. ST fandom has some life, but only because of
the New York ST club. Only Diplomacy shows any real signs of viabilitys
and Diplomacy is a very small hobby.))

Another thing, Gerard--all the manifold possibilities with multiple paren-
thesls hav e Peen hashed out over &nd over in Diplomacy press ries.

As to Houarner's comments on the Mimeo Mythos Society, what shall we do,
Greg? 1 suggest immediate induction into the DAMNED ORDER OF THE PROTEC_
TORS OF THE BLACK FLAME OF OFFSETISM, OR REASONABLE FACSIMILE THEARROF,
THEREFORE AND THERETOFORE SO WHAT. That would be an appropriate punishment
Good,. as you pointed out, does not mean High Quality--it means Kot

Evilllll. T will be sure to send Gerard a copy of Green Eggg and dam #1
with green-eggs-and-hap stained all over it, so he can be even more nauseat

The Exponent is not a good zine, whatever dud sSays.

The Pocket Armentan ((Scott's zine)) has hardly had a dearth of articles:
lately! I'm overTlowing. We've had a dearth of SPACE for articles--

but we have had a lot of poetry ...

Ah! More Houarner gtuff to dud ocut! His assegsament of Monty Python and the
Holy Grail i1s sad. Anyone who thinks that movie was gory-- or Ngrin" is

pathetically moronic--or hag a slight problem. THE GODDAMN BLOOD LOOKS LIKE
a 1/5 solution OF HEINZ KETCHUP: The extremectories (A3MS AND LEGS CUT OFF)
were dpne. so nehsly that--well, you get the idea. Houarner states that "th-
ere is such a fantastic mixture of absurdity with reality that one tends to
forget the brutality and just laugh. Horseshit. There is nc brutatlity.

And the ending wasperfect. Gerard obviously has no minute perception of the
basics of the British absurdity schcecol of humor--of which MP is the latest
graduate--if he thinks that this most appropriate ending 'sucks." NP does
not merely explode mtyhs (as other humorists of the past have done)--it tak-~
es myth-busting for granted and jumps..off from there into the gquagnmire of
absurdity and inappropriety (or somesuch.) Gerard does not adequately ex-
plain the ending. Arthur, after finally fldding the Grall, discovers that
it 1s guarded by Frenchmen who heap abus (literally--from above, verbally
and physically); he returns to the gshore and calls from an army (which

those who watched carefully enough saw contained not only medievally-armed
soldiers, but alsc what appeared to be Viet Cong members and sanitation
men.) The most heroic music 1s playing, the battle is being called to de-
fend the honor of the King, when-- Throughtout the movie (after a short
scene in which Arthur & co stab to death aprofessor delivering a lecture)
the dead professor is belng follwed in short 15 second snatches--from his
wifes discovery of his murder, to the investigation by the police, ang so
forth.
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In the end, the bobbies catch up. and its not just "one of the cops puts
his hand on a comaera lens"i; The bobbies ride on in their sound trucks =md
paddy werons, the nrofesnso li gife leads them to Arthur saying "That's hini
He's the onei!" Arthur 1s escorted, bewildered and unceremoniously, into
a paddy wagon, along with several other knights. '

Then, one of the policemen casually reaches his hand out torwards the scr-
e8n, and breaks nq "a camer lens"--th elns of the movie camera that's
filming the moviei Thus you see this hand reaching out, getting blgger
and bigger, then squabhing and splintering the picture.

I don't understand Houarner; this seemed to me to be the culmination of
everything MP has ever done. Dud. : ’
As the THE FEMALE MAN and other oxymorons, your comments are, or course,
verfectly correct. All T disagree with 1s your statement that it's in-
evitable that sociepy not lock % of its work pool out of work. Society
CAN Intooduce females to the labor pool without making them equal--look

at the antebellum South. (No massa Jokes, please.) Not that.this is

" haprening, but your statement is false. Huh? I mena that women's equality
is not inevitable hecauge of your above statement--its inev1table for oth-

eT rea,onq that T won't zo into.

You nézlected to mention in your warqaming column that Rand's subscription
zames shat. {((True. ))

Metégaminq Concepts is one of the lesser of'the_dudai sh warganme companies
-~more major. ones are €onflict Games (how could you miss those) ((I pur-
posefully left them out because GDW now owns them)}), and there must be some

others but I can't remember them right now.
t

From your explanation, SORCEROR sounds 1like its, as much of a dud as STAR
PORCE. Why? You mentioned that Slmonaen designed it. That's enough. -
The man is INCOMPETENT.

T think all your columns are necegsary, and you should add a D& column
and a film colwmn, and a music column, and a AEAL fantasy column (let
Jouarner be your film columnist) ard, no---yes---an sf colum. (I know its
unthinkable for an sf zine to have an sf column, but think about it.)

Gee, now that you ask--sure, I'd be interested in becoming your Diplomacy
columnistt Why didn't you ask before? -

And finally, Greg, GINNUNGAetc 1s spelled GINNUNGANUNGA ané sox forth,

not with an I. _
((The letter is siened YArioch, Lord of Chaos".))

(Rick Loomis, PO Box 1467, Scottsdale, AZ, 85252)
¥ist . fombshed the rest of your zine, and have some more comments to make,

so will send you a letter insted of just a postcard.

Jeeards to your wargaming colurn: What do you mean "these three companies
are the most active ones?" 1) We are constantly running games, selling
sames, and producing mew gamess 2) We are not undergoing bankruptcy pro-
ceedings. 3) You must know about us, you send us your magazine. 4) Hdou
can you forget about us? (See #3 above.) 5) We have a very large circulas
ion.,  We publisht. the follow1ng games; STARLORD, IMPERIALISHM, BATTLE OF
CHICKAMAUGA, NUCLEAR DESTRUCTION, plus we have approx1mately 800 current
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players in our pbm ({play-by-mail)) system. We have three magazines
. with a combined circulation of about 700 subscribers. But you did
not mention Flying Buffalo Inc as one of the smaller game companies.,
You also did not mention us as one of the blgger game companles.
Surely we must fit in there somewhere. .

( (A1l true. Iim_sorry‘Ilneglected‘to mention your. STARLORD should
be reviewed somewhere this issue. Let me rectify my error;

((Flyinz Buffalo Inc is a moderate sized company which specializes

‘in moderating computer games by mail. They run Nuclear Destruction,
which is a simulation (well, a game about, anyway) of World War III;
Battle Plan, which is somewhat more ccmplicated, and is about WWII
type wargare; Raumkrieg, which is ship-to-ship space wargarec; and
several other games, none of which are as popular as the above three.
In addition, they print three magazines, two of which I believe I've
mentioned in previous issues; The Flying Buffalo's Favorite Magazinex,
a zine about FRI's computer games; Warkamer's Information, a wargaming
newszine; and---=darm, can't remember the name of the third. Anyway,
it's Lew Pulsipher's (I believe) old science fiction wargaming zine,
which he gave to FBE. What is it called? I've never actually gotten
an issue, although I've seen copies of it aroudd. Nova? Something
like that,

" ({As well, FBI prints a number of wargames, most of them guite simple,
and all quite interssting. You can contact them through the address.
I gave at the beginning of Rick's letter.)) s

o .
[ 3

((Another letter from Rick:})

Another letter. I note the letter from William Bliss asking about the
circular stickers sometimes found on his mail. Would you please tell him
and your other readers that they have nothing to do with subversives lisgts
or anything that complicated. They aremerely for routing of mail., The

31 meang that this stack-of letters (which your letter is on top of)

all go to the same first three numbers on the Zip code. - The sticker

zoes onh the top letter of the stack, whic 1s why you only get them sometime:
The "C" means all for the same city. The "3S" means all for the same
state. Simple. o - ' '

({ Gawd. Must you take the romance out of everyhhing ?))

Speaking of subversives lists. ((Which reminds me-- I forgot to pub

double parenthesis at the beginning of the. paragraph. Bote that thi is
now Ye Ed wpeaking., )) I ~amesmaster (or used to gamesmaster) two .
Diplomacy games in The Pocket Armenian, Scott Aosenberg's zine., Adam Gilin-
asky, noted Star Trek dealer ((if you've been fleeced buying "Vulcan Crys-
tals" fomewhere at an East Coast convention, chances are he's the fleecer))
is in ohe of them. While on a French Carribbean island, he sent me a tele-
gram with his-moves, in standard Diplomacy abbreviations. (For instance,
Army Piedmont to Marseilles would be A Pie~Mar.) I got a call from Western
Union, who told me that they had a telegram from "some foreign European
country in a languasge I can't even pronounce." I had not idea it was Dip
moves, 8o I told them to.mall it to me. '

In any case, it purng out that Gilinsky had it transmitted "in code~-"

that is, since it wasn't written in an understandable language, he had to
pay extra to have 1t transmitted. and there's momething or other about

the Mailgram service not accepting coded messages. 30 I never got his move:
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Anyway, I now think I'm being watched by the CIA., Or FBI, or whatever.
After all, I'm of Armenian extraction, and everyone knows Armenia is a
member state of the US3R. And I once visited Russia (tnue, when I was 7-
--) End I recieved a message from a European country---in fact, from a
Carribean island that was formerly French that had just had a revolution
({A revolution of conmervates, but I don't suppose the FBI actually thinks))
in code. I'm obviously a Roosian spym after all. And I keep on getting
thege strange letters from people, like “army Trebizond-Khazars,! and "Leon
and Castile Converts to Hastern Orbhodoxy," and "Burgundy is a supply cen-
‘ter, Tyrolia 1% an ocean, Greece and North Africa split in half, North Sesa
i1s Black Holed. Obviously more code.

(Don D'Ammassa, 19 Angell Drive, East Providence, RI, 02914)
Some Quick notes.

Gina Peterson obviously doesn't know what she's talking about, and never
reviewed THE FEMAL MAN, so I don't know why you bothered to include her
bit of incoherent raving. It is precisgly people :like her that will ulti-
mately defaat the ERA. She demonstrates a thoroughgoing insistance that
Men are Bad, and Women are Good. Certainly, men oppress women, just as
women oppress men, and the stricture of society oppress both. Little
diatribes with no content such as hers undoubtedly make her feel bhetter,
and liberated, but all it shows to the rest of us is that she is insecure
in her own liberation, and needs to constantly demonstrate her agsressive
indenendence, becaus 1n fact it cloaks guilt about her non-conformity and
fear that she 18 not capabel of living up to the principals she espouses.,
Gina is not part of the solution; she 1s part of the problem.

Robert Zscilan 1s equally shortsighted. There are sections of THE FEMALE
MAN that are obviously tongae -and cheelk. As stereotyped as the male char-
acters are, they are no more so than are the female characters in any num-
ber of other bocks. Auss poke, a great deal of fun at us all along the
way, with a great deal of success. I suspect the bock is dated, ultimate-
ly, and a failure, ultimatcly, because it is just as unrealistic as its
oppoglite extreme. But the fact bhmainu that it is an interesting book,
and that should not be dismissed so cavalierly and with such utter lack of
comprehension. Robert's characterisation of the sexes is so repulsive and
rediculous that I see no need to bother responding to it.

T apree with most of what you yourself said, Greg, except that I don't

see the inevitability of equality. On the contrary, I expect a return to
the Dark ages type mentality, because I expect a wrenching world crisis

in the next two decades, the eclipse of the West (which te me includes the
Soviet Union, the eruption of wars of starvation, major ecclogical damage
and possible nuclear war. I'm very optimistic,

((You present one of the many possibilities open to us. Let me present
another; a resurzcenee of colonialism, with the great powers---the Scoviet
Union, the United States, France, West Germany, Japan,: Iran, Indonesia--
crabbing the most valuable of the resource-producing areas of the world.
The first gtep may well be an American-NATO invasion of the Persian Gulf.
Followed by a "triage:;" an isolation of the hopeless areas of the world--
South America, China, India, parts of Africa, perhaps all of Europe and '
Asia. A development of a space-going technology by the industrialized
nations as the rest of the world collapses into starving neolithic misery.
Development of alternate sources of energy (sun-power, fusion, etc) and
the*development of alternate sources of raw materiels (Moon for light .
metals, Mars for heavy metals.)  And, once the huge population has starved
to death in the isolated areas, perhaps a re-colonization and re-industr-
1alization of the world. A prospect which I find much more appealing,
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After all, I will be living ‘through the better part of the next 100 years
Or not living, as the case may be.

{3ebecaa Bagzett, 8008 014 Stage R4, Raleigh; Ncy'27603)

- As should be fairly obvious by know, I'm not going to make the next dead-
line. I apologlze for that, but even more for not being polite enough to
admit months ago that I probably am not golng to make any of them. I've
found my abilities as a columnist strictly limited; I've tried to do a feu
since "The Alien Principle,” but haven't been able to get any stirring--
or even mildly interesting-~-ideas. Whether this 1s because I'm dealing
with seven-year-old materiel that's been analyzed, re-analyzed and re-re-
analyzed, or if it's just a personal quirk, 'I don't know.,

I'ge had to cancel the third issue of SOL IIl as well, because. of” lack o:
34, lack of time, and the realization that I can't keep it up alone. I
almost ran myself ragged with the last issue, and from what I've seen of
other people's senior years, I'd 1ose my mind trying to handle school,
the zine, and writing me own. ((*}) It isn't just you I've been neglecti:
I've been holding materiel here far too long, and that isn't fair to nmy
contributors. so I'm stopping it eold. _ ‘ _

I'm really sorry about the column. It's a good idea, I think, when all
your columnists are interested; if I were you though, I'd throw open

your requeete to anything and everything, so you don't have to rely upon
them. I've noticed I'm not the only one wlth Tate or non-existant columnc:
A film column sounds hice; the zine review column is a definite asset to
any zine (if only because the editor can get freebles that way) ({(or who-
ever 1s doing the reviewing)); and book reviews would be fun, if you ever
get any (I except the so-called review of THE FEMALE MAN; more later),

and 1f they're not too long. What I really like in:a review is a one-
paragraph, conclse . sort of thing, that gives me some of the plot and the
reviewer's oplnion~=~the LOCUS quickies are what I mean. Of course, you
have to trust your reviewer enough to believe him/her if he/she tells

you a book 1s grade-A shit. Or you can get the book and see,

As for Gina Peterson and Robert Zscilan, what can.I say? Actually, I've
sald gulte a bit in a three-page rant 1 wrote recently, but as most:of

it 1s personal comments on Zscilan's doubtful .manhood and obvious paranoid
hatred of womankind, I may have to cens ormyself before I send it in. I'd
hate to come off sounding as vliolent as he does, even if I would have the
excuse of my gripes being directed torwards one man, while hls apparently
are directed torwards Women, period, full stop. His was the sort of artic
le which make me pray I never meet the author, because I don't belleve in
cold-bloocded murder. (Don't you dare print any of thls- I hope he's. not

a good friend of yours.) ((Sorry. See below.)) ,

Editor here. Sorry for printing your paragraph when you specifically
asked me not too; 1t doesn't really matter. Robert Zscilan and Gina
Peterson are both figments of John Liberman's imagination. He wanted to-
do a book from two different persons point of view, and I suggested THE
FEMALE MAN. He agreed that it was a good book, and I thought the reviews
would make for a nice blt of controversy. By the amount of materiel
they've generated, one can see that I was right.

Anyway, I'm sorry for playing a scabrous trick like this on my readers,
but 1t was fun. I suggest all and sundry willl take note of my April issuc
with extreme care. And take 1t with a grain of salt perhaps.
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Ha. Ha, ha. Hae. No time for school? Good lord, I print a 36 page zine
once every three months (or tow months, supposedly), a 18 page zine once
every three weeks, a newsletter about once a month, and various other
things every now and then-~including an irregular 36-page fantasy warga-
ming fanzine. : . ‘ -

As well, I am currently in 6 postal games of normal Diplomacy and 4 var=
lant games, as well as a postal §pace wargame, Thls last takes me about.
10 hours to do one set of orders, and has rules. amounting to some 157
pages. I gamesmaster two Diplomacy games and a by-mail multi-player
wargame. I work about 15 hours a week at SPI.. I playtest for two ganing
companies. Occasionally I write a little fiction, ‘

Hell, I'm suppoéed to do all that, and go to school too? Good 10rdees.
I think I'1l write a letter to my congressman asking him to get Cong-
ress to extend the day to 36 hours.

Your ldeas about columns are worthwhile---the problem 1s that, with ny
limited readershlp, almost everyone who can contribute is. I will annonce
here and now that anyone who feels competent to write.a Wargaming,
Diplomacy of Film column wolld be welcome. If he really is competent,
that is. ¢ :

I'm thinking of introducing a "Welrd" column, that would, essentiallyy

-be on a different subject each 1ssue. Butterfly hunting, Marijuana grow-
ing for Fun and Profit, and the Etiguette of Becoming the New Messlah
..are excellent topics. | : " :

(Dave Kadlecek, 1447 Silerra Creek Way, San Jose, CA, 95132}

Rod Walker's comment that he hopes the IDA will turn into sort of an Am-
erican NGC ((National Games Club--a British organization)) 1s rather dis-
turbing., As I understand it, the NGC on one hand, and the IDA/UK and
independents on the other do not get along well at all, malnly because
-the NGC has so much power and 1s dominated by a single person. I, for
one, would not like to see the IDA or any other ogfianization in the same
position here that the NGC is fn Britaln. It appears that Edi Birsan
algo wants to take a step in that direction with his NEP proposal. By
the way, Rod Walker 1is wrong in saying that VERITAS VINCIT completely

- documented the fact that the orlgnial purpose of TDA was tod destroy FDC;
- what VV did document was that Beshara and the founders of the DA led
people to bellieve that the DA would be a démocratic organization, but
instead 1t was a dictatorship of John Beshara and was used by Beshara in
his own feuds. That the DA's purpose was to destroy the PDC was alleged
in the followup of reactions. Incidentally, the original proposals in
VV were for reform of the DA, and only later was a separate organization

proposed.

- In the computer column, John mentions that HP may be coming out with a
. full size computer. Well, they are, and the Universlty of Santa Clara
(which I attend) is using it to replace their 368. (Unfortunately, like
the 360, 1t will not be avallable for gneral use; for that we have just
an HP 2100.) I've heard that ours is just a prototye, though (USC is
less than 10 miles from HP's factory,) and alsothat the new computer is
supposed to save our sociology department from reliance on some monster

system at Stanfqrd'(pride, y'gnow.)

You made a mistakétin ydur review of Sorderer; according to the latest
S&T, 1t will be $9, not #8 when 1t's published. One the subject of STAR
PORCE, I thought the "Future History" was more of a loser than the game

WaS e e
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(Chester D. Cuthbert, 1104 Mulvey Av, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3M 1J5)
Thank you for sending me GIGO #3.

I have filled out your guestionnalre, and you will find it enclosed. Many
of your interests as rellected in the fanzine differ from mine, but this
1s not so strange, as I am 62 years old.

Of the fanzines reviewed, I have received only UNIVERSZ SF REVIEW. Keith
Justice writes very well, and makes his reviews interesting, but I have
told him that there are other review fanzines which provide a greater num-
ber, and that I think he might be well advised to Jjoin his efforts to
theirs, rather thah issue as a separate fanzine his views at his ouwn great
expenses I am just walting to see if he issues his first commercially
distribute” iggue, and of course I wish him well.

The two reviews of THE FEMALE MAN are accompanied by too mony words devo-
ted to personal criticlsem of the respective reviewers, but otherwise I
enjoyed reading much of the materiel you presentcd.

I congratulate you on your sense of humor. It enlivens any publication to
have a lighter side,

A lot of work goes into the production of a fanzine like yours, and I
hope that the response uill encourage you to continue publishing. It is
all good practice; and as you can see from my typing mistaes ((What
typing mistakes?)) ax little wouldn't do me any harm.

i B B N Aol e 1 s e
DIPCON; COLLATINGCON; A NEW YORK WARGAMING CON?

I'm a member of the Dipcon Committee of the IDA--a non-voting member, rathe
Thé committee 1s presently developing a set of gnidlénes for the "DipComp"
the North American Postal Diplomacy Convention. Until the present, the
"Dipecon" has been held at various places in the country---for the past
three or fourx years~ 1n Chigago--=-wherever womeone was wiiling to hold

it. In the recent past, it has been part of a larger wargeming convention.

Gordon Anderson, who has F#£¢ held the DipCon fo the past (what? three)
years, has announced that hls company, Viking Syntems. has Trademarked
the name "DipCon.”

ind the DipCon committee has decided that it is the fact that the DipCon

is the national, annual gathering of postal Diplomacy players that makes

it what 1t ig-=--and that Anderson can keep the namwe DipCon if he likes.

The IDA will assign ¥¥#Z whatever convantion 1t likes to be the convention
at which the IDA General Meeting is held----and 1t is the General Meeting
more than anything else which characterizes the Postal Diplomacy Conventior

In any case, the DipCon comm (which will probably change its name to
something like the IDA National Diplomacy Conven.lon Committee) is
establishing a system fro reglonal rotation of the N.D.C site vaguely
remincent of the Worldcon system. The twc regicns openxmyg for the
DipCon site next year are Western {(or Pacific) ond Atlantice.

Origins 11, supposedly. at least, the World Wargnming Convcontion; has
anhounced to the president of the IDA, Edi Birssn, that It wishes to be
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the IDA General Meeting site. Edi Birsan has told me, informally, that
he supports the Baltimore site ({(which is where Origins will be held}),
and that he willl make no effort to organize a New York bid.

Edl would be the prime mover in any Dipbon solo bid in New Yorks that is
to say, he would be the prime mover for a DipCon in New York that would
not be inconjunction with a wargaming convention.

. Gordon Anderson has recently phoned both Robert Lipton. {publisher of

- KI¥ THE MIXUMAXU GAZZETTE) and Adam Gilinsky (Vulcan Crystal dealer and
not=-so-noted wargaming, Diplomacy, sf and Star Trkk fan, who has had some
experience in conventions) to ask if they would wilsh to make a bid for
the IDA General Meeting site in New York,using the name DipCon as trade-
marked by Viking Systems Inc. Anderson cannot himself organize a bid,

of course, as he 1s based in Chicago, and the Central region may net bid
for next yemr's DipCon. '

If my information 1s correct, Robert Lipton refused, and Adam Gilinsky
was noncommittal. Adam is not very involved in Dip pdlitics, and thus
is unaware that and why Anderson 1s looked on as a pariah by many
members of the hobby-=---and a great many people in New York,

This, at the moment, looks to be the only bids for the DipCon.

I am utterly opposed to Anderson'’s bid in New York. God knows, if we
want to hold the DipCon in New York, we don't need Anderson's & seal of
approval-=-~and it 1s my opinion that Anderson's stamp would hurt a
New York convention more than it would held it. : '

And I am opposed to holding the DipCon at Origins. Origins was, in my
oplnion, a badly run, badly thought-out convention. I have seen con
reports to the effect that 1t was the most fantastlc wargaming con

o hat the scene since the Dawn of Man. If so, I don't thik a hell of
a lot of wargaming conventions.

,-Thus. I would not want the DipCon associated with such a travesty. And,

as well, any DipCon held at Origins would be swept with non-postal players.,
This might not be a bad thing for IDA, as 1t would get a lot of free
publisity, but, it would certainly decresee enjoyment of the convention
by postal players. To glve an example, I played in the Dip tournament
at Origins. and did not enjoy myself=----my fellow players wkre all face=
to=face people, most of them inexperienced. . I would like thx think that
I played reasonably well---but I did nlserably because the other players
were playing miserably, and thus stabbed me at the wrong time (which us-
ually hurt them more than me, but still did me in) or some such.

‘Anyway, Baltimore's a long way to go. (AHA!lNOW'the real reason comes
out!. No, not really----1 intend to go to Origins whether or not Dip-

_ Con 1s held there.)

fAnyway, finally getting to the polnt, I intend to organize a New York
bid. or at least be part of one. If Adam Gilinsky organizes an Ankrson
bid, I shall organize one in direct competition---and 1f that means that
wr Baltimore takes it, so be 1t. And 1f Adam organizes an independent
bid. separate from Anderson, I would be honored to take part, and maybe
even contribute a bit of my hard-earned cash.

Oh. damn. I shouldn't have written the above thing. That means I'm going
to have to send freebies to Andersdn and Gillrisky and Edl and IGB and==w=-==
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Please note, that, in the above editorial. the word "DipCon' is occasion-
ally used to describe the North American Wiplomacy Convention. I recog=-
‘nize that Viking Systems Inc has filed a tradtemark onthe name DipCon; I
. am In error when I use that word to describe a phonomenon, rather than
a speciflc ® convention held by Viking Syqtems. I believe Viking Systen's
act in trademarking the name "™DipCon™ 1is, in the words of Edi Birsan,
desplecable. However, I believe I understand Viking System s reasons for
doing so,, I believe, however, that Viking System, no matter what its re-
asons, acted in a wrong-headed manner, and has helped to destroy an hobby
Insthitultion with no regard for anything other than Viking System 3 finan-
clal well-being. .
Forglve me for the uqeaof the word “"DipCon:" in most. cases, if the phrase
"North Anmerlcan Dlplomaoy Convention“ is inserted 1nstead. the meaning
is clear. . . ,

I have some reservations when -1 print this; At may ‘be that I an wrongfully
maligning Adam Gilinsky, and misstating his position.“ I hope that I am .
not, and I hope that he will correct me If I am. "~ N

Charlostacques |

Economic instabllity seems to bring out the worst in peoplé., They love to
watch other pepple suffering---dlelng. Perhaps it is just that misery
-loves monpany.  Whbd knows? Anyway, as of late, two big trends have dev=-
eloped in the escapism industry. Ever since our country'(nay, the world)
hag plunged into :the Heceseion, Disaster movies and Post=Nuclear War comic:
have become big, big, -blg! "Since the disaster movies have been talked to
death, and I'm not being paid to do a column on movies, I'll get right
to the disaqter comics. o
November 19?2 and D.C., brought out the first 'Overkill' comice (For the
culturally.illiterates ((?)); an overkill comlc means a ‘comic dealing wih
Post-Nuclear disaster times, "Overkill" being part of the US Government
file, "OPERATION OVERKILL," dealing with the possibility of nuclear war,)
A Jack Kirby comic creation called--"Kamandi, (The Last Boy on:Earth.) The
Comic had a fascinating premise-~a boy emerges from an ancient underground
bunker after "The Great Disaster,” a still unexplained incident during
which a nuclear disaster took place. (Disaster, you must notlce. - Kirby
never implies it was a nuclear war.) ' (Optimist.) {((It's being an optimist
to think that the human race was destroyed: by something other than a
nuclear war?)) The boy emerges into a world similar to that portrayed in
the movie "Planet of the Apes." The difference 1s that, in Kamadi's world,
it isn't only apes who talk. It's snakes and lions and pumas and---well,
you get the idea. (The only things that don't talk are Men, horses, birds
and Humans.) As 1s the recurring form in all Kirby comics, "Kamandi" 1is
a saga -~-=- one whlch the reader 1s best off reading each and every lssue.
Of course, anyone interested in KAMANDI need not fret over missing the fi-
rst 35 or so lssues that have elapsed so far. Every 6 or 7 issues a new
story-line devedops, so a reader, iIf persistant, can pick up on the
concept quite quickly.
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Of course, the reader will be confused for awhile. It will take you awhile
to understand the Marvelous CORTEXIN ((I thought this was in D.C.? Okay,
I'm sorry, I'm sorry already, stop throwling those rockst! I'11 stop with
the parenthetical remarks!)) Dr. Canus, Great Caesar, Canus, Ben Boxer,
Renzi, Steve, and the many other varied and interesting pecple, places and
- things of Kamandi's world. Hang in there, however- 1t iswell worth the
effort b understand the series. , .

True to the "Planet of the Apes® tradition, the "AnimalsY are:masters and
the "humans" are the slaves, $laves which the animal world and economy
(fresh out of chaes) need desparately now. AS soon as the crisis is over,

. ‘however, a majority of the Masters are golng to be trying awfully hard to

. exterrinate the human race. Kamandl realizes this, and 1s trying to get
. the tattered remains of his specles together to mally against the animals--
to get thelr planet back. His struggle seems destined to fail, however,
since there are very precious féw humans left with anything approaching

+-dngelligerice.

But Kamandi and Kirby persiste. No matter how many times Kamandi fails
in his valiant efforts to save our worthless nace, he springs back for
more. Apparently his readers are just as persistent. "Kamandi' #1" had

- a -print run of 187,000 coples (Average run for a new magazine.) It was

. s0ld aut withln a week of selling. An additional 350,000.cepies of #1

" were printe 4 up before #2 came out. #2_had a print run of 500,000 copiles,
and they too scld outa J$ until “isdle "#15, KAMANDI was the best-sellling
comic in the worlde+~ After #15 1ts sales drooped a little, but KAMANDI

L.-ds-sTtll golng strong---=-ocne of the top ten best nelling comtcs in the

Wordl- T

The KAMANDI saga-is really unique among comic stories. You see anything
fPrem travelling roots tc undersea dolphln cities to a Gorilia clan dedic=-
ated to preserving the Superman legend, something quite real in that world.
Mhere else can you see anythilng like this. .

(Note to hprse lovers: Before you crrcify Kirby for saying that horses
are more intelligent than 'a lot of things he gave intelligence, ({sic)) -
remember he kept horses dumb for the dramatic affect:of havihg animals
ride horeeback.L HE is not saying horses are supid.)

:‘Jack Kirby is partial to three things in hls conic creations.‘ sages, int-
erlocking series, and a third point that I'1ll get to in a momént.  You all
remember the famous Kirby "Gods™ trilogy of course(Consisting of ”The New
Gods, "The Forever People," and "Mister MIracle,."). Well, it appears
Kirby ig trying to develop still another trilogy which so far hasgs only
budded into a’&uology. This duology conslsts of "Kamandi® and a newer
ereation, "0.M.A.C," (One Man Army Corps)twhich '1s about a super=-powered/
orbdtlng eattelite -powered . belng who 1s out to prevent a nuclear war
from breaking out. In his world,:-everyone has nuclear weapons-=---even
crooks. Large armies have been autlawed, 80 compact economy=-sired armies
are needed. Ergo, O0.M.A.C.  Apparently OMAC falled, as Kirbykeeps insis-
ting that OMAC and KAMANDI are linked---taking place on the same Earth.

So if Kamandi's radiation-wracked world eXiStu' OMAC faliled.

However, the fact he ‘1s a failure notwithsaandlng, QMAC is every bit as
zood as KAMANDI. The Kirby artwork is there (God, I swear his drawings
deserve to hang . in the Metropolltan Museum of Art o) the continuing saga
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The fantastic scripting is still there 'And, so are the secret socletles.

The secret societies are the third recurring point of KIrby eplcs. In
every creation secret groups are in existance. In Kamandl, one has numer-
ous sects, groups and fanatics. In OMAC, cne has a sponsering regular -grou)
called the Globabl Péace Agency (GPA) which created OMAC and helped him to
accept his new life. Now, OMAC helps them non-violently (more or less)
fight for peace. The GPA is, I think, Kirby's ultimate group --=- it pushes
secrecy to the brink. They cover their bodles with a cosmetic spray so it
appears they represent all nationalities. Personally, I think they are a
re=-vision of the KKK, out to get warmongers and conquest freaks {(mei),

and instead of using bedsheets, &hey use spray.

Next we look at YPlanet of Vampires."” The scenario goes something like
this; 5 astmpauts are sent on a migsion to explore Mars and its moons.
They make the five year trip across the gulf of space only to find they
have to return to Earth immediately. . A nuclear/biologlcal war has broken
out, and Earth is in bilg trouble. Making the five year return trip, they
find the Earth in shambles. In the five plus years. since the war, all of
Earth's survivors have been devided into two classes. One class is suppo=-
sedly dedicated to the preservation of civilization on Earth. The groups
live in pre-constructed comes all over the world. Under these domes, actual
cities thrive. These clitles are virtual luxuary apartments., Nobody in the
present world could ask for more. There is one disadvantage to living in t
the dome, however. Inhabitants of the dome have lived in fresh, conditioned
alr for five years whlle the outslide world was forced to live with holow
caust spawned diseases. Now it 1s impossible for the "Domies" to go oute-
side for any great length of time without getting a terminal disease.

The second claqq of citizens- are supposedly savage, S However, they are
badly needed by the "Domies." You see, after 5 years of living in the open,
they have developed total immunity to any disease. Those that survived,
that is. Now the "Domies"” hunt them down like savages, taking them into
thelr domes and sucking them dry of blood, which they then use to make a
serum for their peple....so they too may becone 1nvulnerable to the ravages
of a war—swept world., . -

The only thing that preventq ithe domies from total slaughter and world-wide
_siphoning of savages bs limited facilities, and the counterdattacks. of the
warrior roups of ¥YStreet Gmnga," that people have sunk to for survival,

After splawhdown, the astppnauts are reqcued by the "Domies“ and well re@.
cleved, Then something hideous happens---the ‘astronauts 'see the siphonlng
of a savage. They are appaled, and destroy the plant and free the captive
slaves, the men and womane break for freedom.  Outside the dome, the 4
agstronauts (1 died a little after Touchdouwn) join cne of the street gangs,
and begin rallying the savages against the Domies. ,

Now, the chairman of the local dome ison't too crazy about this idea. He
orders the Astronauts hunted down., He wants the males dead, their blood

to be :used as uncontaminsted serum. The women he wants alive---for breeding
stock., He wants to start of a race 'of half-breeds who aren't dependent

on the anti-body serum. He then sends out a small fleet of hovercraft

to hunt the instigating astronauts down. From there, I tell you no more.
Buy the next :lssue and pick up on the sbory. :

. .
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From a personal point of view, "POV" b3 pretty good. It runs a close third
behind KAMANDI andOMAC. If these cohmics were done by anyone but Kirby, it
would be an easy first. YPOV" is extremely well done....almost as well do=
ne as Marvel comics are. But that isn't qurprising. qince the same guy
that *started Marvel started Atlas.

"POV" has potential, and is definately worth haking a look at., As I said,
it resembles a ¥Mavel comic almost to a Y“t." It has the developing sub-
prlots and strung out stories. Yes. If "POVY is canned at all, it will
‘be one hell of a surprise. : o . :

h'-Enough with vague personal pralses. Lets move on to “Migth Samson". Gold

‘Key, ha& on€¢" of the first Overkill comics, if not the first. The comic 1is

~ "Mighty Samson,"” and it deals with a herculean mutant with an yey patch
~over his right eye, his very feminine Birl friend, and her "scientist"

“ ‘father. ((Gawd=~-sounds like a space opera trio.)) A to which 1s roaming

“around the ruins of N'yark (New York) at-least one,-:perhaps more, generate
ions after the Big One.,; In. thelr travels, they fight savages, mutatns, and
gome very 1ntereqting creatureu. B

Mighty Samqon i% quite good, conqidering that it is a Gold Key comics,

- .which immediately memns that it 1s keyed to a slightly lower intelligence
+-level. This attitude of Gold Key's==that all comic fans are immature-is

 changing slowly, thankfully. . But for the moment, 1t lacks. Anyway,. the
bagic premise is that this wandering trio finds a new "Culture" each issues.,
You see, prior to the nuclear war, New York grew to enormous proportions.,
Almost beyond belief. ¥ Now, the Begaten sruvivors who live 1n the subway
tunnels, factories, bulldings, etc adapt to their culture and surroundings.
For instance, survivors who lasted the war out in a police station would
more than likely become Police Staters wut to bring luW and order to the
world in ruins. Get my drift?

(Did I say New York was enormou°7 It must have grown to the size of Rhode
~Island. In 30 or 40 odd 1usues, our: adventurous trioc never cro,qeq into
New Herseyl J#s#

"Mighty Samson, " however has 1tq faults. All these comies do. But I'll get
to that later. " i "ﬁ '

The next comle we find is a Charlton Comic. It is en”itled "Doomsday Flus
One', and deals with the adventures of three astronauts and A, thawed-out
caveman in the Post-Nuke-War days. Temporarily, however, our heboes aren't
too adventurous. They are mainly hanging around a decerted Canadlan Air
Force base, staving off the attacks of a Communist cyborg who survived tle
war also. "Doomsday" is falrly new, so I can't say much about: 1t I do
reccomend you plck up a copy, as 1t is very good.

#New York is, at the moment, approximately 365 square m116>a

##T don't know about that. Yousay New York has grown immensly---well,
Bogswash 1s pretty blg.

In any case, who would want to cross over into New HJersey???



We come to our final Overkill comlc~= Ironjaw. Walt a minute, somebody
out there 1s screaming, IRONJAW 1s a Sword & Sorcery/Barbaric adventure
comic. Half true. While tn the surface it is an S&S/BA comics, if you
look cloesely at IRONJAW, you see-1t indeed is an Overkill Survival Comic.
What 1s the most prominent feature of IRONJAW's world? :The«Great-Crater-
Where~Nothing-Grows. What are the two most powerful bands on this Earth
of the future? The Robber bands (Quepyy: since POV and IRONJAW are both
put out by Atlas, could the Robber Bands be descendants of POV's Street
Gangs?) and the MUTANT mountain people. What is the chief religion of
this mixed world? Worship of the Great Machine (aka a ginmikked®up wash-
ing machine that somehow survived the great’ war. ) I can go on and oha .
But I'm sure you get the general ides. : o

-Okay.Vearlier on I ment;onedfthat'all these Overkill comlcs had basic flaw:
The blggest offenders sre KAMANDI, DOOMSDAY PLUS ONE, MEGHTY SAMSON and
PLANET OF THE VAMPIRES. -‘All these comics show something surviving. '
Kamandl shows thousands of ncities still standing, in ruins, but still
standing nonetheless. DOOMSDAY 3hows military’ bdses unharmed. MIGHTY
SAMSON shows New - York in perfect running condition ((Impossibles New =
York has never been in perfeect running oondition.))--PLANET OF THE VAMP=~
IRES shows citles In 'sti11l 1living and manageable -condition. Thls is all-
quite impossible. A nuclear war and/ér disasterfwould completely level
the earth, turning all but maybe 1% into level ground. That other 1%
would be in ruins, and would contaln less than 1 million .survivors. Nuce
lear wepons 'are controlled by automatic equipment. Once a country starts
firing off 1ts arsenal, everything goes off. And it would be a long time
before all the worlds aresenals are depleted. * ’ o

The same comics I mentioned above are the same offenders in the next gripe
I'm laying on you. In all the above mentioned comics, mankind's survivors
‘are portrayed as high-spirited determined people,; who are dédicated to
preserving mankind and saving civilization, and seeing that it never happ-
ens againe. Thils 1s about 3 bricks short of 'a full load. When a person has
his planet blown off the cﬂ1ﬂq+ial map, he could care less about the sur-
vival '‘of eivilization. It's his survival his interested 1n. Food, shelter
and sex are all he's interegted in peeserving. ‘ ' B

The only comlc that really portrays the post-disaster survival in truth
15 IRONJAW. ' It shaows the Earth- se¥eral generations after: the War.s

The forests, animals and men are just statting to come back.  Civiliza=~-
tion be damnedy people are barbarians, irterested only in survival. The
weak just don't make 1t. And that's the way 3t will bBes & ;

Of course, if you are an optimist, and/or like to read some really good
comics, then plck up a copy of all these oomics I've mentioned. All are
fantastic, even if they are alittle far-fetched.

¥ actually, there's a good pExEx chance that a large percentage of the
population would survive a nuclear war. THe nuclear strategy of NATO
and,, I assume, the Wargaw Pact 1s to destroy enemy nuclear installationse
--misslle bases, air bases and so on. In any first strike, it would be
the weapons installatlions that would be d&estroyed, rather than large
cities or inconspicuos conntryside.

Of course, the defenslive strategles of both system of allies calls for
massive retaliation on cities, farmland etc,. Apparently, 1t is hoped
that the threat of massive retalliation would make it unlikely for a nation
to make a first strike to begin with.
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erniemies?! weapons installationy sc as to make that enemles' retaliation as
weak as possidble, a nation could actually win a nuclear war. If. one calls
destroying three guarters of one's conquests and scme third of one's home
winnin

afdt 1o %umdﬁj yondmeb bpo oditdn dawir o sher blvew polder o onlrunnn (FU8
It 1s true that the nation's arsenals contain enough nuclear weaponry to
level the world several times over----but the fact that there is so nmuch
weaponry does not meant that the nuclear blasts would be given nicely
even dilstrybution, so as to level everything, or even that the large majore
i1ty of them would be fired.

In any case, it ;ngossible for there to be survivors after a nuclear war.
Of a kind. IR B L
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TARGAME REVIEWS

STAR. RATIDER (Attack Wargaming Association, 314 Edgley Av, Glenside, PA,
‘ 19038 ﬁhto #6450, depending on the packaging.)

STAR RAIDER is a rotten zame. To put 1t succinctly. 1t hits.

The board is advertised as being reprmduced 1n three brilllant colors—--
and so it is From an apparently hand-drawn original. The counters,

t00,. are reproduced from a hand-drawn original. The rules were apparently
written by the chimpanzee-and-typewriter system. The number of typos, ,
grammatical errors,.etc ad nauseum ig exactly that. From the explanations
in the rules, one is unable to distinguish between black holes and pulsars,
The rule§ are badly written and badly organized.. .They explain nothingg.
They are incomplete. They are, for the: most: part unintelllgible. '

Combat is rediculously simple. BJoll a dle, and one loses half of ones'
forge. ‘A large force of slightly infertor ships has no chance against
one very large ‘ship====more likely, that one ship wlll destroy the entire
eriemy fleet, ship by ship.” The Scdle is rediculous~<--about 60 stars. in
an entire “galaxy.v The terrain is. redlculoun. . ,

I'd burn the game, except that the plastic envelope it came in would
stink up the house. And I am loath to dgstroy a §6 investment, no
matter how much af a turkey the game is. So, the game will stay hidden
under a plle of shit for all eternity. I'll never play the thing againm
thank god. S '

WAR OF THE WIZARD (Tactical Studies Rules, POB 756, Lake Geneva, WI, 53147,
$7450) = ~ . ' _ _

WOTW is a tactical sorcerer vs. sorcerer (with variations for priests) g

game. The rules are -a reasonably well-written 30+ page booklet detail-

ing the basic system, the spells available, and the tables necessary..

The board is a "ladder" with 24 stepse.

The game is complicated and fascinating. Over 70 seplls are detalled,

some usable by sorcerers and’'some by priests, and most by both. Essentially,
each player sits at one end of the board, and casts spells at the other,
attempting to drive that players' "gpell points" below ZETO. The first
prlayer to be successful winsg. )

Essentially, then, the player with the higher number of spell polints wins
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most often. Some people I've played claim that the player with the higher
number of spell points cannot fall to win, and it is true that the hlgher
player has an immense advantage, even if the difference in spell polnts 1is
small.

One solution 18 to give both players 100 spell points in all three categor-
leg, making is a purely;even mateh. R

The basic system 1s nice, but some of the combat tables are a little fucke
According to the "wall versus creature™ sombat table, 1t is easier to

k11l an enemy *wall" (Wall of Fire,’ Wall of Iron, that sort of thing)

with a low level monster than with a2 high level creature. Insane.

I 1kke the game, though, and am presently revieing, leaving the basic 8ys=-
tem alone, and changing the "tables I don't like, and making the spells
compatible with D&D. I may even expand it to a full board Bame, and
include : stuff for different weapon types and so on. Essentlally a game
for playing out D&D battles on a tactical qcale; '

Anyway, getting back to the matter at hand, WOTW is an excellent Zare »
Almost worth $7.50. ,

DUNGEON (Tactieal Studies Rules, addre 18 above, 312 50) ;.

D is an intensly simplified 'game of D&D: The board depictq 8 standardized*
dungeon, and the rules are a. little less complicated thah ‘Chutes and - Ladd=
erss. The players move around  the board. their characters representea by
Milton-Bradley type 1little plastic’ pleces Each player attempts to kill
monsters and get treasure, attempting to fulfill,rather gilly "victory
conditions,” using a véery simplifled combat procedure.

Tt's a fast moving fun game, but 1t'l] never be called a classic. I even -
hesitate to call it a wargame, It's fun. Not $12.50 worth of fun, though

X=X=X=X=X=X=X~X=X=X=X=X=X=X~X=X=X=X=X=X~X=X~X~X=X=X=X~E~X~-X~XEX~X-X=-X=X=X

o A CONVENTIONAL DIRGE

.
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I've read a buﬁeh of reports, mostly in wargaming fanzines, which absolute
ely raved about Origins I. "World's greatest wargaming convention ever”
is a, typical remark. I suppose one can't expect much more from gamers,
((Sorry.)) . L o ; |

Origins may have-been the World's Greatest Wargaming Convention Ever.

I so,’I don't think a hell of a lot of Wargaming cons. Origlns was

"my first, so I don't really know. o

- The émphasis was on tournaments. Emphasis, helﬁl--e--there wag nothing
BUT tournaments. A Diplomacy tournament, and a War In the East, a

'f'Richtoffen g War tournament, an Iron Ships and Wooden Men (or wnatever

1t's called) tournament, a Napoleonics Tournament, a Blue and Gray
tournament----well, you get the idea. ’

That's what Origins was. That and a dealer's room, whlch did a thriving
business. i ' , _
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I arrive at Penn Station at 12, with a couple of friends, just in time to
be told that our train 1s. late, and won't -leave for 15 minutes. In 15
minutes, we are told that.it is late some more, and won't leave for ANOTHER
15 minutes, Which is exactly what we are told 15 minutes later.

ARRG. Fventually, the forces of Right and Justice triumphs, and Amtrak man-
ages to scrape up a traln from somewhere. We board, and my friends dis
appear, Probably to the bar. I éon't see them agailnz until we get off,
when we hunt up 2 taxi.

After a great deal of cruising around the John Hopkin's campus, we find what
we think 1s the reglstration building. It isn't, but we search around for
a blt,-peering at the badly desgined, somewhat cockeyed map we got 1n the
nall, and eventually find 1ts The line is 50' long.

- 80 I put Adam Kasanof in line; with instructions to get my badge as well as
his when he gets to the fore of the lines I go off and play pinball for

a while, then go down to the basement to discover whther I'm in the D&D

session going on in 15 minutes, or one thé folhowing daye I don' have to

worry; not till tommorrow, at 10 o'clock. 'In the morning. Jesuys, do they

really expect me to be up by 10 at a convention? Poor planning

But then'boor planning” is no news; that's evident in everything I've seen
80 far of the conventicn. In fact, the bnly things that were handled come~
vetently during the entire convention were the tournaments. :

I g0 back to find Adam and my badge. He's not in line. In fact, he's pady-
ing D&Dwmw—wx and HE HASN'T GOT MY BADGE. I withstrain my blows, and do not
infliet 1-6 hits on his idiotically smiling face.

Eventually. I get my badge and the keys to the dorm, and wander off with s
some other people, in an attempt to discover where I'11l be sleeping. My
badge contlnually falls off my nylon shirts. I make scathing remarks about
beople who are too chep to buy clip badges, 1n itead of making do with bloody
stlck-ons. L
Fventually. we find our déﬁﬁ ﬂfﬁ/ﬁéi hell hole, which has no alr condition-
ing, vprecious few lights, a badly-cleaned bathroom down the corridor, no
running water, hard beds, no blankets, It's about 90° in the dorm, and 80
outside. As we walk back down the corrldor, we hear from the direction, of
the: stzirwell, "I'm not coming HEBE when I go to collegei” a sentiment with

which we all agreés.

I go-back to the gaming area, wander around the dealer's room and try to look
like a shoplifter. I tire of this, and go to the tournament room, and go
from boerd to board chuckling at peopletls play. BEveryone thinks I'm deni-
zrating his. play, and getq upqet. I chuckle all the more.
Npthing much happenu. Some more nothing much happenQ. Scott Rosenbeg;meetq
Robert Sacks, and the start yelling at each other. Eventually, overcome
with ennui, I gro into Scott', dungeon, along with some other people., He |
wonlt-let me be a dwarvish cleric. Even thotugh I let him be a ohaotic‘
sado=-masochlist homosexual phase splder cleric in mine. Dud.

T dud .out, and manage to organize a KINGMAKER ‘game with Robert Sacks and Scott
and D11 and a bunch of other ‘people. We go to Sacks! room, and start ‘to

nlaye Scott duds out; he is overly flippant. We chuck him out, and a large
nercentage of the players decide to go as well. We are left with four plau-
ers. ' Somebody lnocks at the doors I open it. Lylng on the floor is a can
of beer. L open 1t. Somebody has shaken 1t up. There is - beer all over the



floor.

After about 5 or 6 hours of playing a four-player KINGMAKER game, I go to
bed. After all, Ifve got that D& thing with Gygax in the morning.

In the morning, I dlscover that Gygax's dungeon is-a total dud. As btephen
Tihor relies too much uppn random traps and I place too much reliaence upon
what I contieve to be amusing situations (but whlci the players don't always
go concleve), Mr«:Bygax placed an extreme rellahce upen traps of various
sorts. The dungeon was, 1n my opinion, totally duddish.

((Please note that :thid 13 not to say that Gygax cannot billd a competent
dungeon; I have a number of friends who went on a wilderness expedition with
him at the DipCon. and report that it was excellent ))

And the people I. Was playing wlth were none too bright either. The first
entrance we tried: to the dungeOh was a trap. As wee walk down the corridor,
a sliding paniel closes behind us. We continue to walk, and the corridor
dead-ends. We search for eecret doors, secret panels.: ' We search the floer
for secret doors. We poke the cieling with 10" poles. Nothing.

Ch Caller has someone cast a Pas swall spell at the end of the corridor.
We extend the corridor 10% into the the solid rock. our alr is ruining out.

_We realize we're in a trap; and the only way 1s baok out. The caller has ™
someone cast a lightning bolt at the sliding panel. . We.blast a 3% hole 1n
the panel. The room 1s fillled with ozone. Half of us faint. N

The Gm 1s magnalmous; we don't dle 1mmed1ately. ‘The caller spendu half an
hour dithering about what do do. Eventually, we cast Stone to Flesh on the
panel, and hack our way out. . '

Tt's time for the Diplomacy tournament. We've spent-two hours!doing nothing.
I leave. : ' e

The Diplomacy tournamerit is filled with people who don t know a Lepanto from
Mother Hittons Littul Kittoens. My.ally falls to attack our common enemy on

the first turn. I ask him nhy.' Very palned, he l1sy "What?? You want he to

violate another player's neutrality on the first turn?????"

Dumbshlt.
I dle. Come back tommorrow, they say. Sure. With my 2% points.

T wander around some more, doing nothing in particular. Al Nofl saysg he's
organizing a kind of impromptu Designer's Panel, to be held outdoors 1n a

grove. No chance to organize it, really, but 75 people show up anyway. 1
wonder what would happen if the Con had enough sense to organlze something
like this. )

The rest of that night 1s a fog. I think Iﬁ%ent to bed relatively early.

Like 2 or 4, . :

I get up an hour late for the Dip tournament. Go over there anyway---nothing
else to do. Mlke Rocamora resigns his 8 unit Turkey in my favor. Nobt sure
why, but there 1t is, I louse up my build. - It hurts, especially when I
stab ny ally, Russia, and I need that army. :




I leave on Monday for New York. We miss the traln, and wait an hour for
the next. The next is 30 minutes late. Amtralk's on the ball ggain.

Arrive Penn station. Talke subway. Totter into bed.
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FANZINE riEVIEWS

IT COMES IN THE MAIL, Ned Brooks, 713.Pmul St, Newport News, Virginia, 23605,
Interesting zine, In a sense¢. The editor chronicles, day by day, what he
gets In the mail., FEach day he lists and reviews the zines he gets and cap~-
sulizes the létters, Apparently avallable for trade o1 somethingorother.
Mythologies, Don D'Ammaqqa, 19 Angelll ({(only:2 “1”'s, of course)) Drive,
East 'Frovidence, RI, 02914 "Available for loc or edltorial whim only."
Fifty pageg ofcareful agrument and thbught by scads of loccers. Revives
one's faith in humanity tc see that many intelligent people gathered toge-
ther at once. Very good indeed.

KQANO? -RIL, CHip Charnley, 1545 Breton Rd, SE,.East Grend Bapids, Michigan,
49506 &/%2. .
A dittoed D&D fanzine.. Contains some interesting stuff, although the |
article on including Vadagh-folk as a new type- of character is totally
inaccurates  Falrly good, S N , ‘ : :

*
?

ASHWING, Frank Debton, 14654 8 Av, &3 Seattle, A3 98156, Zrallable for the usua
Az zood as ever, ' '

MASIFORM D, Devra Langsam, 250 Crown St, 3rooklyn, NY, 11225. 1/75¢

An excellent ST zine. ostly flction, some non=ST. _One thing I have
noticed about ST zines 1“ the lack of reader participatlon--ui €., lOCSH.
Pantastic printinz---in four colors, yet. Red, .green, blue and black. Its
obviously not offset, and 1t looks 1like mimeo---but'fOUT color? -

NO, Ruth Berman, 5620 Edgewater Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesbba, 55417
1/35% j .
This" is the last lssue of NO, an excellent zine. Huth, I'11 continpe send=-
ine you freebies until you resume publication, if ever.

KABALLAE, 25-33 L8th St, Loneg Island City, NY, 11103. 52
Also ceasine publication. What's molng on? Anyway, I don't have to send
HIM a freeble--=~he contributes. Nyahahaha.

HAUNTER OF THE MAIL, can't find anm address or name. It-says" frinted for -
the Esoteric Order of Dagon 10," so it must be something or other. An '
APA, gpparenfly. Some comments on other zines, Day-by-day description of
zines and letters recileved. I've got no idea who prints the zine, though.

Appro,.

THE HAVEN HERALD, 8tevhen Tihor, 122 Henry Hall, FPrinceton University,
Princeton, NJ, 08540. SASE, 1'd imasine.

THE HAVEN HERALD 1s an 1rregular zine printed by Stephen occasionally, and
containg news about his D&D land, additional rules, and so on. Tiis issu

contained rules for anew class, Empaths.
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THE. JARACOSTA JOURNAL, Scott Rosenbers, 182-31 Radnor. Rd, Jamaleca, -NY,
11432, SASE,
TJJ 1s Scott', equivalent to the HAVEN HERALD, It prints new about
Scotf‘ﬂ world and his rule changes. It 1s usually smaller, as a lot
of Scott's information is printed in THH, since bcott’n votrld and
Teehs are connected. :

LILLIFUT ¢/0 Me 1s dead. The sole game has been transfered to Ben
Brossman's zine, THE PAEDAWN LEFTIST, ,

URF DURFAL c¢/o Me 1s about to print its fifth issue. I1'm presently
running the following Pipvariants; Excommunicationt; Near Utter Chaos;
260 AD; Dilatory/Diluvian;. and Stab-Happy- Ag well, I'm running an open=
ended . FRIGATE variant called FRIGG IT!, And I've got openings in
PACIFICA I, 1618, DIPLOMAFTA, DOWNFALL OF THE LOTR AND THE aRETUsaN OF THE:
KING II WORLD WAB III WAR IN THE, AlR, GAMBLING DIPLOMACY MAGIC
DIPLOMACY II, AhACHRONIST DIPLOMACY and IBBOESIAN DIPLOMACY. And, of
course, one can join FRIGG IT! at any time. No game fee; merely maintain
a subscription to Urf Durfal, And a sub 1s cost plus postage.

FIRE THE ARQUEBUSIERS, c/o Me will print iss firast issue late this September
It will bé the fourth " P&D magazine-1f you don't count THHand TJJ, and sixth
1f you do. ((The other three being KRANOR-RIL, ALARUNS & EXCURbIONb and

a zine that I'm told Spartan is putting out.}).. It will be 36 pages,
irregular, at the same price as GIGO, The first lssue willk have articleq
ori the addition ‘of two new classes to D& (Martial Arti yts and Empaths, )
addine Sex to D&D, a new class of maglecal 1tems (Herbs and Spices), a rather
funny serialized story by Adam Kasanof on a: dungeon trip in a typical New
York dungeon (called "As the Nexus Turns”) and more, if that doesn't fill
the 36 pages. Send me some money (Yes, do. PFreferably, without asking for

anything in return. )

SOL III, Rebecca Barmett, 8008 01d Stage Rd, Baleigh, NC, 27603
Has ceased publication for the time being, at least. Or so Becky .
tells me. Oh, yeah, that's right. I printed the letter.

VALINOR, Mike Muchnik; 2520 Hyacinth Ct, Wes tbury, NY, 11590 %. ¥1.50/10.
VALINOR %g one of the best new zines to abpear in r@cent months. Its first
{ ssue had an extroardinary number of articles for a first isgsue, and the
editor seems mature and intelligent---a quality which seems strangely lackin
in other new Dip editors. The zine 1s definitely worth the 1ncredibly small
price. The only drawback is the fact that the, thing i; dittoed. :

DIMAN, Brad Hessel, 15 Oak Av, Tarrytomn.;NY 10591, 1/15¢

Another excellent new Dipzinee The editor kas, apparently been in and out
of the hobby for quite a whlle, and has now decided to pub. The zine is
concerned with much other than the Dip hobby, and the amount of press is
atagmering. Wish I could get my subscribers to write that much preq for

Upf Durfall

DYNASTY, Adam Gruen, 470 North St, Harrison, NY, 10528. 10/92

Yet another new Mpzine. I'm a@raid I don't think as much of this one,
thot_igh .

THE PRUDAWN LEFTIST, Ben Grossman, 29 E 9 #9, NY, NY, 10003. 10/#2

Last issue I was nonecommital on this zine. The first issue was rotten.  But
since then, the zine has gotten better in a tead& progression. Definitely

worthwhile.
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According to LOCUS, Orlando had 298 votes for Worldcon site, New York had 111,
Washingtgn 91, and Philadebphla 28, Membership untll the end of September
will be #5 attending and #3.50 supporting. , ‘

HUGO AWARDS:

Novel: The Dispossesed, Ursuda Le Guin

Novella: A Song for Lya, George Martin '

Novellette: Adrift off the Islets of Langerhans, Harlan REllison (NOT AGAIN?)
Short Storyt: The Hole Man, Larry Niven

Editor: Ben Bova

Artist: Kelly Freas

Dramatic Fresentation: Youns Prankenstein

Fanzinet The Alien Critic

Fan Writer: Hichard E Gels

Fan Artist: Bill.Rotsler '

Camphell Award: F J Plaurer
Gandalf Award: Fritz Leiber
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THIS IS DIPCON???? HOW COME EVEAYONE IS FLAYING D&D?
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On Tuesday, I was in New Hampshire. On Friday,fl_was'in'Chicago.'

It?'s not really as simple as 1t sounds. On Wednesday, I was in New York;
and on Thursday in Youngstoun. ' '

I wended my Way from New Hampshire to New York on Wednesday, fully intending
to print un GIGO that day. HA! It's now a month later, and NOW I'y getting
aroudd to typing up the stencils. Auuugh. . n :

On Wédnésday afternoon, I phoned -Edi Birsan, and he told me hOW-td-get-tb.a
his~hog?ﬁ, and to be there early the next morning, around 11. {((Yes, that's
2Arly ., ‘ ‘ .

I braved the terrors of the New York subway, and made 1t into Queens in time
to be earlys I cramped dinto Edil's Vega, and we started out across the waste-
lands of New Jersey. . We stabted playing a D&D game, in my gungeon..

Tn the car with me, as well as Edil, were Arnold Proujansky, and Evan. The
wame was a rather exhausting experience farall involved.

T belicve I've mentioned one of the NY Conspiracy words earlier: this lssue-
«=="dud " "To prouj" is another. Arncld's Ctbgspiracy nickname is Prouj.

Je has a rather annoying habbit of exhausting every possiblility ina D&D gane.
Jeeling for secret doors along every inch of corridor, poking the celling with
10! poles ad he goes along, carefully examining the floor, using Detect

Tagic or Evil or whatever constantly, smashing chests to pleces to ensure that
10 secret comparments were missed, and so on. e

70 glve an example; at one point, in my dungeon, Arnold came across a neutral
"warvish thief. The thief tried to pickpocket the party, but was unsuccess-
“3l. After intense questioning, Ammold killed him (which he could do with

ro problem, since he was neutral.) He searched hls body and found a very

~ew Gold Pieces. He took the dwarves! clothing off, ripped 1t to shreds an d
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Finding nothing, he proceeded to light & fire and cremate the dwarf. Once
the fire had burnt itself out, he sifted through the as heu. and found a few
pebbles. He took them. They turned out to be gall stones .

Fvan, too; is s something of a phohomenon. He plays games je==any game--=- with
an intenseness not bo be believed. He often fails to distinguish between

a jolke and criticlsm, and is this often the butt of many jokes. Im D&D,

he plays very selfishly, points out the "rules® to the gamesmaster at horrib’
inapprovriate time (1ike when the gamesmaster has made clear that he isn't
playing by those rules), plays rather selfishly (except when he is told that
he must give things away to appear.to be lawful) ad nauseum. He has an -
armoying habbit of wearing down the gamesmaster; 1f he wants something, he
pleads for 1t, and continues to plead for it #ntil the gamssmaster Bives in.
In this game, he plead with me because he wanted to be a Ranger, emen though
I didn!t know the rules for Rangers. Evantually, I gavc in.

Eventually, we arrived in Youngstown; where we’ septn the night. "Rising
an® falling to shine the next morning, we set out at a perverted hour 1n
the morning, ketting a beaubtiful view of the industiraal area,

We got to Chilcago late Friday, reglstered at the hotel, rejoined the rest
of the New York group, and trooped around the dealer's room. Nothing of
particular interest was Being vended, so we escaped to a conference room
in tlme for the IDA General Meeting.

The General Meeting went well, There was a satlsfactory amount of firee
workd, although everything seemed to be peaceful until Gordon Anderson

rose to make hls famous statement. I believe ¥ mentioned it elsewhere in
this lssue. He ssated that his company, "VIKING SYSTEMS INCY had tradem-
arked the name "DipCon." Somebody questioned the legality:of that act, and
Gordon said something about "abandonment of use,"

Nice firewqus. DeSpicable action. Deqtroying traditions of the hobby.

Right on. Just what we need. That's what N3F needs, tco; a couple of
good feuds. That'd 11ven it up. .

t

Getting off the subject, though_‘*w 1

That night, I played D& in Stephen. Tihor'q dungeOﬁ, with my magic-suer,
Cheech Wizard. I didn't do too badly.

Two fo our party-members, a lwaful fighter and a Mmi-inqanve clerie walked
ocout on our party, along with all their hirelings.

We went on for a while, and ¥t wasn't until it was too late ‘that we realized
that a2ll we had left was a third-level cleric, a single fighter, and four
or five maglc-usmers. A great preronderance of maglc-users.

So we got out as fast as possible. Which wan't too fast, considering that
we'd walked throush a transporter to the fifth level.

I actually got quite a bit of sleep, and managed to get up in time for the
Di ptournament. I was Austria, and managed to hold out long enough to

score reasonably well, at lea t by the somewhat silly sys stem the tournament
was using. I was placed on the third board.
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After eating in a rather greasy place down the etreet, I returned and start-
ed 1n on the next round as France.. England and Germany wanted a three-way
alllance against the rest of the board, and I agreed. But I was getting

a bit fed up with three-way Western alliances, Five of the six boards in
the first round had had three-way Western alliances, &nd I had neraly been
destroyed by one on my board. B '

50, when Russla attacked Germany, I thought I waw a chance, and stabbed
Germany. Just in time to be stabbed by the Italisans. I seec-gsawed once
more, and turned to face the Italians. I ended bpe game with the normal
five French centers. Dud.

I left the game, and wandered over to a nearby table.

It seemed that in a D&D game in Stephen Tihor's dungeon, Walt Buchanan's
gharacter had twlce killed Howard Mahler's character. The first time was
excusable, as Walt didn't really know what was going on. but the second
time was mere fliovpancy. ,

Walt's character plead stupidity; thus, his character was known ag "Walter
the Dumb." And Howard's character was dead, and thus was known as "Wilber
the Dead.," Wilber the Dead presented evidence via a Clerical "Speak with -
the Dead" spell. . ‘

Tim (Robert Lipton} and Nick Ulanov were seated at one cnd of the table. _
They had rather foolsshly agreed to pay 1000 Gold Pieces for each word they
spoke during the trial to Walter the Dumb. - They kept on interrupting, and
Scott quietly kept a tally of the number of words they vlere speaking.. oo
The verdict of the court eventually was that Walt had .turned ‘nettral by his

actions. :

Later that eveming, Soott and Stephen started trips in ndjacent rooms, as
there were too many peeple who wanted to play for just one expedttion. I
went in Scott's dungeon. I don't really remember what happened there, but
I defintely do remember the aftermath,

Half way through the expedition, Bob Lipton had to léavc, 80 he left me in
custody of his character: I was the obvious choice, as I had apprenticed
my character to his. - o ‘

Once out of the dungeon, Mike Rocamora's character polymorphed Walter the
Dumb into a Beholder, and the Beholder came looking for Wilber the. No Longer
Deads Wilker told me that Lipton had promised to defend him if Walter

tried anything, so I told him I'd help him. He hired.a couple .of hundred
bowmen, and toolk them, along with Tim and Cheech, to a strategic hill.

Soon, the Beholder appreared in the distance. Tim and the Beholder, with
Cheech contributing an occasional spell, settled down to a Battle Royal,

exchanging spells at a ferocious rate.

Soon it hecame aprarent that we were losing. ©Scott was using an 1ncred1b1y
stupid system for resolving multi-man combat---=he interpreteq the Chainmail
aystem to indicate that 20 men could only infllcik as many hits as one man

alone. . |
Mike's character started torwards the battlefield, as we later found but,
to heln ki1l the Beholder~=-~he dldn't really want Tim deoad

I+ was then that somebogy noticed that Mike couldn't have pdlymorphed Walt



into a Beholder 1n the first place,.because Mike wasn’t high enough level
to take a Polympbrph spell. L . ' :

.So much forlthat.

The next day (Sunday), the Diplomacy tournament was agaln in the morning.
I discovered that I was Turkey on board 3. Or maybe it was 4. Anyway,

I managed to hold out against an Austro-RBussian alliance until the omni-
present Three-way Western alllance made its prescnce felt and conquered
Russia. Austria then made me part of his attempied stalemate line,

but the West made some attractive promieses, and 1 athtbed austria.

At the end of the game, I was once agaln an 8ustrian puppet, with

two centers. '

Apparently, the tournament was the last thing at the con. The Buchanans
packed up and prepared to go. The conspiracy bestowed honarary Conspiracy-
ship upon the two Buchanan children, and taught them several phrases; "dud!
"Besh 1s a dud" among them. When ®e tried to ge’ them to say "Buch is a
ud,"” them wouldn't, though. T guess blood is thicker that Conspiracy.

We saw them off, and, a short time later, the Michigan and points north
crowd. Points north being Canada,:_And then dudded around for a while,

doing nothing in particular. -

Plans were made to play D&D;"Middle Farth VIII, Utter Chéos, and
Utter Chaos Middle Earth VIIJ, in quick sucession, but none came to
frultion. So we went to bed. . .

In Fdi's room, I found Len TLakofka's clipboard, wvhich I appropriated. It':
very useful. On the top, "it has two little address stickers; one says
"Leonard Lakofka," and the other says "Lenny Da Lizzard." Must be schlzo=-
phrenice. SR : -

The next morning, we .rose at 6, I won't call that a disgusting hour; I
merely thought of it ‘as having taken a short nap ln the evening, and waltin:
up a few hours later to continue. I was in the came car, a0 I continued
the campalgn. The previous night I,:with some hclp from Mat Diller, had
come up with a set of Sex ruleg for D&, and I applied them to the gane.

This time, the player's decided to go on a Wilderness expeditionk, on

a journey to visit the King of the Elves, in the Land of Elves. They

journeyed south to the.great road. On thé way,  “hey met a company of

ogres, who were in the posesslon of the sister=blade of Stormbringer,

The Ranger didn't really realize what it was, sc he picked 1t up. Not
too bright, that. The blade now thinks It's his. ’

They continued, and eventually hlt the Brest Road, and headed wastwazd.
They tock a wrong turning, and met the Lora Haphaegtus.‘Guardian of the
South, Protector of Ambrusil,: Scourge of the Barharous, South. He, being

a paladin, made the party his "guests." He was a blt susplcpaous, and not

mduly so; the party was composed of a bisexual female magic=user with an

oral fixation, an homosexual martial artist, and a fighter. Ag well as

a mule-skinner, a cleric hireling, and the slowly mouldering body of

a dead elf. (The elf had heen killed by the Stormbringer-sister sword,
 and the party hoped that it could somehow regain 1ts soul from the.blade.)
" And a Ranaer. - The ‘Banger and the cleric being the only two lawful characte
The Lord's homosexual female lawful maglc-user fell madly in love with

the expeditiorls magic user ({ I can't help it; when I roll OO, I roll 00.)
Eventually they managed to escape, and made thei:r merry way onward to




At 3 1n the morning, we sot in. Edi; the only driver in the car, was just
about deads I think the only thing that kept him awake was the D&D ganme »

STAR TREK LIVES! ., . | :
Jacqueline Lichtenberg, Sondra Marshak and Joan Winston

In a conversation with sgmeone one day, that person remakked "Liftis more
.complicated that i1t seems., " My 1mmediate reaction was "Wrong. Life 1s
less comnlicated than people make 1t." -

The more I think about ‘the latter statement, the more scnsible it seems to
mes Bar too many people have, throughout history, knocked tqem%clve» out
over artificial nroblemas Is Christ of the same substance of God, or of a
like substance? How many ansgels can dance. on 2 R¥m the head of a pin?
What does Faulkner really mgan vhen he says "Shimmering delapidatlon"?

And so on, etc. So much of "philosophy and so much offictional dissection
is sheer, madulterated bullshit.

To make an obvious polnt, does 1t really matter whether one has free will - |
or one's wath is determined at dbirth by thefates? Will sure knowledge of v
one -or the other change one's 1ife? W11l it change the fate of humanity?

Does it really MATTER? 5 ST o _

To make another polnt; doeq it matter whether Darl in AS I LAY DYING is a
paranold qchizonhrenic, or an artist? Wil¥ knowledge on way or the other
1nf1uence any one? Is such knowledge even meqninpfull?

No.; I have come“to the conclusion that philosopy i1s bullshi“. .- 41d that
dissection of fiction is bullshit. | . :

I admit the possibility that I am a 1ittle mind, that cannot grasp the taue,
awful sisniflcance of the dilemmas of philopophy. I admit the possibility
that, I am so e¢rass as to be unablerto see the oi?nificance, the greatness

in beine able to fully understand in every ninute detall, a voxk of art---
to an extent that even the artis f did not understand.

I admit such a ponsibility. But I find it unlikely.

Unfortunately, this book im, for the most part, one or the other; philosophy
or dissection of fictions 4 large part of the book tal'ts about Roddenberry's
philosophy of the cliched *"peace and brotherhood." And another large part
“talks about the reasons that, say, Spock is attractive to ser many, and that

the show 19 qo popular.

‘The book very neatly deviééqx the - attractiveness of Star Trek into five parts.
The Discover Effect, The Tailored Effect, The Spock Charisma: Effect, The
- .Optimism nffect, and The Goal Effect., I kid you not. These’ effectq” are
capitialized thromzhtout the book. They are treated as the sum total of

'Star Trki. ‘ o - v

I had a very difficult time readingz the book. After .every fifth paragraph,
I began to think of gum-chewing teenager wearing tee- thrts, rencilime
"How truei" in the margins. I'd read sonme. Then I!'d through the book away

in dissust, crying "BULLSHIT!"

Aggzs Fventually, I gave up.



THERE IS NO PAGE 34"0

~ After T finished &y printing up page 33. and after & realized that
' 35 was on the back ‘of 33, I looked aroudd to find 34. I looked high and
low, hither and yohm No 34 to be found.. S .

I returned to my qtenclls,:and printed up the rest of'the’zine before
continuing back to finish up this mess.,

According to the copy T wrote for the DipCon reportm there should be
) othlng between where page 33 left off, and where 35 started up. I nust
"thus assume that there never was a page. 34, and that something is fucked

up.

* Thus; there is no page 3&. There are a few words left off the last sent-
ence on 33, which should be 1eading into 354 After ‘the trip wae over,..
we; got into New York.

So don't worry about 1t. :
I've got to, though. I’ve qt111 this'entire page to fill up. =, .

Well; some more Monty Python’ biographieq, I guies......there are also
some on the back page, in case you're interested.

TERRY GILLIAM~ For all his lovable American accent and tomboy ‘goud- -

humor, Terry is, at heart, a lovable American-gpeakin g good-humored
tombby, and not a dry rot and de-infestatlion operatdve as some people

have claimed (See: MY SON THE DEINFESTATION OPERATIVE&, by Mrs. O.-
Gilliam, published by Faber and Faber, 1961.) Terry has never been
specifically interested in the structural rnovation of building facilitieq,
nor has he ever become President of the United States .of America, as -~ :
other people have claimed. (see: MY SON ‘WABR A DEINFESTATION OFERATIVE,

by Mr. O, Gilllam; published by McMillan 1962). As far as politics are .-
cbncernod his record is spotlesg=-=--~he has never gone in for: them at '

Terry lools forward to a guture with some major companles, including ITT,
but 1t is quite likely that he won't get one. His hair is still long, and
his legu_are only bandy if you laock at them in a certain way.

FQIC IDLE- Eric Idle was born 1n Leicester on the 8th of Janua TV, 1841.
the son and daughter of a Chber Inspector of:Police and Mrs. Idle, who
is st11l .undead. He was sanltized 9 weeks after birth, and remains the
only menber of the Python team to be s0.

Fric soon hecame passionately fond of Rugby football, mountainerring and
fashion magazines for which to this day he still has several lifetime
subscrbotions. He/She was edicated at Melton Mowbray Grammar School and
Fmmanuel College, Cambridge, where it took a degree in Medicine. The
thing later qualified as a doctor at St. Bartholomew Hospital, London.
There the creature first took to writing second-rate fadlo comedlies and
_seripts for the then~famous David Frost (sic.) It was then that the
beast met up with Fellinl and ended a short relatlionship. Having no
work one X-Mas, and having given up Ear Nose and Throat surgery and
given. up- dying having, the object wrote-bad lines for Petual Clark
shows. There the entity's creature ended, but by now the excresence of
protoplasm took a fresh interest in old empty Germolene tins and scom
became known as an involver of MEen « _




. ll;}eng thankfully, I noticedztﬁaf'noﬁ all the dhapters were about some
Efffect” or other. So I read the chapters by Joan Winston,

One was about herz experiences as a member of thé Star Trek convention
committee., The other was about her visit to the Star Trek set on the
last weck of filming.

Both were excellent,:_They,were well=written. Amusing. Informatwe;funny,
interesting. In the desert: of the rest of the book, they were fantastic.

I urge all who-have an interest in Ster 'Trék to purchase the book, and
read chapters 3 and 7.  The rest can be disposed of with the Kitty Litter.

SOME MORE LETTERS THAT I THOUGHT IDIDN"T HAVE ROOM FOR, BUT NOW THAT I'VE
DECIDED TO MAKE THIS ISSUE 48, PAGES, I DO. P

Douglias Carey, 11355 Lincoln St, Robertsville, OH, 54670

srcoclNOW, to feminism, As you say, the reviews of .THE FEMALE MAN were not
reviews, But don't feel bad about it. Check out F&SF, Analog and Galaxy/
If's reviews of the book. Altho more professional in execution, they did
the same thing--commented on the role of women more than the book. Esp.
the role of women in gf. :

My two dents runs like this... I'm going to compare two women wuthors,
Lisa Tuttle and Brenda Pearce. Both had recent stories in Analog; the
former "Windhaven," the latter "Crazy Oil." Both were .hard sf. Also,
both had lead characters as women. However, the Pearce story had the
fault of knocking you over the head with the fact that Katherine was a
woman; the story centered around her womanltiood and by stressing the fact
that she was of the female gender, proved that her posltion of importance
was a guirk. Tuttle's. story had a person~ Maris. She.had, because of
tradition, lost her humanity---not her femininity. Her soclety accepted
her as a-person'despite her gex, rejected her as a person because of her
orphan background . o - - ‘ :

Remember the Vulcan IDIC? The trick 1s to realize the differences and unite
them without destroying the differences. Not by elliminating the opposite
party. SF is unique in that 1t promotes change by portraying change after
it has occured, It does not (or shoudd not) oromote change by showing what
happens without it. @rufen believe in. starflight because we read 1t all
the' time. We did not get into the habbit by reading stories in which
gtarflight was prohibited.

.

From a personal point of view, I treat women wlth much more deference than
men--438 a Gentler Sex. A male I treat badly until he proves my equal, -

a women I treat as my superlor--unless she tries to lower herselfl to mhe
Mequality"” of men. That raises my dander and invokes an extreme dislike of

the person involved.

Is Kasanof's TIG replacement cdming out soon? ((In about 6 months, I think.))
How is Mayor Beame's lynching committee coming along? ((Well, we've got

. another three months before we have to start buying machine guns to protect
ourselves because theré's no police, and start dumping our garbage in the
Tast rlver because noone will collect 1t.)) :

signs the letter off with the phrase "Rklioy Swa Ton Rhee." I belleve
1g because I often sign my letters with "Rklioy Swa Rhee.” -This phrase
antchamacallit of " "Kilroy Was Here," It originally arose in a short

Doug
this
tg a
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which was written by me, Adam Kasanof and Scott Rosenberg.
‘EXCEBTT FROM “MY SUMMER WEEKEND ON NANTUCKER"

An orange polka~dot sphere of light and a pink trapezoid landed. Two things
which I assumed to be Spicans jumped out of the sphere, and some mushy blue
Vegans tumbled from the trapezoid, They splattered on impact, craating a
blue, gucky, slithery mess that spread slowly. = One of the dylng Vegans
menaged to squeak "Ik nee-a Vi zerbl." I was informed later that this was
Vegan, for "Gravity!®" The Splcans, large halry things with horns, cavorted
and cajoled over the flgld, making no nolse. One of the Indlans said "Me
Makum good statue, and sell to Great White Father."

I got up on a boulder, and shouted "Friends, Spicans, Vegans, Crusaders,
Indians, Sirians, Fhoenlcilans and Lizard-Peoplet! Now is the time for all
good-==cr---creatures to come to the ald of their time continuumi"

They replied "We come to bury you, not to praise you." The Spilcans said .
"Yrrk ip okk syrvo eeasnee?" They advanced at a gallop and produced
magenta belts that they wove around thelr. midriff. I turned to the-
Arcturians, to discover they had left without a trace, I gquickly shouted
"waltt" at the Spicans. They stopped dead in their tracks, and I turned
to face them., ' : ' IR '

"Wow, you guys want to kill me, right?"

"Rklloy Sws Rheel"

There you are. I admit, that's 4 blt confused, but the entire story is

a mish-mosh of confuslon. Eventually. the protagonlist, who 18 never named,
manages to save the Outer Galactic Periphery from a temporal collapse, and
destroys---or thinks he destroys---J.A.M.D.I.NEE.P.N.A., an 1llogical computer
who 1's masterminding the eintire temporal confusion. In a couple of other
stories, the hero, who is a member of the Inter-Gadactic Time Patrol conguers
the forces of Temporal Chaos, and allows Right and Justice, 1n the form of the
Time Patrol bureaucracy, to triumph. ' . '

ANYWAY, BACK TO SHNE MORE LETTEBS

Metagaming Concepts, PO Box- 153h6 Auqtin, TX, 78761 . |
Thanks very much for the: comments on TSG and SC, nice. ((The 8pace Gamer and

Stellar Conquest.)) Keep at the zlne and it will shape up, the content 1s
interesting and varled enough to go along way with., My blggest oblection

was to the heavy commentary you dispersed through everything. Mimeo 1s bad
enough, I like comments at the end of things.

A comment for John on computers, nice but I'll never be able to buy oneg=-—-

go what. How about notes on small computers that we'll all be able to buy in
the next few years, now that mlcro-processor technology 1s here, Blg computers
may be like dinosaurs in all but glant data situations in the next few years
Try ADC, MITS, WANG, and anyone else with prggrammable calculators who 1t
moving into blgger applications. I'll buy a computer before a second car,
that's for sure.

Again, thanks for the plugs, I still don't know if zine plugs sell, butit's
nice to see them in print anyway.
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Charles Jacques, 199 Fayne R4, Scarborough, ME, 04LO74
Iam wndud=—--I1 am undud. One hell of a way to naste space. Why not wast the
space constructively. What does dud mesn, forinstance (What the hell DOES
1t mean, anyway?

Avout your "Editor F1lls thés Space" thing. Great. Glad you have decided
to Réep 1t. Ofttimes I think it among the best things in the zine.

About playtesting for SPI, How does one get on there 1list? It sounds
like something interesting to do, in one's spare time.sess« The Gallic
Wars? That 15 golng to be tough. PFlanning out superiority troop power
and weapons superiority is golng to be tough. Whatever ahppened to
Saucerblitz, anyway? ©Oh, eys, I look forward to lengthy, detailed

reviews of Origins I and DipCon. '

HeveeosWilliam G, Bliss should be strung up by his balls, "Star Treka.
"eeatypical boob tube?"  ARRRAGHHHHH You can tell hime---sh, forget it.
About these dayglow orgnge sticker, they are supposedly to help move mail
fagter tro where it 1s going. Revised zip code, 1f you will, Actually,
its just a bunch of shit the post office printe dup to Justify postage
“hikes. I did 1like Bliss's explanation 8f fantasy, and hhs tirade on un-
safe buildings, I'11 slve him that.

I am finding out that everything Houarner writes 1s £00d »: Even_his»letters.
And, hey, .he thinks my gtuff 1s okay, too. (Maybe we should set &ip a
Mutual Admiration Society. After all, we frenchmen have to stick topether.)

({ FRENCHMEN{ I am quite sure that a gentleman: ‘such-as Mr. Houarner has
better sense thah to be associated with such petty Quebecois as yourself ))

I 1iked your pun about Armenians being called turkeys. Quite good. bcore
one for Armenia, Sludge of the Ocean. '

veasehat's going on? My page 20 was upstde downl,....The Lunacon Report
was okay. %reat bhough. Usually I like a good bidlance of con o
activity, what did. This report was too much "What I did." " You're

slipping.

ssssAs to my magnificent comics column—--yeq, you are right. Since
intimate contact results in nuclear explosions, 1t is brief and infre-
quent Between Nova and E-Man. Thelr last kiss, as far as I can tell,
- removed 57th Street. = S

Remember last time I satd you were paranoid? Now I have proof. You .
accused me ofid Houarner of heing in conspiracy agalnst you. Hediculous.
We don't even know each other. And they'll bloody well wrlte to me

if they want, so there!

A Canadian comlc company? Captain Canuck? If that isn't a put on, and
you can send me an address to write for info, I'11 do a whole column

on 1t. Canadian comics that are original are few and far between.
(Funny. Notice a Canadlan hero 18 coming out roughly the same time
Canadians are gettinn rippin§ mad .about American influence in their

country. Symbolism? Irony?
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SPI doesn't keep a 1list of subscribers. Anyone who shows -up at théir
offices on 6:00FM Friday, 44 E'23 St, 9th floor, who hHas a reasonable
knowledge of wargames will most. probably be able to playtest.:

The only information I have on Captain Canuck is the following article
I saw in The Journal, Box 1286, Exxes, Ontario, NOR 1E0,

"On March Zoth. Canada'q only existing comic book compan% will come intoe
being, having distributed 200,000 coples of CAPTAIN CANUCK #1,

“This’ 1q the ﬁbuntrx s first venture of this type in a long time, although
there are custom=-made publishers, such as Comic Book World of Nova Sootia,

"The new company is called Comely Comiz. Richard D, Cnmely is the Presideni
of the publis hing house, D. J- Abbott is Advertising Bales Director.

"Initially, distribution wasn't planned for outside of the country. but
at last look, plans were belng changed to include distribution in the
United States,

"Captain Canuck T-shirts, poqterq. bumpernstickeru ‘and’ other paraphernalia
are being planned Captain Canuck - be;ng the major character.s :

"We'll have more bn Comely Comlx next 1ssue, hopefully."”

I mever got the next issue, but you might write to TJ if you want 1nforma--
tion. . .

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++g
WARGAMING COLUMN, OR A. REASONABLE FACSIMILE THEREOF

--.---—w———--—--—---—-------g--—— ---------——--——-n—-—----——------———-_——----

By me, Mark Edqwards has dudded out
My 1aqt Wargaming column. as just about anyone could see, was a total dud.
I+ was done on the sppny of the moment to fill space, .and was néither very
good nor very complete. o _

Essentially, my dilemmaLié'fﬁéf‘i&dﬂrnn.out of things to“say about
wargaming. This issue, I won't try to say anything; all 1'11 do is try
to talk about the games which I know will be coming out in the near future.‘

At the: noment, the West Wall Quads, the Blue and'uray II Quads. The funic
Wars, Firegight, Invasion AMerlcan, Dixle and - The War in the West are in
various stages of playtesting.

The West Wall Quads are four games depilcting battles in France in 1944,
Some fo the SPI staff I've talked to are itnder the impression that they

are good, but none of the playtesters have told me so. In fact, some of
the playtesters did not want to play one of the West Walls so much that he
wag driven to play Firefight I.The system 1is, of course, s8imilar to that
used in the Modern Quads. Which says it all, as far as quallty is concern-

ed.

The Blue and Gray I Quads are essentially Jjust 4 more games of the sane
sort as the first Blue and Gray. And they are about as good=---gulte,.

The Punic Wars in an interesting gane,. The-system is loosely based on that
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of Frederick the Great. That is to say, units themselves do not move;
leader unlts must move them.

The game. began as a hex game, went to area movement, and now is back to
hexes agaln. But, wen though 1t is a hex game, the map 1ls devided into
provinces~=-Zeugitania, Numidia, Novo Cathhago, Tartessus, Hispania,
Samnium and the like. Each province produces so much treasury polnts
each turn, and can support so many units----somewhat like Pall of Rome.
Essentlally, one player or the other must gain control ofk a certain
number of provinces to win. The combat system 1s rather strange=--rather
than using the "1 to 1" column on a 1~1 attack, one adds one to the die
roll, adds 2 to the dir roll on a "2 to 1" ataack, and so on.

As well, thée game has rules for Numidian, Syracusan zmx Sttilain and Southern
Italian defection, Hispatnic and Gallie revolt, and other diplomatic

evnts., The probabllity of an even occuring 1s based upon the number of
losses each player takes in a turn.

The mame now seems to be eminently balanced---it takes about 20 years to |
determine the conflict. Which 1s falrly realistic, I suppose. : .

One .of the problems the developer is now having is reducing the rules to
elght pages. He's got to get 1t down to elght pages, as that ts the limit
for S&T games. ' : L

Firefight 1s & section-level tactical game in modern-day Europe. It uses
what 1s a further development of the Stmove system; a @equential-seguential
system. ©Eg§entially, .one player fires one unlt, then the other player
fires one unit, and so on, untill 511 wnits have fired. Then one player
moges one unit, and so on. 2 T -

Since Firefight is being payed for by the Army (although 1t will be pub=-
l1ished commercially,) it is being done on four levels of increasing
complexity: Firefight I, Firefight II, Firefight III, and Firefight 1IV.
Ag af thils dates, the rules of Firefights I and II have been worked out,

. but not the latter two. . o

Firefipght I is, unfortunately, about on a level with Chutes and .Ladders.
There are no complications; essentially the rules cover nothing more than
Movement, Direct Fire and Opportunity Fire. Hopefully, later versions
will bhe much more compleX. B .

Battle For Amertiea, I think, has been adequately ®wovered in other sources.
Briefly, 1t is a division-level game of the ilnvasion of Americar In the

1980's by the 8outh American Union, the European Soclalist Coalition, and
the Pan Asian League. The premise 1s that the American fleet has already

been wlped out.

I think 1t's m rather stupid premise myself-«=if SPI is going to do future
ggmes, they ought to have SOME basis in reality---but then, 1t feedbacked
well. . What the subscribers say goes, wlthin limites

Dixle 18 a folio-sized game dealing with 4&n alternate history in which
the South won the Civil War, and a rematch 1s fought in the 1940's. The
zame ia somewhat slow moving, #nd-the combat system 1s a bit reminscent
of that of WWI, but, all in all, the game 1s reasonably good.
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WAR IN THE WEST I'm not even golng to talk about. Gawd. Suffice it to-

say that 1t's got 6 or 8 or 10 maps (the number keepq onincreasing every-
time I talk to someone) and some obscene amount of couaters, and production
and air units and naval rules and and and and

The next two games which shbuld start playtesting will be RUSSIAN BEVOLU®~

IoN £#1d the 30 WEARS WAR QUAD, There wlll be five battles in the

30 Ydar's War Quad, which is why it's called a Quad, right? Actaally, one

. of the five games will go into S&T, and the rest will be printed normally.
Rbssian Civl]l War will be the firqt of the Power Politics seriles,

THE Power Polities Series 1s an offshoot of tHe game KINGMAKER. Kilngmaker
is a game put out by a British company called Philmar. Fesentially, each
palyer (up to a maxium 6f 40, or something like +hat) takes the place of
one faction of nobles in the War of the Roses. Each faction manourres ar=-
ound the board, attemptlng to gain posession of the Pretenders to the.
Throne, and attempting to kill off any pretenders not posessed by him.
(Ghod, my grammar 1s disintegrating.)

Anyway, the Power Politles Series wlll use the same idesa as Kingmaker;_ther-
will be a undetermined number of players, ecach of whom attempts to fulfill
some condition or other. They will have a high element of chance, and all
sorts of strange things can happen. In Kingmaker, for instance, = plague
can suddenly appear which wipes out an entire faction. In Russian Civil
War, ahmost anything can happen---from Anmerican entering the war on the
sides of the whites to dilsease decimating all of Siberia.

sséntially. there will be four sets of mutually app051ng forebs 1n the
Russlian Bevolution; Whites, Reds, Blues (Foreigan interventiorilsts) and
Greens(Nationalist groups---Ukranlans, Caucasians, Armznians and so ona.)
“'Fach player takes a mumber of leaders, often of opposiag factions. The
fact that hls leaders are of opposing factions will pus him under restraint.
but he must still attempt to make certain objectives;

Another series which SPI is now trylng to create is the Role Playing
Seriegd This will be based upon DUGNEONS AND DRAGONS and EN GARDE!?,

two games in which each player takes the part of a person in a given time
periad, and plays 1t out, dolng things Which persons cf that type might do.
SPI hasn't actually started work on any get, but 1t iﬂ thought that such
‘gamer will be feedbacked in the next issue of 5&T. '

Other fames which SPI is either beginning to: *do work ca or is considering
are WARS@W PACT REBELLION, which would either be a strateglc game.on that
subject or a Quad gane depicting battles of stch a retsllion; StarSoldier,
also to be designed by Simonsen. and an American Revolutlion Quad._

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++4++++++++++++++++++++
Palindnomes make wonderful spacefiller;

Doc, note-I dissent. A fast never prevents a fatnese I diet on cod,
Lewd I did live - &° evll did I dwell ' )
He goddamn nad dog, eh?

Piel's Lager on red rum did murder no. regal sbeep.

Roma sumus Anor. _

Madam, I'm Adam. .
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BYTE ITit¢ S
Computer Column, John K. Liberman

This 1ssue (month? Half=-year?) I intend to deal with strange, interesting,
or unigue hardware and software. Strange things intrigue ne, being somewhat
of a strange thing myself.

TERMINALS o B

There are a plethora of odd terminals, CET's and communication devices on
the market. There are hand—held’CRT's, largg mini-computers disguised as
terminals, heat-printers-which work by melting wax and couplers which lose
bits of information. , : : :

The smallest terminal I've ever seen was shown at Boskone. It was a Termi-
flex HT/2., It 1s hand~held, has a two-line display, and retains a 1000
character memory. In actuality, the HT/2 is not the smallest terminal madc
by Termiflex. The HT/1 with only one line of &isplay is smaller and
negligably cheaper. For those odd people interested in such a darice, the
address of Termiflex 1s: : -

Termiflex Corporation ' '

17 Airnort Road

PO Box 1123

Nashua, New Hampshire, 03060,

Tel: (603) 889-3883 :

The nicest CRT or visual display (there 1s = difference, bute.e.) I have
ever seen in falrly constant use is a PLATO terminal, hooked up to the
University of Illinoils CDC 6400, It is capable of animation, which implies
the ablility to selectively erase, of copying what is on the screen to
micro-fiche, internally, of sensing pressure on the screen and many other
~amusging things. But the Terminal {specially constructed for use wlth
PLATO)1s only half of 1ts beauty. ‘The other half i1s the PLATC system, which
i1s capabdd of utilizing thils particular visual display to the utmost. '
With 1t, one can play a game of Milles Borne with the 64000 drawing the
cards. One can draw crude phalusses which float up, down, and around the
screen. One €an fly an alrplane simulator, play chess, or, and thls 1s the
great blessing, attempt to send the systenm dourr wlth the encouragement of
the staff. N C

COMPUTERS . S .
Only one item this time about computers. The Xerox 530. The Graduate School
of Business Administration)(of NYU)) recently got rid of its IBM 1130, and
replaced it with this machine. For $300 more per month (very little in

terms of computer renting and leasing) The Xerox 530 can replace the 1130

28 a Bemote Job Entry site, (although Xerox calls RBJE "sattelite processing.")
and also includes a Magnetic Tape unit, backgréund as well as foreground .
capacity, a couple of extra disk drives, and a protect feature for -
security purposes. There 1s only one problemn. Xerox just went Qut of thev.f‘.
computer field. They have to support BBA{s hardware, but as for its soft-
ware, well, some  people are laughing at GBA right now, myself included.

SOFTWARE o

A pumber of interesting, although not all that new facts about software.
ATT has a chess game in fortran called COKOV, It plays a falrly good
same of computer chess, although not as good as Northwestern's chess
program. Snobol, say some of the people I know who work for IBM, may

be Aropped by our favorite monopoly. IBM may also be conming out with .
something to replace MFT, although what that something is, I don't know.
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I've heard a great many rumors about IBM!'s FS (Future System). For your
convenience, I w111 1iqt them in order of likellhood.

1) The new computer will be the IBM 380, - - “why not?
2) The new computer will not be in the 300 series . agaln, why not?
3) The new computer will be APL based I'm not sure what the hell

this means. Is APL going to
. . replace JCL? Is APL going to
o - s . be the only time-shhring sys
: -~ tem? I don't know.
4) There will be no fixed disk packs. What???

5k The system will be PL/I based. See APL objections

6) There will be no assembler, : . Great! 1'm ruined.

I intended to write about mini- and micro-computers this issue, but un-
fortunately d4id not do the research that was necessary. Mini- and
micro-computers are the wave of the future, but I don't have to like it.

I am an old big computer fanatlc, and really can't get much Joy out of
doing things ona small computer. Which 1s to say, who ever heard of
breaking securlty on an Altalr 88007 I will, however, glve a brief synopsi.
on what I know about these idiocies.

MINI-COMPUTERS and MICRO-COMPUTERS ‘ .

The PDPB 1s a2 nilce,; cdutdated minil-computer. It can usually handle Basic
and Fortran, as well as an odd thing ealled Focal. The PDP8 can vary in
gize and price tremendously. I know someone who has one in his basement
which handles only Focal, because of core limltations, ‘and it costs hinm
nothing. He got 1% for free because .someone threw it out. At least that's
how the story goes. The PDP8 1s graded by letters in most cases. It

can be large enough to time-share off (eg, La Salles)s I have a friend

who has broken the security on a time-shared FDPB. He seems very pleased
at that. I'm not very impressed.

The PDP11 i manufactured by Digital, which alos nakes the PDPB. The 11
1s somewhat better, and almc somewhat nore expensive. Thw worst and
cheapest PDP11 is the PDP11/10. 1Its uses can vary from programming in
Fortran or other high-level languages, to use as a buffer by a large
computer. The higher the levels go on PDPl1's, the better the computer
(which can be used as a stand-alone operation,) and the worse the price.

The Altair 8800, Ught!  Any computer which costs less that the TTY whecih
1s interfaced with it should not exist. It is a terrible machine. I have
a friend who bought one for $400, and since than has spent about $2, OOO
more just to make the thing work in a sane fashion., Donlt be misled by
the “low price, this is to say. You need to buy so many periferals, and
extra memory to finally get a machine wlth a decent Basic, a terribel
Agsenbler and maybe a text editor. A true waste of money, unless you
really want a super-calculator.

Write to me 1if you have any questions or comments about anything 1n this
célums. Too many péople Yave my address now, so I might as well give 1t
out so it doesn't seem a secret., I don't really like answering letters,
go 1f you have anything that might interest me, I wil 1 print it sone-
where an glve you credit, but I may not send you a thank-you note.

I believe I have one of the most complete Picture flles for computers in
the world. 1If you have any pictures that I don't {| for example, the
over-printed 3Spock from Princetonp or the top view of the Enterprise)

I would be most appreciative if you'd tell me. My address is John

K, Iiberman, 300 Central Park West, NY, NY, 10024, Actually, don't
write me unless you really feel that it's important.
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Jom Liberman,address just previously, says he wishes to come out with
a zine (dealing mostly with sf) in about 3 months. He wishes contributiions
of all sorts, and wants me to mention that fact. 'The zine will be aalled
NAKED SINGULARITY, and will contain a good deal of===er=-=sgDULT materiel.

At the moment, I'm trying to organize a D& Apa, probably to be balled
APAPLEXY. Essentially, 1t will be an APA for the exchange of idea about
D&D. Anyone interested can write me, . : '

Whlle we're on the subject of. Apag, John also has sald thiat he might be
interested in starting a Pornography apa. The ‘subject matter is, I think,
obvious., It might be rather interesting. _ : :
RI POFFRIPOFFRI POFFRI POFFRI POFFRI POFFRI POFFIRI POFFRI PFOORI POFFRI POFFRI POFF .

Dear Sir; ' .

I was perusing the phone book the other day, when I came across your nane,
quite by chance, I assure you. I was immediately convulsed with laughter.
After all, you must admit, your name is the sole of hilarity.

Being quite taken with the idea of a man with as rediculous a name as youwy .
I determined to get a photograph, and a genealogical chart.. The photo-
gravh proved better than expected, and ghe genealogical chart provided

some surrrises. 1 acted on my instincts, and soon found nmyself in posession
of certain facts of a highly explosive nature regarding yourself. - I, belng
good, honest citizen, was highly shocked, amd thought I should immediately
reveal these facts to the police.

But, a thought stopped me. Suppose, I sald to myself, just suppose that
this person has an explanation . for these facts. Suppose there is a good

reason.

So, 8ir, T am malling you this letter, I would appreclate a letter expl=-
aining your rather horrendous lapses, and three hundred minlature portalts
oB Benjamin Franklin (or thirty-thousand nminiature portrailts of George
Washington, 1f you prefer) if you take my meaning. These portriits should
be placed in a sealed manlla envelope taped to the bottom of the garbage
can nlaced so neatly before your house. ' ‘

I hope to hear from you in the near future-~-say, within one week.

Sincefely yours, : _
Name Withheld. DMost sorry to be so impolite,

TEARTERRTEARTEARTEARTEAHTEARTEAHTEARTEABTEARTEARTEARTEARTEAHTEABTEABTEAR"
Tear off the aboveletter, and mall to a random persone. '
Well, yuh know, when one neéd's spacefiller, one needs spacefiller.

Anyone who answers succesfully the followfng puzzle will find himself _
attacked for béing so stupild as to attempt to solve anythlng so stupid
in the first place., . ' P : - . :

"The shutters through which I had entered snapped down, and, strapped as
T was to the floor, I could see nothing but the dome-like cieling of that

infernal saucer.

®Seconds later a steady pressure agalnst my back told me that we had left
the Earth and were surging upwards. For five minutes, ten perhaps, I wilth-
stood the fearful thrust of acceleration, and then I fainted--blacked out,



o b5
I thirk they call 1t.

"How long 1 was uncongcious I do not know, but when I awoke, the same
steady pressure told my senses that we were wtilll accelerating.

"A feeler brushed my face, and I caught the thought=-wave of the ant-man
beside me-~"We shallland in one minute from now."

*Surely, I thought, something has gone wrong, If we do not slow down
now we must all be smashed to pileces, Yet still the pv "essure continued!

"Increaged! Faster and faster it seemed to me that we were going!
““And then it stopped=~=-gsuddenly!

"The shutters flew up and we were resting gently and naturally on the
lunar plahn. i

"Now, I am no sclentist, but I do #now that one cannot be travelligtens
of thousands of miles an hour one minute, and be sweetly at rest the next.
I was not dreaming, of that I am sure; but I am at a loss to understand
how 1t came about.” : o N

You think I'm kidding, don't ¥pu? How could anyone possibly be  so stuptd

as to not realize what's going on?

Well, apparently people not trained in sf don't. Thils puzzle was gound in
100 Braintwisters" by D, St, P, Barnard.

Ah, well. 80 what.
Which leaves fb with the dilemma of how to fill another page and a half.

gumdedumdedum demdun. No, T capuot f111 a page and a llalf by humming.
Cs . .

" On, yes. In the future, I, wish to print a goodly numbcer of book

reports. The amount os sclence fictional materdel in thils supposedly
sfnal fanzine has never been parficularly great, and I'd 1like to make it
a bit greater. T egrwrite-a couple .of book. repcrts, Hut I'm already
writing theee-guarters of the zine. 1'4d really apprecate it if some of
you could write a report or two.

An, I see I miscalculated. It's really only a page, since the next page
is only a half-page, to leave some room for the addres:.

My nominee for the 1975 Hugo for Best Pramatio Presentqtlon wlll, of cours
be Monty Python and the Holy Grail.

Niek Ulanov, as a staff-member of the Princetonian got tickets to the oper
ing of Monty Python and th e Holy Grall. I through somewhat deviocus mani:
ulations was able to use one of them.

-JAfithe opening, each person was handed a folder which contalned blographi-

of certain members of the cast., Since I need some space-filler, some of
them are herewith printed.
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JOHN CLEESE- John Cleese was born in 1939, 242 years after the Treaty

Hyswick, which ended the.bitter conflict between France and the coalitic

of England and her allies. In the early 1960's, over 650 years after
the first Union of the Swiss Cantons; John was delighting audiences

-of fully paid members at the Footlights Club at Engdcnd's Canmbridge

University. .-

. In 1966, a great year Bor the Methodlsts---who celebrated the 200th
Anniversary of one of their founders, Samuel Wegley---John began

writing and appearing in The Frost Report; and in 1968, 543 years
after the burthng of Jan Hus, he wrote and appeared in AT LAST THRE
1948 SHOW, He jJoined MONTY PYTHON 1in 1969 and has beeln doing
extremely silly things with a small group of friends for asbout five

years now.

John is married, but, wnlike Gustavus Adolphus - the Lion of the North

- he has a daughter Cynthila. John's favorite color is money, and
hls hobby, unlike Cromwell, Dosboyevski, and St. Stephen 1s avoiding
anything unpleasant. He lives 'in a fashionable part of London which
18 sti11l belnz knocked downe. .

MICHAEL PALIN~ Michael Palin, who plays the part of Sir Galahad, and
also contributes cameos as the first serntry, .the carperiter, Dennis
the peasant, the second monk and the Lord of Swamp Castle, 1s the
least interesting of the Monty Python group, and consequently the
hardest to write this sort of promotional blography about. While not
in any way an unpleasant man, he rather lacks those exciting gqulrks
of character ®hat glve the other nmembers of the group their individaas

charsima. Neverthe =ss, Michael seldom forgets hls lines, and is dis+4
tingulshed by his resdy and cheerful acceptance of those less rewarding

roles that lnevitably crop up in an extended comedy cerles.

He 18 married to an old girl friend of se&eral of the members of. the
groupP. They live, with their various children, in the Welsh quarter
in London's Hempstead. Michael is five fee, and eight inches tall,

“and his eyesight 1s quite good.

—

&

TN {TCouldn Tt~find. any place ?3).@ *@;

. the ~ackagwledgement, .50~---
o Ml o

Once when he was on a hbllday in Majorca, a smsll picece of paper ad-

hered to his sandal for several minutes, causing modcrate amusément . -

among the onlookers., .
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" end this, the fourth issue of GIGO, I look out the window from my lord}q
- 1ge point from ny thirty-first floor apartment, looking out over the

8e As T look, it begins to raln. I wonder a bit of all those pool
nfortunates who will never know great joy. I turn to my typewrlte
‘hat do the Simple FToOllt doT venastssassconsossvrsvsnanrnsssestsssssssse
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